
pets  driving  real estate  domestic help  bills  relocation companies  and more  

plus ...



Home & Relocation Guide 2011-2012  Contents

arrivals 

8  beijing 101 
  How to live like a local 

14 hit the ground running 
  10 things you should know  
  about living in the capital

16  culture shocked
  Adjusting to life in  Beijing

19  drive you crazy
  Taking, passing and surviving  
  the Chinese driver’s license test

22 city versus suburbs
  The pros and cons you need to  
  consider

26 helping hands
  Finding the perfect driver and ayi

30 bringing pets for  
  the long haul
  Importing your furry friend to  
  China

34 put up and pay up
  Figuring out how to pay your bills

38 insuring you and yours
  Questions you should be asking  
  about your health insurance

22

42 business savvy
  Establishing a small business  
  in Beijing

44 putonghua perfection
  Language schools for everyone, 
  everywhere

48 wei?
  Buying a cell phone and getting  
  connected

50 home essentials
  Where to find everything to make 
  your house a home

16

8

30

26



departures 

54 pack up and go
  Your relocation company options

57  in three, two, one …
  A relocation checklist to keep you 
  organized and sane

60 moving on 
  Smoothing the transition  
  between counties

62 leaving with furry friends
  Taking your pets out of China

68 live it before you leave it 
  10 things you must do before  
  you leave Beijing

72 maintaining your mandarin 
  Making sure all those hours spent 
  writing characters aren’t wasted

carry-on

  buses in beijing

11  Pinnacle Plaza 

23  Sanlitun 

27 Dongzhimen

35  Chaoyang Park
  

  how to get rid of your stuff 

59 Don’t sweat the small stuff

67 Size matters

71  Car complex

96 meet the editors
  The Beijinger’s who’ve moved in  
  and around China more times  
  than they can count

maps

74 chaoyang-lido

75  CBD & haidian

76 shunyi & sanlitun

77 beijing subway

Home & Relocation Guide 2011-2012  
Contents

62

72

60

68

directories

78 family dining

80  family health

82  family life

83  family travel

85  fun stuff

87  schools

92  shopping



WOMEN OF CHINA English Monthly 

Sponsored and administrated by ALL-CHINA WOMEN’S FEDERATION

Published by WOMEN’S FOREIGN LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS OF CHINA

Publishing Date: July 1st, 2011

Adviser 顾 问

中华全国妇女联合会名誉主席

Adviser 顾 问

 

 

Director & Editor-in-Chief 社长 · 总编辑

  Chief Editor 主编

Managing Editor  

Deputy Managing Editor

Editorial Assistant 

Shunyi Correspondent 

Intern

Contributing Writers

Editorial Consultant 编辑顾问 

Director of Sales Department 广告发行经营部主任

Tel

Legal Adviser 法律顾问 

Advertising Agency 

广告代理

Advertising Hotlines 广告热线

 Fax 传真

Printing 印刷

Address 本刊地址

      

国际标准刊号

国内统一刊号

WOMEN OF CHINA English Monthly  

中华全国妇女联合会主管/主办

中国妇女外文期刊社出版

本期出版时间: 2011年7月1日

彭 云 PENG PEIYUN 

全国人大常委会前副委员长

顾秀莲 GU XIULIAN 

YUN PENGJU 恽鹏举

WEI LIANG 位亮

Imogen Kandel 

Kara Chin

Diana Dai

Charlotte Moreau

Jennifer Bushman

Jelena Kovacevic  
 
  
ROBERT MILLER (Canadian) 罗伯特 · 米勒 (加拿大)

 
XIA  WEI 夏巍

6522 5376

LI XUESEN 李雪森

Immersion International Advertising (Beijing) Co., Limited 

深度体验国际广告(北京)有限公司

5820 7700 / 5820 7883

58207895

C&C JOINT PRINTING CO., (BEIJING) LTD. 北京华联印刷有限公司

WOMEN OF CHINA English Monthly 《中国妇女》英文月刊

15 Jianguomennei  Dajie, Beijing 100730, China 

中国北京建国门内大街15号 邮编:100730 

ISSN1000  9388

CN11-1704/C

Honorary President of the ACWF and Former Vice-Chairperson of the NPC Standing Committee

Former Vice-Chairperson of the NPC Standing Committee

全国人大常委会前副委员长

《中国妇女》英文刊  2011 年 7 月（下半月）



Email: info@beijing-kids.com; editor-

kids@beijing-kids.com; sales@beijing-kids.com; 

distribution@beijing-kids.com; listing@beijing-kids.

com; marketing@beijing-kids.com 

www.beijing-kids.com

Advertising Agency 

Immersion International
 Advertising (Beijing) Co., Limited 

广告代理

深度体验国际广告（北京）有限公司

Tel/电话: 5820 7100 / 7700 

Fax/传真：5820 7891

Advertising Hotline/广告热线：5820 7700 /5820 7883 

General Manager

Operation Director

Editorial Planning Director

Managing Editorial Planner

Deputy Managing Editorial Planner

Editorial Assistant

Shunyi Correspondent

Marketing Manager

 Marketing Executives 

Art Director 

Principal Designer and Illustrator

Advertising Designer

Photographers

Visual Editor     

Sales Manager

Sales Team 

Finance

Distribution

General Inquiries

 Editorial Planning

Distribution

Fax

Michael Wester 

Toni Ma  

Jerry Chan

Imogen Kandel

Kara Chin 

Diana Dai

Charlotte Moreau

Skott Taylor

Cindy Kusuma, Cao Yue,  
Jiang Lei

Susu Luo 

Li Xing

Helen He

Sui, Judy Zhou

Joey Guo

Elena Damjanoska 

Ashley Lendrum, Keli Dal 
Bosco, Lynn Cui, Phoebe Li, 
Veronica Li, Maggie Qi, Hailie 
Song, Jackie Yu, Sophia Zhou

Lisa Ji, Judy Zhao 

Jenny Wang, Victoria Wang 

5820 7100/7700

5820 7100/7700 ext 883

5820 7100/7700 ext 870

5820 7895  

Laura Johnson-Hill 

Christopher Lay

Kathryn Tonges 

Longtime Beijinger Laura looks after her four girls, 
as well as helping her husband run Beijing’s famous 
Plastered T-shirt company. You can find her walking 
around Nanluogu Xiang. plasteredtshirts.com  

Christopher’s many jobs include dad, writer, 
photographer and all-round nice guy. Catch him in 
beijingkids’ Beijing Baba column or visit his blog,  
alive.tom.com/chrislay 

An always-on-the-go mom of two active girls, Charlotte 
is beijingkids’ Shunyi correspondent. Hailing from the 
US, Charlotte and her family have been in Beijing for 
three years and are planning to stick around for several 
more. Read her blogs on beijing-kids.com.

Johanna is one busy mom. When she’s not looking 
after her two kids, Johanna supplies Beijing 
parents with must-have imported baby gear from 
her store, BabyGro. Contact Johanna at johanna 
@babygro.com.cn. 

Yuliya has lived in Beijing for over eight years. When 
she’s not looking after her little girl, Yuliya runs parent-
children classes, including Kindermusik, Zumba, 
and infant massage. Visit her website for details,  
familyfunwithyuliya.com.   

Kathryn Tonges is a teacher, parenting expert, and 
mother of two grown boys. For more information 
on parent effectiveness training, contact Kathryn at 
kathryn.tonges@gmail.com.

Want To Join?
If you think you’d make a valuable contribution to the beijingkids Board,  
e-mail the editor at imogenkandel@beijing-kids.com.

The beijingkids Board 

Charlotte Moreau

ON THE COVER:
Originally from the States, Jennifer and Kevin 
Bushman have lived in Canada and China. 
Jennifer isn’t new to Beijing, though - she 
spent most of her high school years in the 
capital. Their children Julia (10) and John 
(13) attend ISB. Photo by Mishka Family 
Photography; studio space BirMan Studio.  

 Johanna Selth

Yuliya Mavletbaeva

W
O

M
E

N
 O

F C
H

INA
B
eijin

g
’s essen

tial exp
at fam

ily reso
u
rce 

《
中
国
妇
女
》

F

H
o
m

e &
 R

elo
catio

n
 G

u
id

e 2
0
1
1
-2

0
1
2

����� ��������� ������������� ��������������� ������� ���������������������� �����������

plus ...

GETTING USED TO BEIJING IS A STEEP 
LEARNING CURVE, BUT BY NO MEANS 

AN INSURMOUNTABLE ONE. 
IF YOU ASK LONG-TERM EXPATS HOW 
LONG IT TOOK THEM TO SETTLE IN, 

YOU’LL HEAR ANYTHING FROM FOUR 
MONTHS TO A YEAR. AND IF YOU ASK 
REALLY LONG-TERM EXPATS WHY THEY 

STAYED, YOU’LL HEAR THAT ONCE THEY 
GOT PAST THAT INITIAL LEARNING 
CURVE, BEIJING OPENED UP AND  

BECAME AN AMAZING CITY WHERE 
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE, EVERYTHING 
IS UNPREDICTABLE, AND LIFE IS TRULY 

WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT.     

Welcome to Beijing 

mailto:kathryn.tonges@gmail.com
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relearn how to drive
The rule to remember when driving in Beijing is this: Always assume 
the other guy is about to do something dangerous. Because nine times 
out of ten, you’ll be right. This rule, applied religiously, should keep 
you out of harm’s way, most days on the road.

You need to drive defensively to survive the Third Ring Road. But 
you also have to drive offensively, looking for the gaps and aggressively 
merging, or you’ll never get anywhere. Right on red? Optional. Turn 
lanes? Just a suggestion, really. Beijing drivers don’t follow any rules at 
all. But oddly enough, here, no one has road rage. And you shouldn’t 
either. When you see someone pull a spectacularly boneheaded move, 
don’t honk and curse. Instead, file it away for later use. Learn from 
him. To find out how to get your driver’s license, see p17. 

beat the expat spouse blues
It’s a challenge for anyone to up and move to a new country, 
but the transition is especially tough for spouses with families. 
Spouses should actively think about what they want to do. Don’t 
be afraid to attend professional networks, even if you don’t have 
a business card. And don’t underestimate the importance of 
creating a routine. Set up a project or study new skills such as 
photography or a foreign language. In many ways, recreating 
one’s life can be enriching; it’s a chance for people to explore 
interests they never had the courage or time to do before. 

Beijing is full of organizations designed to help you adjust 
to your new life. Try INSPIRED, an organization that specializes 
in providing social, emotional and professional support for 
expat spouses. The International Newcomers Network (INN) 
organizes regular events and meetings for newbies and old-time 
Beijingers alike. There are also plenty of volunteering  
opportunities. Visit Lasso-china.org for a comprehensive list of 
China-based charities.  See Directory listing for details and visit 
us online at beijing-kids.com/events for upcoming INSPIRED 
and INN meetings.    

 

camp at the great wall
Head to the Simatai-Jinshanling area, about a two-to-three hour drive 
from Beijing. Unpack at the Jinshanling section, the only section where 
it’s legal to camp overnight. Camping is a great way to avoid the crowds 
– after dusk, families can have the Wall to themselves. Entry is RMB 50.  
To rent or purchase camping and outdoor gear, visit Decathlon (see 
Directory for listing). 

Getting to the Wall: Drive from Sanyuan Qiao on Third Ring Road 
and take Jingshun Lu all the way past Miyun. At Gubeikou, follow 
signs toward Chengde and then follow signs to Jinshanling Great Wall.  

talk to cabbies
Getting around in Beijing is easy. Take the subway, ride a bike, 
hop on a bus, or do what most people do and catch a cab. 
Even if you don’t know exactly how to say the address of your  
destination in Chinese, knowing just a few sentences could 
save you a lot of trouble with your driver. Be polite and address 
him (or her) as shīfù (师傅). Here are some phrases to get 
you started:

Shifu, hold on a moment. I’m calling for directions. 
师傅， 等一下，我打电话问地址。

Shī fù, děng yí xìa, wǒ dǎ dìan huà wèn dì zhǐ. 

Shifu, we’re going to this address.
师傅， 我们去这个地址。

Shī fù, wǒmén qù zhègè dìzhǐ.
  
Turn left/right at the traffic light.
前面红绿灯左/右转。

Qíanmìan hónglǜdēng zuǒ/yòu zhuǎn.
 
Pull over after this intersection.
过这个路口靠边停。

Guò zhègè lùkǒu kàobīan tíng.
 
Go straight.
直走。 
Zhí zǒu.
 
Pull over here and let them out, then we’ll go on to ...
在这儿停一下， 让他们下车， 然后继续到。。。

Zaì zhèʼr tíng yíxìa, ràng tāmén xìachē, ránhòu jìxù dào …

Please give me the receipt.
麻烦你给我票。

Máfán nǐ geǐ wǒ pìao.

Please turn on the meter.
麻烦你打表。

Máfán nǐ dá bǐao.
 

order a chinese banquet
The traditional delicacy Beijing duck (北京烤鸭 běijīngkǎoyā) will 
impress any guest – succulent meat, thin pancakes, a variety of 
sauces, and the spectacle of watching the chef prepare the duck. 
Sichuan hotpot, with both mild and spicy broths, allows guests to 
participate in cooking. Other no-fail dishes include fish in spicy oil (水
煮鱼 shuǐzhǔyú), pineapple rice (菠萝饭 bōlúofàn) – a Yunnan dish 
that combines rice with the sweet-tart fruit - and of course, dumplings 
(饺子 jiǎozi). 

Aside from the food, people will appreciate your knowledge of 
Chinese banquet etiquette. Always use two hands when presenting 
someone with a tea cup. The host should sit down first, which is the 
guests’ cue to sit – the more important you are, the closer you sit 
to the host. The host should sit farthest away from the door. You 
should always leave some food on your plate to show that your hosts 
were overly generous. Never stick your chopsticks into your rice – it  
resembles funeral incense. Finally, paying the bill can take a while and 
is full of boisterous one-upsmanship. In the end, the host traditionally 
foots the bill. 

Beijing 101 
Mini-lessons from old Beijing hands 

 

get a custom-tailored qipao 
It’s easy: Go to the top floor of Yashow or 3.3. Pick a fabric and style. Let the tailor take your 
measurements. Come back for a fitting or two, and voilà! Now, the nitty-gritty. Decide on your 
top priority: beauty or comfort. It’s an unfortunate fact of fashion, but a form-fitting qipao 
that turns heads probably won’t allow you to sit with ease or even, regrettably, take a deep 
breath. The more practical the qipao, the looser it should be around the stomach and hips. 
If you haven’t been blessed with a swan-like neck, request a collar that opens deeper in the 
front. Insist on a silk lining, and, as with all custom-tailored clothes, check and recheck the 
seams, zipper and buttons for strength. 

buy a bespoke suit
Beijing doesn’t have the long tradition of Western tailoring that 
Hong Kong has, but with some knowledge of fabric and style, 
you can have yourself a bespoke suit that you’ll wear with pride. 
Fabric will make up the bulk of the suit’s cost, so get the very best 
that you can find. Ask your tailor for 100 percent wool or even 
imported, brand-name wool like Ermenegildo Zegna. Request 
full-canvas construction (全麻衬 quánmáchèn), which means 
the suit jacket has a free-moving middle layer – ideally made 
of camel hair – that allows for better stretching, draping and 
breathability. A decent suit will cost at least RMB 2,500.

Bring in your favorite suit as a reference, and be sure to tell 
the tailor what features you like and don’t like. You can also 
bring in a magazine photo of a suit style you like – infinitely 
preferable to vague comments such as “I just want something 
that looks good.” 

Sartorially challenged? You can’t go wrong with traditional 
styling: a single-breasted jacket with two to three buttons, a 
notch lapel, and one or two vents. Pants with pleats keep their 
crease better and have a better drape, though they do add a bit 
of girth to the hips. Order an extra pair of trousers while you’re 
at it, as they’ll wear out faster than the jacket. The small details 
matter: Plastic buttons can cheapen a suit from a mile away, so 
go for horn.

Keep going back to the tailor for fittings, and don’t be shy 
about asking for adjustments – even after you’ve brought the 
suit home.
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spot organic food labels
Beijing’s supermarkets love to stick “organic” labels on everything, 
but what do they all mean? We did a little digging to find out what’s 
behind a name. Remember, labels can be copied, especially in a 
country where this phenomenon is rampant. It’s best to shop at 
larger, international providers with good quality-control systems. 

Fangyuan Organic Food  
Certification Center (FOFCC) 
辽宁方园有机食品认证有限公司

The Fangyuan Organic Food 
Certification Center (FOFCC) is one of the earliest organic certification 
agencies to be approved by CNCA and CNAS, and can be used 
to certify organic farming, breeding, production and processing. 
FOFCC is a member of the China Certification and Accreditation 
Association and member of the International Federation of Organic 
Agriculture Movements (IFOAM). FOFCC now cooperates with the 
European Union, the American Natural Organic Program (NOP), 
and is recognized by the Italian QC&I, the Brazilian IBD and other 
international certification bodies. www.fofcc.org.cn

Certification and Accreditation Administration of the  
People’s Republic of China (CNCA) 
中国有机产品

The Certification and Accreditation Administration of the People’s 
Republic of China (CNCA) is the authority that has been set up 
and authorized by the State Council to perform administrative  
functions, unify management, supervise and coordinate the national 
certification and accreditation processes. CNCA established the 
unified logo for organic products, so consumers can easily identify 
them. They also published the “Organic Product Certification  
Management Regulations.” Visit their website Food.cnca.cn, to 
verify your organic products.

China National Accreditation 
Service for Conformity 
Assessment (CNAS) 
中国合格评定国家认可委员会

The China National Accreditation 
Service for Conformity Assessment 
(CNAS) is the national accreditation 
body of China, and is universally  
responsible for the accreditation of certification bodies, laboratories 
and inspection bodies. It was established under the approval of 
the CNCA and is authorized in accordance with the regulations 
of the PRC. In short, CNAS is responsible for the accreditation of 
organic certification organizations, so you will often find their logo 
next to the organic logo.

The Organic Food Development 
Center (OFDC) 
南京国环有机产品认证中心

Founded in 1994, the Organic Food 
Development Center (OFDC), is the 
oldest and largest specialized organic 
research, inspection and certification  
organization and the only organic certifier  
in China that has been accredited by the 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) 
and ISO65. The logo is strictly controlled, and while the size of the 
logo can be changed according to the needs of users, the shape 
and color cannot be changed. OFDC provides organic certification 
services to the National Organic Product Standard of China and 
OFDC Organic Certification Standard. www.ofdc.org.cn

China Organic Food Certification Center (COFCC) 
中绿华夏有机食品认证中心

The China Organic Food Certification 
Center (COFCC) is a professional 
organization responsible for organic 
food certifications and management 
under the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
PRC. As the first organic certification 
organization accredited by CNCA in 
China, COFCC has been registered by 
the Bureau of Industry and Commerce, 
and it has also been approved by CNAB. www.ofcc.org.cn

Beijing Wuyue Huaxia 
Management and 
Technology Center (CHC) 
北京五岳华夏管理技术中心 

(中国有机产品认证机构) 

The Beijing Wuyue Huaxia Management  
and Technology Center (CHC), is one 
of the first organic food certifications 
in the history of organic food development in China, and has been 
managed by CNCA since 2004. As a member of the International 
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements and the China Certifi-
cation and Accreditation Association (CCAA), CHC is also accredited 
by CNAS. CHC manages to provide high-quality organic products 
certification services and by being “fair, objective, rigorous, and 
realistic.” www.bjchc.com.cn

Conversion Organic 
中国有机转换产品 
It takes one to three years of transition 
for a farm to obtain the official organic 
product certification after its initial 
application. During these three years, 
the farm must process the production 
in full accordance with the organic cer-
tification standards and requirements. 
During this time, the Conversion Or-
ganic logo is used.

Key Words: 
有机食品 youji shipin organic food
有机产品 youji chanpin organic product
有机蔬菜 youji shucai organic produce
绿色食品 luse shipin “green” food

spot counterfeit bills
Fake money in China is not that easy to spot – especially at night in a 
dimly lit cab. Methods of identifying funny money include examining 
the color, watermark, paper and the Braille dots. The colors of RMB 
notes are hard to copy, and the images on counterfeit bills are  
usually fuzzy and the watermark unclear.

The best way to test the paper is to look at it under a black light. 
There is a Braille number corresponding to the bill’s denomination 
in the lower left-hand corner of the front side. It’s hard to feel, but 
the dots are slightly raised on the surface of the paper. If they are 
not, this is also a sign that the money is fake. You should also be 
able to feel raised dots on the lower outline of the model worker or 
Mao Zedong (on the 100 yuan bill). 
 
use small talk  
Whether you’re running into neighbors in the building or bumping into 
an acquaintance on the street, you’ll find that small talk in Chinese can 
be quite different from typical English chit-chat. 
 
When you bump into a Chinese acquaintance: 
• It’s normal for an English speaker to ask “What are you doing here?” 
But don’t translate that literally into Chinese (你在这儿做什么? Nǐ zaì 
zhèʼr zuò shénme?) – it may come across as if you’re prying into their 
personal affairs. Instead, use a less direct expression such as “What 
a coincidence to run into you!” (真巧在这儿碰到你! Zhēn qǐao zaì 
zhèʼr pèng daò nǐ!). This way you’ve sidestepped the landmine of 
being nosy, and it’s a good opening for a conversation.

• If it’s a friend that you know well, it’s okay to ask where the person’s 
going: “你现在上哪儿去?”(Nǐ xìan zaì shàng nǎʼr qù?). But if the 
person is more of an acquaintance, try a more tactful method: State the 
obvious. If you see each other in a shopping mall, you can say “You’re 
window shopping?” (逛商场？Guàng shāngchǎng?), or if you’re in 
the street, a statement such as “You’re heading to work?” (上班去？ 
Shàng bān qù?) would suffice.

• There are several ways to accept a compliment in Chinese. The more 
traditional way is to be humble and say “You’ve flattered me” (你过奖

了。Nǐ guòjǐang le) or “I don’t deserve that” (不敢当。 Bù gǎn dāng). 
The modern way, which most young adults follow nowadays, is to be 
confident and accept the compliment with a “Thank you!” (谢谢！xìe 
xìe!) and a smile. Also, a return compliment is always welcome, such 
as “Thanks, you’re pretty, too” (谢谢，你也很漂亮。Xìexìe, nǐ yě hěn 
pìao lìang).

• Chinese people who are not familiar with Western culture may ask 
you about your income, age and other subjects you may consider to be 
private. In such a situation, give a vague answer such as: “The income 
is average” (收入一般吧。Shōurù yìbān ba); “It’s alright” (还行。Haí 
xíng); or “Can’t complain” (过得去。 Guò dé qù). Otherwise, make 
a joke like “My age is a secret” (我的年龄是个秘密。 Wǒ de níanlíng 
shì gè mìmì). They’ll probably get the hint and stop asking.

http://www.fofcc.org.cn
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stay healthy
The transition to Beijing can be tough on the stomach. Memorize 
these basic rules:
• Don’t drink tap water. Ever.
• Scrub all vegetables under cold water; peel and discard outer  
layers – it’s also a good idea to use soap to clean fruits and veggies. 
You can find veggie wash at Jenny Lou’s and April Gourmet (see 
Directory for listings). 
• Wash hands frequently and carry hand sanitizer. 
• Come to Beijing with an adventurous palate, but use common sense. 
If a restaurant seems excessively dirty and the food undercooked 
or old, don’t eat there. Lamb kebabs will probably be safer to eat 
during the winter months, not in the summer when they’ve been 
sitting outside all day. 
• Do not swim in Houhai (or any lake, for that matter), even though 
you might see others braving the water. 
• Invest in an air purifier to combat pollution. Humidifiers help 
prevent cracked lips and dry throats during the winter. Both are 
available from IQ Air (see Directory for listing).  

interview an ayi for your newborn
So you’re a pro. You found a nanny agency, checked out the group’s 
official certification (shanggang zhen), scoured the contract, and 
figured out whether the ayi will be doing laundry and cooking or 
just changing diapers. Now that it’s time to interview some actual 
ayis, what should you ask?

For starters, ask the ayi how many years of experience she’s 
had and the age levels of babies or toddlers she’s cared for. You 
can get a good idea of her ability and whether her skill set suits 
you by following up with questions appropriate to the age range 
you are looking at. For instance, “What formula have you used in 
the past?” “Have you ever dealt with colic?” “Which diapers, in your 
experience, have you found to be the best?” For more information 
on hiring an ayi, see p24.

pick a chinese name
Now’s your chance to give yourself a new name, hopefully one that 
you like and that locals can pronounce. 

Some foreigners try to choose Chinese characters that sound 
close to their English name but have no meaning – for example,  
Isabella as 伊莎贝拉(Yī Shā Beì Lā) or Paul as 保罗 (Bǎo Luó). 
Another option is to choose simple words like 大山 (Dà Shān,  
Big Mountain) – names that are easy for Chinese people to  
remember. 

The ideal name sounds like the Western name and has a 
good meaning in Chinese; one example is Lily and 莉莉 (Lì 
Lì), which is related to the word for jasmine in Chinese. Take 
inspiration from Chinese parents, who sometimes choose 
names related to their hopes for their child (this explains why 
many Chinese boys are named 聪 Cōng, meaning smart).  
Lastly, always check with a native speaker – you don’t want the 
name to have a weird meaning or be a taboo. 

Buses in Beijing
Pinnacle Plaza: Bus 915 

Dongzhimen 东直门

Close to the Raffles City mall

Shunyi Nancai Qichezhan 顺义南彩汽车站

A major bus terminal

Sanyuanqiao 三元桥

Get off here to catch the 
Airport Express subway line

Jingshunlu Lido Fandian 
京顺路丽都饭店

Lido Hotel is a popular 
landmark and close to shops 
and schoolsDashanqiao Dong 

(close to 798 Art District) 
大山桥东

Get off here to check out the 
art galleries and cafes in 798

Dongjiao Nongchang (close 
to Riviera Garden) 东郊农场

Close to well-known expat 
compounds

Lasuying 喇苏营

Get off here to walk the short 
distance to Pinnacle Plaza

Note: Only major bus stops have been included.

cost
RMB 1 for a paper ticket bought on the bus, RMB 0.40 using a  
transportation swipe card.

buying a transportation swipe card 
Cards are available at all major subway stations. The card itself costs 
RMB 20 (you can reclaim the RMB 20 when you give back the card, 
but you need the original receipt). You can use this card to ride all of 
the subway and bus lines in Beijing. 

topping up your card
To top up your card, use the recharge machines inside all subway sta-
tions (instructions available in English). Alternatively, go to the ticket 
booth, give the recharge amount and your transportation swipe card 
to one of the staff and they’ll do it for you.       

tip
While Beijing is not well-known for pickpockets, they are out there. 
Keep your belongings close and your bags safely zipped up. 

get the best price
You will soon learn a very important yet tricky skill: bargaining. 
Except for goods with labeled prices in the supermarket,  
bargaining with a seller can almost always be done. Get a tough 
skin, because bargaining can be like waging a battle. Remember, 
you can just walk away – if they really want to sell something, 
they’ll run after you. As a general rule, your opening bid should 
be a third of what the seller starts with and your final price should 
be no higher than half of the seller’s opening price. Exceptions to 
this rule include the Zoo Market and most electronics markets, 
where prices are either very low or are essentially set. And 
remember: Don’t be rude if you don’t get your price. Basic 
bargaining smarts start with knowing how much goods and 
services should cost. Here’s a crib sheet for making sure you 
aren’t spending exponentially more than you should. 
 
Bottle of water: RMB 1.5-2 in supermarkets, RMB 3-4 in 
small stores
Kung fu shoes: RMB 15-30
Purse: RMB 30-200
Bottle of Yanjing beer: RMB 3-18
Umbrella: RMB 10 for a low-quality umbrella. When it rains, 
however, many vendors near subway stops or on the street try 
to charge higher prices. 
Plastic sunglasses: RMB 20-40 on the street
T-shirt: RMB 20-150
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W
hen moving to a new country, it’s inevitable that you’ll 
come across a few surprises. Sometimes these surprises are  
pleasant, while othertimes they can be frustrating. No  
matter how much Beijing research you do prior to making the 

move, there will always be those little things you inadvertently overlook. 
Below you’ll find a list of tips that will make all the difference during your 
first months here. 

Hit the Ground Running
10 things you should know about living in Beijing   

by Jennifer Bushman

you can buy almost anything here  
There’s no sense buying that real Valentino purse 
before you move to Beijing (everyone will think 

it’s a fake anyway).  To get almost anything 
your heart desires, head to Silk Market, 

Hongqiao, or Yashow Market. For clothes 
and shoes, try the Zoo Market near the  
Beijing Zoo for great bargains. If you 
want set prices and name brands, go to  
Sanlitun Village or The Place for stores 
such as Mango, Adidas, Esprit, Zara and 
Steve Madden. 

most people in beijing do not speak english
While you can get by using only English in the high-density expat areas 
(namely Sanlitun and Shunyi), those will be the only places you’ll see dur-
ing your time here if you don’t pick up any Chinese. There are many great 
language schools to choose from, including university programs and private 
courses. What you choose depends on how much you want to spend and 
how intensive you want your Chinese language program to be. The CET 
Academic Program offers two programs in Beijing: a full-time language 
pledge or local immersion. For more Chinese language programs 
and schools, see Putonghua Perfection (p42). 

DVDs are dirt cheap
Fore ign- language f i lms,  inc lud ing  
English, French, German, Japanese,  
Korean, Russian and more, are available in 
almost any DVD store around town. Expect to 
pay between RMB 5 and 15, depending on the 
quality. Alternatively, satellite TV will give you 
access to HBO and Cinemax. Installation and 
the first year’s fee cost around RMB 4,000; it’s 
around RMB 2,000 for each subsequent year. 
For more information, visit www.dstvchina.com or 
www.cstv.cc. If you want the movie theater experience (in English), go 
to Mega Box in Sanlitun Village or Saga in Solana. At Mega Box, purchase a  
membership card for RMB 20 and get 50 percent off on tickets from Monday 

to Thursday, and 30 percent off from Friday to Sunday. 

foreign-language books are hard to find
While you can get a basic selection of books, don’t expect a range 
anywhere near as broad as in your home country. Before you come 
to Beijing, or on subsequent trips back home, invest in an e-book 
and load it up with all of the family’s favorites. To quell your book  
cravings, a nice selection of English-language books can be found 
at Page One and The Bookworm. 

4

beijing is a great place to have spa treatments 
Spa treatments are just part and parcel of life in Beijing. Embrace it 
and leave any guilt at the airport terminal. Moms and dads will be hooked 
on manicures, pedicures, facials and massages before you know it. Try 
Oriental Taipan, Lily Nails or Le Spa.

the internet can be frustratingly slow and you have  
limited access to social networks
You can’t do much about the speed, but you can purchase a virtual private 
network (VPN) that will let you bypass the Great Firewall of China. Viscosity 
(www.thesparklabs.com/viscosity) and Tunnelblick (www.strongvpn.com) 
are two reliable VPNs you can purchase.  

chinese copied video games won’t work on 
official game systems
To get your gaming systems converted for Chinese  
copied games, go to Zhongguancun or Bainaohui. Because 
international region Xbox and Nintendo Wiis have not 
officially entered the Chinese market, you will need to 

spend around RMB 40 to convert your current 
machine. If you want to buy a Chinese 
region Xbox or Nintendo Wii in Beijing, 
go to Zhongguancun electronics mall 
or Bainaohui computer mall. However, 

you’ll find the prices higher than in the 
US or Europe.

tipping is definitely not a city  
in china
Don’t tip your taxi driver, manicurist or 
waitress. If you do try to give service staff a 
few extra kuai, it can result in some awkward 
smiling and confusion. However, upscale 
restaurants and hotels routinely charge a 15 
percent service fee. 
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10
9beijing is an international city with a plentiful array  
of restaurants
You can find almost any type of cuisine from around the world.  If it’s 
Indian you’re craving, venture to Ganges Indian Restaurant, or try Rumi 
for tasty Persian dishes. For Spanish tapas and live music, go to Carmen 
in Sanlitun. A Shunyi favorite is the Japanese restaurant Haru. 

china is a cash society
While many stores take Chinese debit cards and foreign credit cards, be 
prepared to carry large amounts of cash. To apply for a Chinese debit card, 
take your passport and residency card to the bank. You may need to bring 
along someone who reads Chinese to help you fill out the forms. ATMs have 
English-language options and are easy to locate throughout the city. 

RESOURCES

Oriental Taipan Massage and Spa  东方大班保健休闲会所

Daily noon-midnight. 1 Xindong Lu, Chaoyang District (8532 2177) 
朝阳区新东路1号 See Directory for more listings.

Lily Nails Lily 美甲

Daily 11am-10.20pm. Rm2049, 2/F, 3.3 Fashion Plaza, Sanlitun, Chaoyang 
District (5136 5829) 朝阳区三里屯3.3 大厦2层2049 See Directory for 
more listings.

Le Spa at River Garden  水漾会馆

Mon-Thu 10am-10.30pm, Fri-Sun 10.30am-11pm. River Garden Villas 
Clubhouse, 7 Yuyang Lu, Xi Baixinzhuang, Houshayu, Shunyi District (8046 
6558) 顺义区后沙峪西白辛庄榆阳路7号裕京花园俱乐部

Zhongguancun Electronics Market 中关村

Daily 9am-5pm. Near Zhongguancun Subway Station, Zhongguancun Dajie, 
Haidian District 海淀区中关村大街中关村地铁站旁

Bainaohui Electronics Market 百脑汇

Daily 9am-8pm. 10 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (6599 5912) 
朝阳区朝阳门外大街10号

Silk Street  秀水街

Daily 9am-9pm. 8 Xiushui Dongjie, Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District 
(5169 8800)  朝阳区建国门外大街秀水东街8号

Hongqiao Market  红桥市场

Daily 9.30am-7pm. 46 Hongqiao Lu, Chongwen District (6713 3354) 
崇文区红桥路46号

Yashow Market  雅秀服装商城

Daily 9.30am-9pm. 58 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District (6415 1726) 
朝阳区工体北路58号

Sanlitun Village
Daily 10am-10pm. 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District (6417 6110) 
朝阳区三里屯路19号

CET Academic Programs
Chinese Language program, Beijing Institute of Education, 2 Wenxing Jie, 
Xizhimenwai, Xicheng District (6834 2428)  西城区西城区西直门外文兴街

2号北京教育学院西楼309室

Mega Box 美嘉欢乐影城

Daily 10am-10pm. B1/F, Sanlitun Village South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District (6417 6118) 朝阳区三里屯路19号三里屯Village南区地下1层 See 
Directory for more listings. 

Saga Cinema  传奇时代影城

Daily 10am-10pm. SA-42, Solana, 6 Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang 
District (5905 6868) 朝阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾商业区SA-42

The Bookworm 书虫书吧

Daily 9am-2am. Courtyard 4, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District (6586 9507) 
朝阳区工体北路4号院 See Directory for more listings.

Page One
Daily 10am-9.30pm. B2/F, China World Summit Wing, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District (8535 1055) 
朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸商城三期地下2层

Rumi 入迷

Daily 11.30am-midnight. 1A Gongti Beilu (opposite Zhaolong Hotel), 
Chaoyang District (8454 3838) 朝阳区工体北路甲1号兆龙饭店对面

Ganges Indian Restaurant
Daily 10am-11pm. 138A, B1/F, The Place, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District (6587 2999) 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶地下一层138A See  
Directory for more listings.

Carmen 
Daily 11am-2am. Nali Patio (opposite north entrance of Let's Burger), 81 
Sanlitun Beijie, Chaoyang District (6417 8038) 朝阳区三里屯北街81号(哪

里花园边）

Haru Teppanyaki and Sushi Bar 尚水长廊铁板烧餐厅

Daily 10.30m-10pm. 902 Pinnacle Plaza, Jingshun Lu, Shunyi District (8046 
5112) 顺义区京顺路荣祥广场902
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Culture Shocked 
It happens to everyone

by Michael Connors   

Jenni Johnson, her husband TJ and their sons Nate (3) and Noah (4) are now happily settled in Beijing

W
hen Barbara Strother, co-author of Living Abroad in China 
moved to Beijing 14 years ago, something from her  
childhood came back to haunt her: dinosaurs. 

“I didn’t realize just how much China was affecting 
me until one night I had a nightmare that I often had as a child,”  
recalled Strother. “Dinosaurs were outside the house and it was unsafe 
to go out.” 

Strother found having this dream both amusing and confronting. 
“It revealed to me what I had dealt with as a shy child and what I 
was dealing with in adjusting to the culture in China – those dinosaurs 
represented the strangers that scared me.”

the honeymoon period
After the initial allure of living abroad, we often succumb to feelings 
of anxiety, fear and unease. This is completely normal and nothing to 
be ashamed of. It’s part of culture 
shock. After your honeymoon 
phase in a new country is over 
– that stage when you see every-
thing in a romantic light – your new 
surroundings can feel unsettling, 
overwhelming, and undesirable. 

Experts who study culture shock 
refer to this as the negotiation 
phase. It’s a time when apparent 
differences in culture – the same 
ones that were once endearing – begin to seem strange and offensive. 
Yes, the honeymoon is over, and it will take some effort to get over  
those cross-cultural hang-ups.

you have to want it
“Once I realized what was going on with my emotions, I set out to do 
something about it,” said Strother. “One day when putting my kids down 
for their afternoon nap, I happened to put in their favorite Raffi tape. 
It had a song that went something like this: 'I'm gonna take a walk 

outside today; gonna see what I can find today.' I found confidence in 
those joyful lines. Though Raffi was singing about finding squirrels and 
naming them Earl, I determined to get out and interact with people 
with the same joyful confidence that Raffi felt for nature.”

Realizing what's going on in your mind is the first step to dealing with 
culture shock. The second step is overcoming your fears. “Ironically, 
what I most love about China now is the way it is so easy to interact 
with strangers,” says Strother. “I love starting conversations with  
someone sitting next to me on a bus, or a taxi driver, or a street vendor. 
I love how interested they are, and how delighted they become when 
a foreigner wants to engage them in a conversation.” 

What Strother did was both obvious and brave – she communicated. 
Experts agree that communication is crucial in dealing with culture 
shock. That might be easier said than done in a land as foreign as China, 
but communication can take many forms, and it just means interacting 

with others to the best of your 
abilities – smiles, hellos and 
goodbyes go a long way.

“Having kids really helps 
you integrate into the culture,” 
says Jenni Johnson about her 
3-year-old son Nate and her 
4-year-old son Noah. “It’s like 
a magnet for integrating with 
Chinese people.” Johnson and 
her husband TJ, both from South 

Arkansas in the US, admitted that at first they had some things to get 
over – they even considered going back home – but now the couple 
are in their element in Beijing. “I thought the crotchless pants thing 
was a joke. Then I found out it was true. I thought, ‘My son slides 
down the same slide that that kid does.’ Great.” Now, the Johnsons 
are delighted that their children have the chance to play with kids of 
all different cultures, and feel that their perseverance has rewarded 

their family with a fantastic international experience.
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Barbara Strother with her husband and twin sons Nate and Nick (now 13) 

HAVING KIDS REALLY 
HELPS YOU INTEGRATE  

INTO THE CULTURE
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kids and culture shock
“The biggest cultural adjustment our kids faced was the attention,” 
says Strother. “China is great for kids who like attention all the time, 
but can be misery for kids who want to be left alone.” Children will 
most likely experience less culture 
shock than their parents – they 
may be annoyed by something 
new or miss something old, but 
they are generally more adaptable. 
“Parental attitudes towards culture 
are the biggest predictors of how 
much culture shock the younger kids 
will experience,” stressed Strother. 
Experts encourage parents to main-
tain an open and decidedly positive 
dialogue with their children about 
their new environs.

overcoming the shock
Bad toilets, persistent spitting and sticky sidewalks might be annoying, 
but it's important not to fixate on the things you can't change. The  
telltale signs of culture shock include excessive concern over  
cleanliness, irritability, and stereotyping of host nationals. All of these 
behaviors only serve to reinforce the divide between you and the locals. 
What follows is a rejection by – and a rejection of – the new culture. 

Another sign of culture shock is a sense of helplessness, which 
may stem from feeling a loss of purpose. When we move, we may 
have to give up a stable identity and this can create anxiety. It's  
important to find new activities to replace the ones we left at home. 

Try your best to not oversleep – this is one of the most common forms 
of withdrawal.

Rapid social change, as experienced with a big move, takes some 
getting used to. There will undoubtedly be periods where irritability  
bubbles to the surface. It's important that you don't give up trying 

to adapt. “It's about being open to 
change, and change is a very scary 
thing for most of us,” says Strother. 
“If you feel like an outsider on a 
temporary assignment, there's not 
enough incentive to navigate that 
uncharted emotional territory. You 
have to want it. Without anticipation 
of the rewards at the other end, 
people give up.”

“We could see ourselves living 
here for a long time,” says the Johnsons. The family does miss home 
and family at times, but their weekly Skype chats keep them in the 
loop and have helped smooth out the bumps. “Get out of the country 
when you need a break,” urges Strother. “Going home for a spell can 
help. A little bit of Bali doesn't hurt either!” 

Everybody experiences culture shock in different ways – it can be a 
daunting learning process. It is the confrontation of all that you know 
put up against a completely new reality. It is a test you have to accept. 
You may be in China for one year, you may be here for ten. Whatever 
the case, what you feel and how you react to these feelings is part 
of your self-growth. Just remember, experiencing culture shock is  
completely normal, but it only happens under amazing circumstances, 
so get out there and live it up. 

CHANGE IS 
A VERY SCARY THING 

FOR MOST OF US

Barbara’s son Nate sips suannaiBarbara’s sons Nick (wearing a cap) and Nate (short hair) in Beijing 
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Crazy

The ivory tower that is the Foreign Affairs Department of Beijing Motor Vehicle Administration

Getting a Chinese driver’s license   
by Charlotte Moreau 

A 
big adjustment for many foreigners in Beijing is their inability  
to drive. If you’re lucky enough to have a driver, it can feel like 
a perk not having to worry about traffic and parking. But if the 
driver is attached to your working spouse, it can be frustrating 

to depend on fixed schedules for transportation. While you may feel the 
urge to get your own license, remember that traffic here is essentially 
organized chaos. You have to be very confident to get behind the wheel 
in Beijing, where rules are mere suggestions. Should you decide to 
brave the process, there’s a few things you should know. 
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quiz yourself
Are you ready to drive in China? Here’s a micro-test taken from the 
official study book (pardon the Chinglish):

A: After a vehicle falls into water, the wrong method for the 
driver to rescue himself is to _____.
1. Close the window to prevent water from flowing into the vehicle
2. Immediately use hand to open the door
3. Let the water to fill up the driver’s cab so that the water pressure 
both inside and outside is equal
4. Use a large plastic bag to cover the head and tight the neck 
closely

B: When driving a vehicle, the driver _____ for the sake of 
safety.
1. May wear slippers
2. May wear any shoes
3. Should not wear slippers
4. May wear high heels

C. The article that cannot be used to stop bleeding by dress-
ing is _____.
1. Bondage
2. Sling
3. Tourniquet
4. Hemp Rope

Answers: 
A: 1; B: 3; C: 4 

Summing up the odd approach to driving in China, one local driver 
commented on the illogical “correct” answer to question A by saying: 
“It just depends on how big the plastic bag is.”

RESOURCES

FESCO 
Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm. Suite 0702, 7/F, Tower B, FESCO Bldg, 
17 Xidawang Lu, Chaoyang District (6777 1091, 8561 6663, 
chenguangservice@fesco.com.cn) www.fescoservice.com 

朝阳区西大望路17号Fesco大厦B座7层0702室

ST Car Care Beijing 
Daily 9am-6pm. 507 Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Town, Shunyi District 
(8046 2075, stautoclub@yahoo.com.cn) www.stautoclub.com.cn 
顺义区天竺镇荣祥广场507

Expat Car
Daily 24 hours. Beigao Lukou, Jichangfu Lu, Chaoyang District (8152 
3060, service@expatcar.com) www.expatcar.com 
朝阳区机场附路北皋路口

International Newcomers’ Network (INN) 
(INNbeijing@hotmail.com) www.innbeijing.org 

Foreign Affairs Department of Beijing  
Motor Vehicle Administration
Mon-Fri 8.30am-8pm, Sat-Sun 9am-4pm. 18 Nansihuan Donglu (south-
west of Shibalidian Nanqiao, Nansihuan Waihuan), 
Chaoyang District (8762 5150) 
朝阳区南四环东路18号（南四环外环十八里店南桥西南侧)

Shunyi-based San Te Car Care charges between RMB 650 and RMB 
800 depending on membership levels. Expat Car is cheapest at RMB 
600. After you have your license, you can contact these services and 
others for car purchases or leases, maintenance and more.

short term solutions
Visitors can get a Temporary Driving Permit, providing they hold a 
visa with a valid period of stay for no more than 90 days. This permit  
allows access to rental cars only. Keep in mind that this process, too, 
takes five working days to complete and will cost RMB 450 if you choose 
to have a service assist you.

license renewal
When it’s time for license renewal, you’ll be happy to know that you 
only need to retake the vision test. Until and unless driving regula-

tions change, you may simply keep your 
old study guide as a China souvenir or 
share it with others going through the 
same process.

is it really worth it?
Do consider the risks before getting your 
license. According to the International 
Newcomers Network (INN), China has the 
highest number of traffic fatalities in the 

world, with about 30 percent  involving bicyclists. More than 50 percent of  
drivers do not wear seatbelts, while helmet use (for both motorbikes 
and bicycles) is virtually non-existent. And be aware that many  
motorists simply do not obey traffic laws. On the other hand, if you 
have what it takes to pass the test and are a capable driver, a Chinese 
driver’s license will give you amazing freedoms.  

can you drive in beijing?
First and foremost – are you allowed to drive here? If you’re with a  
company on a package, you may need to check with the human  
resources department to see what you are entitled to do. Some  
companies do not allow procuring a driver’s license due to liability. 

what about insurance? 
If you are allowed to drive, the next step is obtaining insurance. Drivers 
in China must carry accident insurance. Will your family’s company cover 
you? Can you get a rider on your existing home country insurance? You 
need to explore all options to make sure that driving simply for your 
personal freedom doesn’t come at too high of a cost.

left and right
In China, motorists drive on the right side of the road, and the driver’s 
seat is on the left side of the car. It’s 
hard enough to drive here without hav-
ing to remember that it may be opposite 
of what you’re used to, depending on 
your country of origin.

the process
The entire process takes three to four 
weeks. Once you’ve taken care of the 
basics, here are the requirements for 
getting your personal driver’s license:

• Original driver’s license from your home country, together with an 
official Chinese translation. RMB 200. 
• If you do not already have a valid license, you must take a Chinese 
driver’s education course and pass both the road and written tests.
• Passport, visa and resident permit.
• Four passport photos, one-inch size showing both ears (and glasses, 
if normally worn while driving). RMB 20.
• Vision test from approved Chinese provincial-level or higher public 
hospital. Beijing Friendship Hospital and China-Japan Friendship  
Hospital are two of many choices. RMB 10.
• Application form and payment. RMB 50.
• The official study book (available in nine languages). There are a 
thousand sample questions that you will need to read, study and 
memorize. RMB 90
• A trip to the Foreign Affairs Department of Beijing Motor Vehicle 
Administration to take the test. 

the test
Once the test date is set, you need to arrive at the appointed time 
to take a computerized exam, available in Chinese, English, French, 
German, Spanish, Japanese, Korean, Russian, or Arabic. Of the 100 
questions asked, you must correctly answer a minimum of 90 to pass. 
The results are shown on the computer screen immediately. If you 
pass, you’ll receive your license in five business days (license is valid 
for six years). If you do not pass, you may make another appointment 
to re-take the test. 

take the expressway
If you are adventurous and have a bit of Mandarin under your 
belt, you can go through the process alone. However, most people  
recommend hiring a service to assist you. They may charge dearly for 
the convenience, but it’s well worth the price to avoid the hassle. 

Services vary, but usually include completing forms, translating 
licenses, providing transportation to and from the eye exam and  
testing site, providing the test booklet, and delivering the license to 
you. FESCO charges RMB 950 for the complete process, but their 
website also lists individual costs of each step should you decide on 
an a la carte approach. 

MORE THAN 50 PERCENT 
OF DRIVERS DO NOT 

WEAR SEATBELTS

mailto:chenguangservice@fesco.com.cn
http://www.fescoservice.com
mailto:stautoclub@yahoo.com.cn
http://www.stautoclub.com.cn
mailto:service@expatcar.com
http://www.expatcar.com
mailto:INNbeijing@hotmail.com
http://www.innbeijing.org
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the hunt 
The list of pros and cons changes and grows depending on who you talk 
to. People with children suggest that you choose your school first. Explore 
all facets of city and suburb schools. Many are stellar and it’s worth the 
effort to visit them and see what fits your family best. If possible, choose 
your housing location based on your school of choice. Schools have many 
after-school events your kids won’t want to miss, and likely their school-
mates will live nearby. Be aware that sometimes schools have long waiting 
lists and it isn’t possible to get into your number one choice. School bus 
services are almost always available going to and from the city and the 
suburbs, so transportation is still readily available if the coordination of 
school and home does not work out.

Be sure to get a realtor that will work for your needs. Ask for another 
agent if you are feeling any undue pressure. And be sure that they know 
what to ask for: Can you get a free month’s rent? Is there a furniture  
allowance? Are you allowed to paint inside? Are clubhouse facilities  
included? No question is a silly one – ask before you sign. 

Here are some tips from people who have gone through the house-
hunting process:

• If you’re here on a relocation package, try adding the option of moving 
after the first year. Often, it takes that long to know what really suits you 
and your family. If you’re not on a package, sign a one-year lease only.
• Rental prices tend to increase in July and August. The cheaper months 
to move are between January and April, when more houses are available 
and fewer tenants are looking.
• Many people suggest never using the “company preferred” real estate 
agency, as they know your budget and maximum price. Lease negotiation 
is exactly that, a negotiation. You should explain what you’re looking for, 
not what your budget is. 
• If you have time to spare, consider using multiple agents and choose 
several houses and apartments that would fit your needs. Different agents 
often give different prices on the same house, and you’ll always want 
something to fall back on should one agent not pull through.
• If you speak Chinese, working directly with the compound management 
or landlord is often the best way to go. They are often most willing to 
negotiate fairly.
• Expats should expect to pay 20-40 percent higher than locals for  
accommodation. 
• While many expats work in Haidian District and Financial Street, few 
families opt to live in the west of Beijing. 
• Find out who lives in the complex you are considering. Tailoring your 
living environment with compatible tenants may help you settle in more 
easily.

There is an overwhelming amount of housing options to consider. To 
help begin your search, we’ve provided a selection of popular real estate 
options and ballpark prices. Real estate agents dealing with expat-friendly 
compounds tend to keep their prices in USD. Rents change regularly, so 
check with your agent for the most up-to-date figures.

city accommodation
Central Park: 63sqm-600sqm (penthouse); USD 800-10,000/
month; great location and world-class facilities, wide choice of floor 
plans and modern style.
Palm Springs: 123-600sqm; USD 2,300-12,000/month; perfect 
view of Chaoyang Park, five-star club facilities.
Park Avenue: 98-370sqm; USD 1,200-8,000/month; bright with 
open kitchens, view of Chaoyang Park, convenient transportation.
Parkview Tower: 164-330sqm; USD 1,300-6,000/month; spacious 
layout, cost-effective, open balconies.
Hairun International: 77-250sqm; USD 600-3,500/month; Lido 
area, reasonable price, large Asian and European community.
Embassy House: 213-400sqm (penthouse); USD 5,500-18,000/
month; built by Hines (American developer), great community  
atmosphere and facilities, located close to embassies and schools.

Other Options: There are many new communities available, such 
as Sanlitun SOHO, CBD Private Castle and Xanadu Apartments. 
Landlords of new apartments usually offer lower rents as they are 
eager to lease them as soon as possible. There is also the possibility 
to choose the furniture style of the apartment as a first tenant. The 
downside to new housing is possible ongoing construction noise, 
dust and smells. 

Good to Know: Lido has long been known as a great family-
friendly area, conveniently located between downtown and Shunyi.  
Meanwhile, Shuangjing has become a new hotspot for families  
seeking an inner city locale with cheaper accommodation options. If 
you plan to work around Guomao, this area is a great option. 

F
inding a place to live in Beijing – where do you begin? In a 
city with over 22 million people, roughly the population of 
Australia, it’s a daunting task. Using a good real estate or 
relocation agent to help you through the process is important, 

especially if you are new to the city. By weighing the pros and cons 
of city versus suburb living, you can immediately cut your choices 
in half. 

City Versus Suburbs
Your real estate options   

by Charlotte Moreau 

considering the city?
Pros: Living in the heart of the city is a great Beijing experience. You will 
likely be within walking distance of historical sites, restaurants, shopping 
hubs, embassies and schools. Medical facilities, should you need them, 
are convenient as well. The subway makes it easy to get around and cabs 
are plentiful. Many company offices are downtown, making a commute for 
the family wage earner a relatively easy one. Living quarters range from 
the more economical local options to the fancy (and expensive) modern 
high-rise complexes. In the city, you’ll be immersed in Chinese culture, 
and you’ll likely improve your Mandarin much faster.

Cons: If you are a dog lover, your pet must be less than 35cm tall to live 
within the Fourth Ring Road (see p28 for more details). The inconvenience 
of dog ownership when living in an apartment might also play out during  
the many trips to take the pet outdoors. While you may have grassy 
courtyards or nice parks nearby for outdoor recreation, it’s not your yard, 
and going home means walking up stairwells and down corridors. You’ll 
need to ensure that getting your youngest children to school is safe and 
convenient from where you choose to live. Not having your own car may 
be a blessing, but if you have multiple children or young ones that you 
want buckled in a car seat, getting places in a taxi can become a chore. 
Air and noise pollution is more abundant in the city, too.

settling in the suburbs?
Pros: Once nothing more than countryside, the suburbs outside 
Fifth Ring Road have become a fast-growing extension of the city. 
Proximity to the International Airport, Beijing’s largest international  
schools, and the option of detached houses, town houses or  
apartments has created an attractive neighborhood for expats. 
Families with kids have the convenience of spur-of-the-moment play 
dates and activities to help foster friendships, while children can safely 
roam around gated compounds by themselves. You likely have a car 
or driver to get around, and far less traffic to contend with. If you 
don’t have a driver or a car, subway Line 15 makes trips downtown 
much easier. You still get the China experience with local hutongs, 
restaurants, and the occasional herd of sheep on the road to remind 
you of where you’re living. Large dogs? No problem here.

Cons: Unless you’re pulled out of your cocoon, it’s easy to miss 
all that this historical city offers by being “so far out” in Shunyi 
or nearby suburbs. Life gets busy and time flies by, sometimes  
without taking advantage of the city experiences. You can occasionally 
feel isolated in an expat bubble. Other than the gardens inside the  
compounds, there aren’t as many public parks as there are in the city, 
and you’re ability to get out and explore is limited. The commute to 
work is likely longer and more expensive, and taxis from the city to 
Shunyi are hard to come by as the taxi drivers find it difficult to get 
a fare back into the city. Downtown cab drivers rarely know how to 
get around in the suburbs, which can make traveling difficult if you 
don’t speak any Mandarin.
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Central Park apartment complex in the heart of the CBD Embassy House offers great views, but is it right for your family?
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RESOURCES

Beijing Goodview Property Agency Co., Ltd. 华嘉汇

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm. Contact Dinah Chan. Rm 6A3, 6/F, East Wing, 
Hanwei Plaza, 7 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District (6561 6166) 
www.goodviewpro.com 朝阳区光华路7号汉威大厦东区6层6A3室

Embassy House 北京万国公寓

Daily 8.30am-5.30am. Contact Ludovic Dumas, Director of  
Residences. 18 Donzhimenwai Xiaojie, Dongcheng District (8449 
9000) www.embassyhouse.com 东城区东直门外小街18号

Midland Realty 美联物业

Daily 9.30am-9pm. Contact Huijing Xie (Barbara). B1/F, Euro 
Plaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu Town, Shunyi District (8046 3208) 
www.midland.com.cn 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆时尚购物中

心地下一层

shunyi accommodation
Yosemite: 360sqm-800sqm (detached house); USD 4,200-12,000/
month; close to ISB, great layout, American, Spanish and Chinese 
design choices.
Lane Bridge: 256sqm-380sqm (semi-detached house); USD 3,850-
7,000/month; close to WAB, easy access to Airport Expressway.
Beijing Riviera: 130sqm-468sqm (detached house); USD 1,850-
10,800/month; great club and facilities, perfect social environment, 
dedicated dog park.
River Garden: 160sqm-400sqm all detached; USD 3,100-8,000/
month; great management, social atmosphere, many US embassy 
residents.
Capital Paradise: 160sqm-800sqm (detached house with pool); 
USD 2,000-8,000/month; cost effective, good environment, wide 
choice of styles.

Legend Garden: 265-400sqm; USD 4,500-6,000/month; close to 
Dulwich, large European community, great gardens, golf course.

Other Options: Some of the newer, larger villas in the suburbs 
such as Shadow Creek are now being purchased by affluent local 
Chinese families. These mansions have indoor swimming pools and 
can cost RMB 60 million. Often, an extended family will live in one 
of these houses.

Good to Know: Landlords in the suburbs have started preferring 
two-year leases. While they do not want to change tenants often,  
landlords are now either selling their properties, or moving into them 
themselves. Long-term leases might prove to be beneficial to both 
parties: they provide security of occupancy for the landlord, while 
resulting in more attentiveness to tenant needs and requests.

Dabei Yao (Guomao)  
大北窑（国贸）

The CBD and Silk Street Market 

Buses in Beijing
Sanlitun Village: Bus 113 

Note: Only major bus stops have been included.

cost
RMB 1 for a paper ticket bought on the bus, RMB 0.40 using a  
transportation swipe card.

buying a transportation swipe card 
Cards are available at all major subway stations. The card itself costs 
RMB 20 (you can reclaim the RMB 20 when you give back the card, 
but you need the original receipt). You can use this card to ride all of 
the subway and bus lines in Beijing. 

topping up your card
To top up your card, use the recharge machines inside all subway sta-
tions (instructions available in English). Alternatively, go to the ticket 
booth, give the recharge amount and your transportation swipe card 
to one of the staff and they’ll do it for you.       
  
tip
On buses, one door is for passengers boarding and one is for 
passengers getting off. Don’t enter via the exit doors as you’ll 
find you’ll get yelled at by the conductor.

Minzuyuan Lu 民族园路

Close to the Chinese 
Ethnic Culture Park

Sanlitun 三里屯

Find the Sanlitun Village 
and other expat-friendly 

hangouts

Gongren Tiyuchang 
(Worker’s Stadium)
工人体育场

A key landmark close to 
Bodhi spa, Yoga Yard and 
restaurants 

Dongsishitiao
东十四条

Get off here for subway 
Line 2 and The Poli Theater

Jiaodaokou Nan 
 (Nanluogu Xiang) 
交道口南（南锣鼓巷）

Explore Beijing’s hutongs

Beijing Riviera: a Shunyi compound that feels just like home
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questions to consider when hiring an ayi
• Does she speak any English?
• Has she worked with expat families before?  
• Does she know first aid? 
• What were the ages of the children she’s cared for in the past? 
How much experience does she have caring for babies?
• Do you have pets that need looking after? In which case, does she 
have any allergies or experience looking after animals?
• Do you want her to be available for babysitting? 
• Will she be available during weekends?
• Do you want her to cook? In which case, do want her to cook 
Western food? 
• Do you want a live-in ayi? If so, what living requirements does 
your ayi have?
• Does she have insurance? If not, you can offer to buy her accident 
insurance. Inquire at China Life Insurance Company for details. 
• Do you want a trial period? This is normally a minimum of three 
weeks and a maximum of three months.
• Is she trustworthy? Was she referred to you by a friend? If not, 
can you keep a copy of her ID card? 
• What exactly do you want your ayi to do? Make a list of day-to-day 
jobs you require her to do, as well as a list of odd jobs you may need 
her help with, such looking after the children at birthday parties. 
• How much is her salary? And how much is her overtime?  
• How much will her annual bonus be? Ayis typically receive a bonus 
during Chinese New Year. Some ayis tell you how much they want, 
while others leave the decision up to you; either way you need to 
discuss this beforehand. 

baby, you can drive my car
The best way to get a driver is to go through a car rental company. 
They have certain certifications and requirements for the drivers they 
employ. Car rental companies also have a pool of drivers to choose 
from and are your best chance of finding a bilingual driver. 

As a point of reference, car rental companies charge between 
RMB 4,000 and RMB 5,000 per month for an English-speaking driver. 
This does not include petrol or tolls. Standard hours for drivers are 
7am-6pm, Monday through Saturday. If you need a driver outside 
those times, expect to pay overtime around RMB 10 per hour  
during the week, RMB 20 per hour on Sundays, and RMB 30 per 
hour on holidays.  

questions to consider when hiring a driver
• Do you need the driver to speak English?
• Does the driver have experience with expat families?
• What kind of car do they drive? 
• What are the driver’s standard working hours?
• How much is their salary? And how much is their overtime?  
• How much will their annual bonus be? Normally, drivers receive 
a bonus at Chinese New Year. You need to discuss this with your 
driver. 

Helping Hands
Finding an ayi and a driver   

by Imogen Kandel
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THE NUMBER OF DOMESTIC 
WORKERS HAS DWINDLED

This ayi has been with the same family for over 13 years 

I
n a country where the language, culture and environment 
present endless challenges, it’s nice to know that help is out 
there. Having a driver and a nanny (ayi) to help in the home 
gives you more time to adjust to new environs and do the things 

you want to do, like spending quality time with your kids. But as living 
costs in Beijing continue to rise and cheap housing is demolished 
to make way for shiny new apartment complexes, the number of 
domestic workers has dwindled, making it increasingly difficult to 
find qualified people. To help you with your search, we’ve compiled 
a list of reputable driver and ayi agencies, as well as some important 
questions you should ask before signing on the dotted line. 

finding the perfect ayi
The pressures of modern life and work have made nannies (youersao,  
幼儿嫂, or as expats prefer to call them, ayi 阿姨) a necessity 
for many Beijing families. While agencies and companies offering 
nanny services abound, choosing the right one can be as tough as 
parenting itself. 

For families living in Shunyi, you can enquire about available ayis 
at the front desk of your compound. Compound staff normally has an 
unofficial directory of ayis – a folder full of various names, their work 
experience and contact information. Keep in mind that this list may 
not be up-to-date. Also, major stores in Shunyi (like Jenny Lou’s) will 
have a noticeboard full of listings of ayis looking for work.  

If you’re living downtown, one of the best ways to find an ayi 
is word of mouth, recommendations from friends, or online via  
beijingkids classifieds and forum. Yahoo groups like Beijing Café and 
Beijing Mamas are also very helpful. 

The best time to find an ayi is around June or December when 
many families leave Beijing either for a holiday or to relocate to 
another city or country. During these peak times, online forums 
are flooded with notices from families helping their ayi find a new 
employer. 

warning signs
While there are many caring and responsible ayis out there, it’s 
not uncommon to hear the odd horror story. Problems often occur 
during peak changeover times like the end of the summer holiday 
season or Spring Festival (Chinese New Year). Families tell tales of  
returning from holiday to find their ayi gone, or having their 
ayi threaten to leave unless the family gives them a pay rise. A  
common ploy by unscrupulous ayis is to claim a family member has 
had an accident or that they must return home due to an emergency. 
Sensing their distress, employers give their ayis leave with pay as 
well as some extra cash to help their families. The ayis then either 
pocket the cash and leave, or return a few weeks later demanding 
a pay rise.       

Ayis have their own share of problems, though. They must often 
give a high portion of their salaries to their agencies – though the 
typical range of this cut is RMB 300 to 500 a month (around 10 to 
15 percent), some reportedly pay their entire first month’s salary 
and then an additional 30 percent of their monthly salaries, which 
usually range from RMB 1,600 to 2,500 and up for those with more 
experience. It’s not surprising that in these more extreme situations, 
the quality of their service and morale suffers. 

To address this problem, the Beijing Municipal Labor and Social 
Security Bureau issued standard wage rates and tied them to levels 
of service (i.e. low, middle and high grades) in August of 2006. Most 
agencies abide by this code and will refer ayis of different salary levels 
based on skill and experience levels. But problems remain: Given the 
dearth of domestic helpers in Beijing, many agencies simply cannot 
keep up with the demand. 

Be wary of agencies that will lie about the skill (and hence salary) 
level of their ayis, many of whom are hired “off the street” (or even 
at the train stations) with little or no experience.
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CAR/DRIVER AGENCIES
Beijing Top Rated Car Rental Service 北京首选顺达商务服务

有限公司

Daily 24 hours. Rm 1012, B Tower, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu (400 
0041 910, 6504 7266, haitao1188@live.cn) www.sxsdcar.com 
朝阳区东四环中路39号B座1012室

Beijing TOP-A Vehicle Service 途安汽车租赁

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. Rm.6003, 6/F, Ambassador Mansion, 
B21 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang District (64381634, 135 0123 7792, 
han@expatslife.com) www.expatslife.com 
朝阳区酒仙桥路乙21号国宾大厦6F-3

Beijing North Star Car Rental Company 北京北辰汽车租赁公司

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. 2/F, Bldg 14, Anyuan Beili, Chaoyang  
District (800 810 2280) 朝阳区安苑北里14号楼2层 

Beijing North Car Rental 北京北方汽车租赁有限公司

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. Rm 1031, New Fortune International, 71 
Chaoyang Lu, Chaoyang District (5136 8096) 朝阳区朝阳路71号锐

城国际1031室

First Choice Car Rental Service 北京嘉驰商务服务有限公司

Daily 24 hours. Rm 507, Partview Center, 5 Fangyuan Xilu, Dongcheng 
District (400 0041 199, 138 1015 6525) 东城区朝阳区芳园里西路

5号丽园中心507室 

AAA Expatcar 
Daily 9am-5pm. 18 Liyuan Beijie, Tongzhou District (8152 3060, 
sales@expatcar.com) www.expatcar.com 通州区梨园北街18号院

Beijing North Car Rental 北京北方汽车租赁有限公司

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. Rm 1031, New Fortune International, 71 
Chaoyang Lu, Chaoyang District (5136 8096) 朝阳区朝阳路71号锐

城国际1031室
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Buses in Beijing
Dongzhimen: Bus 635 

Erlizhuang 二里庄

Close to the Jingsheng Expressway 

Kangjiagou 康家沟

Near Joy City shopping mall, Chaoyang Beilu location

Gulou 鼓楼

Full of funky shops and cafes 

Baochao Hutong  
(Nanluogu Xiang) 
宝钞胡同

Great place to take visitorsDongnei Xiaojie (Gui Jie) 
东内小街

Red lanterns line this street 
famous for its hot pot Dongzhimen

东直门

Get off here to catch the 
Airport Express subway line

Ciyunsi 慈云寺

Close to Yew Chung Int’l 
School Beijing and various 

apartment compounds

Chunxiu Lu 春秀路

Many embassies call this 
area home Nongye Zhanlan Guan  

(Agricultural Exhibition 
Center) 
农业展览馆

Right on the 2nd Ring RoadTuanjiehu 团结湖

These leafy streets surround 
Tuanjiehu Park

Chaoyang Gongyuan 
(Chaoyang Park) 朝阳公园

Beijing’s biggest park, a 
great spot to play with the 
kids

Note: Only major bus stops have been included

cost
RMB 1 for a paper ticket bought on the bus, RMB 0.40 using a  
transportation swipe card.

buying a transportation swipe card 
Cards are available at all major subway stations. The card itself costs 
RMB 20 (you can reclaim the RMB 20 when you give back the card, 
but you need the original receipt). You can use this card to ride all of 
the subway and bus lines in Beijing. 

topping up your card
To top up your card, use the recharge machines inside all subway sta-
tions (instructions available in English). Alternatively, go to the ticket 
booth, give the recharge amount and your transportation swipe card 
to one of the staff and they’ll do it for you.          

tip
When traveling by subway or bus, try to avoid peak hours (8-
9.30am, 5-7pm). For the uninitiated, it can be an overwhelming  
and uncomfortable experience. 

Mark Lee is an English-speaking driver with Beijing North Car Rental

AYI AGENCIES
Beijing Ayi Housekeeping Service Company 
北京家福来劳务服务有限公司

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Rm 220, Sanxia Zhaoshang Dasha, 11  
Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang District (6434 5647, 6434 5648, 139 1136 
3252, service@bjayi.com) www.bjayi.com  朝阳区酒仙桥路甲11号

三峡招商大厦220室

Beijing EX-PATS Service 北京易杨家美信息咨询有限公司

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. Rm.6003, 6/F, Ambassador Mansion, B21 
Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang District (6438 1634, 135 0123 7792, 
service@expatslife.com) www.expatslife.com 朝阳区酒仙桥路乙

21号国宾大厦6F-3  

Beijing Sunnyhome Housekeeping Service 
北京午后阳光家政服务有限公司

Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm. Rm3022, 3/F, Shiyi Hotel, 1 Jiuxianqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District (5288 4727, 133 6636 9720) www.bjayiservice.com  
朝阳区酒仙桥路1号世一休闲商务酒店3层3022室

Beijing Huijia Ayi Housekeeping Service Company 
北京汇佳家政

Daily 8am-10pm. 16 Qianquhe, Gaoliying Zhen, Shunyi District 
(136 4113 7690) www.beijingayiservice.com 顺义区高丽营镇前渠

河16号   

JNY Home Service 北京解你忧家政服务有限公司

Daily 9am-6pm. Rm 909A, Huashang Dasha, 2 Yanjing Xili, ChaoYang 
District (5100 0246, 131 4618 3265, Lynn870330@hotmail.com) 
www.saybeijing.cn  朝阳区延静西里2号华商大厦909室

mailto:han@expatslife.com
http://www.expatslife.com
mailto:sales@expatcar.com
http://www.expatcar.com
mailto:service@bjayi.com
http://www.bjayi.com
mailto:service@expatslife.com
http://www.expatslife.com
http://www.bjayiservice.com
http://www.beijingayiservice.com
mailto:Lynn870330@hotmail.com
http://www.saybeijing.cn


30 beijingkids Home and Relocation Guide   2011

arrivals

31Home and Relocation Guide   2011             beijingkids

ar
ri

va
ls

动物狂犬病免疫注射定点单位. Furthermore, only Chinese veterinarians 
are licensed to practice and administer shots in China. Relocating within 
China or leaving the country with your pet requires an official Beijing 
Animal Health and Immunity Certificate (a red booklet listing your pet’s 
vaccinations) from an official animal hospital. Choose a hospital wisely 
and stay with them; it’ll help keep your paperwork in order if you need to 
relocate again with your pet.

As the only legally registered full-service, fully-owned foreign animal 
hospital in northern China, the International Center for Veterinary Services 
(ICVS) comes highly recommended. The international staff speaks both 
English and Mandarin. In addition to veterinary services, ICVS also provides 
boarding and day care services, as well as grooming, obedience training 
and a well-stocked pet store. Owners can also take their pets to the legally 
registered Guan Shang Animal Hospital (Chinese-speaking only).

registering dogs in china
In accordance with Beijing law, all dogs must be registered and vaccinated 
against rabies annually (three-year vaccinations in other countries are not 
recognized by China). Owners found with unregistered dogs face a RMB 
2,000 fine, plus the initial registration fee. A registered dog is provided with 
a dog license - an ID card with information about the dog and owner. 

Each year, registration begins on May 1 and lasts until early July. Dog 
owners arriving in China outside the official registration period should 
contact the local Public Security Bureau (PSB) about registration. For dogs 
that are already registered, owners have a one-month window from May 
1 to May 31 to renew their dog’s registration. Registration completed in 
the summer of 2011 is valid until April 30, 2012.

Because the registration process varies among districts, dog owners 
should visit their local police station (paichusuo 派出所) for complete  
instructions. For an initial visit, it is recommended you bring the following: 
the dog, two passport-size photos of your dog (front head shot), your 
passport and residency permit, your lease agreement or property title 
document, permission from your neighborhood watch committee (juweihui 
居委会), and cash. 

First-time registration does not require proof of a rabies vaccination, 
but those renewing must bring an official vaccination immunity certificate. 
Also, microchipping is not required in China. The initial registration fee 
within Beijing’s eight major districts (Dongcheng, Xicheng, Chongwen, 
Xuanwu, Chaoyang, Haidian, Fengtai, Shijingshan) is RMB 1,000 and  
annual registration renewal is RMB 500 each subsequent year. Registration 
fees and procedures differ for areas outside Fifth Ring Road, so owners 
should contact their local PSB for details.

Owners with large dogs and/or multiple dogs should be aware of the 
one-dog-per-household rule and height restrictions for dogs in Beijing. 
While owners are restricted to registering one dog to their household, it is 
worth noting that the dog is registered to an address, not a person. Also, 
dogs within the Fifth Ring must be below 35cm (shoulder to floor). However, 
some dogs over 50cm have been known to pass height requirements.

Owners with dogs that have been neutered or spayed may receive up 
to 50 percent off the initial registration fee, provided the veterinary hospital 
is a registered and licensed animal hospital in Beijing. For a discounted 
rabies vaccination, bring the dog registration receipt and dog license to 
a legally registered and licensed animal hospital in Beijing. See p59 for 
more information on keeping pets in Beijing.

RESOURCES

International Center for Veterinary Services (ICVS)  
北京新天地国际动物医院

Mon-Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-7pm. 29 Liangma Qiao Lu, Anjialou, 
Chaoyang District (8456 1939/40/41, icvs_china@yahoo.com)  
www.icvsasia.com 朝阳区安家楼亮马桥路 29号 (肯特中心院内)

Guan Shang Animal Hospital 北京观赏动物医院

Daily 8.30am-10.30pm. 1/F, 7 North Third Ring Road (300 
meters West of An Hua Qiao, on the north side of the street) 
(6237 1359 ex 8037, 6205 1944 ext 8037 Chinese only) 
北三环中路7号一层（安华桥往西三百米路北）

Pet Express (Asian Tigers)
Stephane Camguilhem, Beijing Manager (6415 1188 ext 160, stephane.
camguilhem@asiantigers-china.com) www.asiantigers-china.com 

Globy Pet Relocation
Harriet Liu (8762 5020, 400 883 8011, Beijing@globypetrelo.com) 
www.globypetrelo.com
 
World Care Pet Transport
Kiki Chen, pet and household goods specialist (8459 3008/2858,  
Kiki.chen@worldcarepet.com.cn) www.worldcarepet.com

China Inspection and Quarantine (CIQ)
C11 Jianxiang Villa, A1 Huayanbeili, Chaoyang District (english@ciq.
org.cn) http://en.ciqcid.com 朝阳区华严北里甲1号健翔山庄C11座 

ALL DOGS MUST BE REGISTERED 
AND VACCINATED AGAINST  

RABIES ANNUALLYfor the Long Haul
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M
aking the move to Beijing isn’t complete without your furry 
companion. We’ve done a lot of digging to find out how best 
to do it, but use this as a guide only. Pet owners are strongly 
encouraged to research the latest rules and regulations. 

requirements bringing pets to china
One pet per passport is allowed into China. Passport holders need to hold 
a Z visa (employment visa) to import a pet. Owners must prepare the 
following documents:
• An official certificate of recent rabies vaccination. Vaccination must be 
no more than 12 months old and at least 30 days prior to entry.
• An official certificate from your country of origin for exporting your pet. 
Each country has a different procedure. To confirm which government 
agency oversees this process in your country, ask your vet or a relocation 
company. In Hong Kong, it is the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation 
Department; in Singapore, it is the Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority 
of Singapore.
• A health certificate (or letter) prepared by a vet, attesting to the health 
of your pet.

quarantine in beijing
In China, the Entry/Exit Inspection & Quarantine Bureau oversees all 
animals for import and export in China. The bureau requires a 30-day 
quarantine for pets arriving in China. Some Chinese cities may be lax about 
this rule, but the government is stepping up enforcement. Occasionally, 
diplomatic passport holders are given the courtesy of a 30-day quarantine at 
home, but there are no guarantees. In cities less strict about the mandatory 
quarantine, relocation companies have been able to reduce the quarantine 
period significantly. Officially, owners are not permitted to see their pets 
during quarantine by the China Inspection and Quarantine (CIQ).

In preparation for quarantine, owners should consider vaccinating their 
pet for kennel cough at least two weeks before departure. 

arrival in china
After quarantine, owners should bring their pet to a vet for a routine 
check-up. Not all of Beijing’s veterinary hospitals are legally registered 
with the Chinese government to provide rabies vaccinations. Your vet 
should have a large gold plaque with Chinese characters on it that reads:  

Julia and her dog Mei in their Beijing backyard

Kara Chin’s dog Rivers, ready to go with all his important documents
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Bringing Pets 

Importing a furry friend into Beijing   

by Kara Chin

Julia and her dog Mei basking in the Beijing sun
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tips for safe air travel
Time of year: Consider the time of year you are traveling and make proper 
arrangements for your pet by contacting your airline in advance. Each  
airline imposes travel restrictions for pets in times of extreme temperatures. 
“Blackout” months typically begin in May and last until October. When 
the ground temperature is above 30˚C, they are usually not permitted as 
check-in excess baggage. This is to avoid the risk of dehydration should 
the flight be delayed and the animals have to sit on the hot tarmac.  
Certain breeds, such as boxers, pugs, bulldogs and Pekinese, have difficulty 
breathing in hot weather and may be restricted from flying in hot weather 
months. For cold climates, Air Canada has a blackout period in the winter 
when ground temperatures are close to freezing.

Feeding: Do not feed your pet any food at least six hours before the 
journey. If it is a morning flight, feed your pet the night before. Your 
pet is allowed small amounts of water. To provide water during the 
journey, use a water dish that attaches to the door of the crate. Fill it up  
halfway with water and freeze it the night before. Do not use ball-bearing  
water bottles as they leak water, leaving your pet wet and uncomfortable  
during the trip.

Potty before departure: Walk your dog as you normally would in the 
morning, but try to fit in an extra walk at least 30 minutes to an hour before 
you depart for the airport. For cats, make sure the litter box is clean and 
accessible until right before you put your cat into the crate. 

Pet identification: Provide your pet with a collar that will not get 
caught on the doors of the crate. Attach two forms of identification 
to the pet’s collar: one ID with your name, address, and contact 
number of your country of origin; another ID with your name 
address and contact number of your country of destination. 
ICVS can personalize an ID tag for RMB 70. 

Tape a photo of your pet and a travel label to your pet 
carrier with your name, permanent address, telephone number 
and email address. Write down your final destination and flight 
numbers. During travel, owners should carry a current photo-
graph of their pet. If your pet is lost during the trip, a photograph 
will help airline employees search more effectively.

Tranquilizers and sedatives:  
Animals should not be given  
tranquilizers unless specifically 
prescribed by a veterinarian. 
For those interested in 
homeopath ic  ca lming  
remedies for pets during 
travel, inquire at ICVS.

Carry-on vs. check-in  
(excess baggage): Contact 
your airline in advance about 
traveling with a pet. Some 
airlines allow pets as carry-on 
and others insist on checking 
in your pet as excess baggage 
(that goes in the cargo hold ). 
Airlines that allow carry-on  
usually require a soft carrier 
in which your pet would remain 
under the seat in front of you. 
Be aware of the airline’s rules and 
restrictions, regarding bringing pets 
as carry-on. Also inquire about their 
weight restrictions and whether 
the airline requires you to book 
cargo space in advance.

Air crates: Your air crate must be approved by your airline. Many 
crate manufacturers claim that their crate designs are approved by the  
International Air Transport Association (IATA). However, your airline will 
have the final say on whether your air crate is acceptable. For IATA-approved 
crates, inquire at ICVS.

Before traveling, give your pet at least one month to get used to being 
inside the crate to help minimize stress. On the day of travel, line the floor 
of the crate with a small or folded cotton towel that already has your scent 
or your pet’s scent. This will help provide familiar smells and comfortable 
cushioning for your pet during the journey. The towel also helps to absorb 
any spilled water, urine or other fluids. Finally, never lock the doors of 
the crate with an additional lock as this impedes the ability to release or 
remove your pet from the crate in the event of an emergency. 

Food for travel: In the event of flight delays, some airlines may instruct 
their staff to provide food for the animals. Ask first, but some airlines 
allow owners to securely tape a small sealed bag of dry dog or cat food 
directly onto the crate. Be sure to include directions. For example: Feed 
half a bag for one meal.

Leash for dogs: Some airlines may arrange for dogs to be walked in 
the event of a flight delay. Check with your airline first but some airlines 
allow owners to tape a leash packaged inside a small clear plastic bag to 
the outside of the crate. Dog owners should also bring a leash with them 
in their carry-on luggage in case the leash taped to the crate is no longer 
attached after arrival.

Litter box for cats upon arrival: Pack a small, clean  
litter box or plastic tub and some fresh cat litter in a double 

zip-lock bag in your check-in luggage. This gives your cat 
the opportunity to use the litter box immediately after 
arriving at your destination and reduces the stress of 
having to purchase a litter box and cat litter, especially 
if you are in an unfamiliar new city or if you arrive after 
the shops are already closed. 

These tips are brought to you by Mary Peng, the 
co-founder of International Center for Veterinary 

Services (ICVS). Originally from New York City, 
she has been permanently based in China 

since 1991. She has also never 
lived a day in my life without 

pets and currently has two 
cats, a very large rabbit and 
a dog. Having relocated her 
cat from Beijing to New 

York and back to Beijing 
again, she understands 
the concerns of fellow 
pet owners. For more 
tips and advice, join 
her at her free monthly 
“Departing from China 
with Pets” information 
sessions at ICVS. For 
info on their upcoming 
events, visit beijing-
kids.com/events. 
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kitty
Owners: Nik Fogle and Jennifer Thomé
Pet: Cat (10 years old)
Country of origin: US
Total cost of relocation: USD 400 (including 
USD 250 to transport her via plane)
Airline: Korean Air

In the fall of 2010, Kitty was relocated from 
Los Angeles to Beijing. Owner Nik Fogle began 
researching the process three months prior to 
departure. It was a relatively easy process, tak-
ing around two weeks, so Fogle chose to forego 
the assistance of a relocation company. Also, his 
vet was both knowledgeable and helpful.

Two weeks before departure, a local 
vet examined the cat before giving them a  
completed APHIS 7001 form. It is best to check 
the best time to have an exit health examination, 
as often this is dependent on the destination 
country. Also, if a certificate is expired by even 
one minute, they might not let you through. 
The APHIS 7001 form, along with Kitty’s rabies 
vaccination form (she had been vaccinated three 
months prior), was brought to the local USDA 
office, where a USDA veterinarian reviewed the 
papers and certified the cat for import into China. 
For up-to-date requirements for exporting a pet 
from the US, check out the website for the US 
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (USDA) (www.aphis.
usda.gov).

Korean Air allowed the cat onboard as carry-
on and Kitty, weighing in at less than four kilos, 
was able to sit under the seat. Upon arrival in 
China, the China Inspection and Quarantine 
(CIQ) took copies of the forms (the APHIS 
7001 form and rabies vaccination form) and 
Fogle’s passport, as well as a photo of the cat. 
The cat was never quarantined upon arrival in 
Tianjin (though recently, authorities have been 
enforcing the 30-day quarantine). Next, Kitty 
was transported via train to Beijing. Technically, 
owners need a certificate issued by the train  
authorities to transport a pet, but the USDA 
health certificate, which was presented for 
the flight, sufficed. However, the lax attitude 
towards this regulation may change at a  
moment’s notice.

mei and lewis
Pet: Mei, dog (6 years old), Lewis, cat (3 years 
old)
Owners: Jennifer and Kevin Bushman
Country of origin: Canada
Relocation company: World Care Pet
Cost: USD 2,000 for flying both pets in cargo, 
USD 750 per pet for the relocation company 
(quarantine cost included)
Airline: Air Canada

In August 2010, both Mei and Lewis were  
relocated from Toronto, Canada to Beijing. 
About two weeks prior to departure, the family 
updated their pets’ shots, and prepared health 
certificates and vet signatures. To exit Canada, 
the pets were checked by a vet in Canada to  
ensure they were fit for a long trip. This procedure  
was required by Canada – most countries have 
a similar procedure.

Jennifer Bushman recommends hiring a 
pet relocation specialist. They used US-based  
WorldCare Pet. In China, their contact was 
Kiki Chen, who organized paperwork, inquired 
about the pets on a regular basis while they 
were in quarantine and picked up the pets from  
quarantine once they were released.

As they would be flying in the hot month of 
August, the pets were placed in cargo (not with 
checked baggage) - an area that is temperature 
controlled. This was a requirement of Air 
Canada.

Before leaving for China, the Bushmans 
were given conflicting information about the 
quarantine process for their pets. In the end, 
the pets were quarantined for 30 days. They left 
their pets with food, toys, bedding and bottled 
water. Their China pet relocation specialist Kiki 
checked in with the office on a regular basis, 
inquiring about the pets’ well-being. Despite 
being told they would not be permitted to see 
their pets during this time, they were able to visit 
their dog (not their cat) after 20 days. Mei was 
brought into the main office but the family was 
not allowed to see her cage or living situation. 
However, Mei seemed healthy and in good spirits. 
Also, the caretaker at the quarantine genuinely 
liked and cared for the animals. Jennifer found 
the staff at the quarantine center more diligent 
about caring for their pets when she persistently 
inquired about them. 

After 30 days, the pets were returned to the 
family – filthy, but healthy. Both Mei and Lewis 
have been happy and thriving ever since. PH
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AFTER 30 DAYS, THE PETS  
WERE RETURNED TO THE  

FAMILY - FILTHY, BUT HEALTHY

Lewis at home in Beijing

Mei loves walks in the park

Kitty is now living large in Beijing
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water
There are two ways to pay a water bill. Either the bill will come to 
your door, or you can charge water in advance with a card via building  
management. Water costs RMB 1.7 per cubic meter. If you receive a water 
bill, it must be paid on the spot, but if you’re not home, it will be taped 
to your door. To pay, take the bill to one of the following banks:

• Agriculture Bank of China 中国农业银行

• Bank of Beijing 北京银行

• Bank of China 中国银行

• Bank of Communications 交通银行

• China Citic Bank 中信银行

• China Construction Bank 中国建设银行

• China Everbright Bank 中国光大银行

• China Guangfa Bank 广东发展银行

• China Merchants Bank 招商银行

• China Minsheng Bank 中国民生银行

• Hua Xia Bank 华夏银行

• Industrial Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) 中国工商银行

• Industrial Bank 兴业银行

• Postal Saving Bank of China 中国邮政储蓄银行

• Rural Commercial Bank 农业商业银行

• Shanghai Pudong Development Bank 上海浦东发展银行

• Shenzhen Development Bank 深圳发展银行

other types of water
Some compounds charge separately for reclaimed water (water used for 
flushing toilets), hot water, and drinkable water (a second faucet). The 
last is not widely available; most people purchase drinking water from a 
water store located on the ground floor of their apartment compound. 
Reclaimed water and hot water are typically paid for using the top-up 
card system: handing over cash that is then transferred in the form of 
credit onto your water card. After topping up your card at either the 
bank or with your building management, insert your water card into 
the water meter for five seconds, but no more than 30 seconds. When 
the meter reaches two units, it’s time to purchase more water. As with 
the electricity card, keep it away from strong electromagnetic devices. 
It’s important to remember that apartment compounds have different 
systems for purchasing water. Some compounds require you to purchase 
water from them exclusively (you can’t buy water from a bank) and 
only on certain days of the week. Contact your building management 
for specific details. Drinkable water is usually paid in cash directly at the 
water company’s office each month.

gas
There are two types of meters for gas (tianranqi 天然气) in Beijing. One 
is paid through monthly bills, while the other is paid via a top-up card. 
The rate is RMB 2.05 per unit (cubic meter).

bills
This monthly bill will be presented to you by someone from the gas 
company, knocking on your door. After paying on the spot, you will be 
provided with a receipt. If you are not home, the gas bill is usually taped 
to the front of your door. Take the bill to one of the following banks to 
purchase gas:
 
• Agriculture Bank of China 中国农业银行

• Bank of Beijing 北京银行

• Bank of China 中国银行

• China Citic Bank 中信银行

• China Everbright Bank 中国光大银行

• China Guangfa Bank 广东发展银行

• China Merchants Bank 招商银行

• Hua Xia Bank 华夏银行

• Industrial Bank 兴业银行

• Postal Saving Bank of China 中国邮政储蓄银行

• Shanghai Pudong Development Bank 上海浦东发展银行

• Shenzhen Development Bank 深圳发展银行

top-up card
The top-up card system differs in each apartment compound, so it’s best 
to ask building management or your landlord about where to put money 
on your gas card (tianranqi ka 天然气卡). After putting money on the 
card, find your gas meter (normally found in the kitchen) and insert the 
card for at least 30 seconds. The meter will read the card. One unit of 
gas (cubic meter) costs around RMB 2.
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L
et’s face it: Wherever you go, bills follow 
you, even to China. And for newcomers, the 
task of paying them is totally overwhelming. 
Some bills are paid to a bank teller, others to an  

automated machine, and others at your very own front door. 
We’ve compiled a list of basic, easy-to-follow instructions to help 
guide you through an otherwise convoluted process. If all else fails, 
ask your landlord or a Chinese-speaking friend to assist you. 

Put Up and Pay Up
Making dollars and cents of paying bills in Beijing   
by Kara Chin and Diana Dai

electricity
Your landlord will give you an electricity card. While the card is replaceable, 
it is a lot of hassle to get a new one, so don’t lose it. There should be 
directions on how to buy electricity, written in Chinese on the back of 
the card, but here are the basics in English:

1. Electricity units are purchased in advance. Bring your electricity card 
to the bank (See Banks, listed below) and ask an attendant to help you 
“mai dian” (买电) - buy electricity.
2. The teller will hand you a number. When your number is called, go to 
the proper window. The bank teller will ask how much electricity you want 
to purchase. The rate is RMB 0.59 per unit (1 kilowatt-hour), so RMB 100 
will buy you roughly 200 units. To buy per unit, say: chong [number of 
units you’d like] du (充 … 度). Otherwise, specify a monetary amount 
by saying: mai [amount in RMB] kuai de dian (买 … 块的电). The bank 
teller will then top up your electricity card. 
3. Return home and find your electricity meter box. It should be right 
outside your front door. Some 
have a lock, in which case your 
landlord should give you a key. 
Insert the electricity card into the 
meter and keep it inserted for at 
least 30 seconds, until the meter 
reads it. The amount of electric-
ity units should show up on the 
meter, or at least blink after it’s 
done reading.

banks
Go to any of the following banks to buy electricity units from a bank teller: 

• Agricultural Bank of China 中国农业银行

• Rural Commercial Bank 农村商业银行

• Bank of Beijing* 北京银行

• Bank of China 中国银行

• Bank of Communications* 交通银行

• China Everbright Bank* 中国光大银行

• China Merchants Bank* 招商银行

• Hua Xia Bank 华夏银行

• Industrial Commercial Bank of China (ICBC)* 中国工商银行

• Postal Saving Bank of China 中国邮政储蓄银行

*These banks have automated machines where you can buy electricity 
(Chinese-only).

tips
• It’s best to top off your electricity when it starts falling below 50 
units.
• Keep the electricity card away from strong electromagnetic devices.
• Any questions? Call customer service of Beijing Electric Power Corporation 
at 95598 (English service available).
• If you lose your card: Take the electricity certificate (your landlord will 
have this) or the receipt from the last time you purchased electricity, as 

well as your housing contract to the 
bank. If you don’t have the electric-
ity certificate or an old receipt, call 
Beijing Electric Power Corporation 
at 95598 and tell them the serial 
number on the meter. They will give 
you a number, which you need to 
bring to the bank with your housing 
contract to get a new card.

Start date of the billing period

Billing amount for water used

A water bill may appear taped to your front door one day
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RESOURCES

Beijing Electric Power Corporation 北京电力公司

(95598, English-language service available)

China Unicom 中国联通

(10010, English-language service available)

China Telecom 中国电信

(10000, English-language service available)

Wal-Mart 沃尔玛

Daily 7.30am-10.30pm. B1/F, Block B, Wanda Plaza, 93 Jianguo 
Road, Chaoyang District (5960 3566) 
朝阳区建国路93号万达广场B座 B1层

Carrefour (Shuangjing) 家乐福

Daily 8.30am-10.30pm. 31 Guangqu Lu, Chaoyang District 
(5190 9508) 朝阳区广渠路31

See directory under Supermarkets for more listings.

Suning (Ciyunsi) 苏宁电器

Daily 9am-9pm. 5 Balizhuang Dongli, Chaoyang District (6557 
9996) 朝阳区八里庄东里5号

Gome (Shuangjing) 国美

Daily 9am-9pm. Shungjing Qiao West, Chaoyang District (5862 
3091) 朝阳区东三环双井桥西 

Chengtie Beiyuan
城铁北苑

Close to Beijing Yew Chung 
International School

Buses in Beijing
Chaoyang Park: Bus 682 

Note: Only major bus stops have been included.

cost
RMB 1 for a paper ticket bought on the bus, RMB 0.40 using a  
transportation swipe card.

buying a transportation swipe card 
Cards are available at all major subway stations. The card itself costs 
RMB 20 (you can reclaim the RMB 20 when you give back the card, 
but you need the original receipt). You can use this card to ride all of 
the subway and bus lines in Beijing. 

topping up your card
To top up your card, use the recharge machines inside all subway sta-
tions (instructions available in English). Alternatively, go to the ticket 
booth, give the recharge amount and your transportation swipe card 
to one of the staff and they’ll do it for you.    

tip
Bus attendants do not speak English. It’s best to know the name 
of your stop in Chinese. If you cannot say it, make sure you 
have it written down.

Liangma Chang
亮马场

Get off here to catch subway Line 13

Laitai Huahu (Laitai 
Flower Market) 莱太花卉

Pick up plants and pets, like 
fish and hamsters

Zaoyinglu Beikou  
(Solana) 枣营路北口

Explore Solana – a haven 
of name-brand stores, 
great restaurants and an 
ice skating rink

Chaoyang Gongyuan  
Ximen 朝阳公园西门

Have a family-friendly meal 
at Annie’s, Alio Olio or Muse 
before seeing Beijing’s most 

expansive park
Honglingjin Gongyuan
红领巾公园

Honglingjin Park has a  
playground, boats, and 
friendly ducks

Speed 
(bandwidth)

Monthly Yearly Installation Fee

1 MB RMB 138 RMB 1,380

RMB 235
2 MB RMB 168 RMB 1,680

4 MB RMB 258 RMB 2,580

8 MB RMB 498 RMB 4,980

Speed
(bandwidth)

Monthly Yearly Installation Fee

1 MB RMB 129 RMB 1,548

RMB 3002 MB RMB 179 RMB 1,820

4 MB RMB 239 RMB 2,190

Speed 
(bandwidth)

Monthly Six Months One year
Installation 

Fee

1 MB RMB 100 RMB 580 RMB 1,000
RMB 250

2 MB RMB 150 RMB 780 RMB 1,200

internet
There are various types of Internet service in 
Beijing. The three major providers are China 
Unicom, China Telecom, or via your apartment 
compound. Wireless routers must be purchased 
separately; they can be found at Wal-Mart, 
Carrefour, and electronics chains, such as 
Bainaohui (aka Buy Now), Suning and Gome. To 
pay for Internet at the bank, bring your bill and 
inquire about fufei kuandai (付费宽带). If using 
China Unicom or China Telecom, you can also 
go straight to any of their offices to pay.

china telecom 中国电信

To install China Telecom, call 10000 (English service) to see if they offer broadband Internet service 
in your community. The next step is applying for installation via phone or at their service office. 
Installation is typically done within seven working days of applying. If you apply for one year, they 
will give you a contract number, which you can bring to a bank teller to pay in advance. If you 
apply for a monthly service, the installation fee and first month of payment can be paid to any 
bank teller by the end of the first month.

community internet 小区宽带

Compared to ADSL, this community broadband is not as fast, but it is usually an inexpensive op-
tion that provides good customer service. The building management in your apartment compound 
can provide the appropriate phone number for installing this type of Internet. Payment is usually 
per month or in advance from half a year to one year. When it’s time to pay up again, a company 
employee will pay you a visit, where you can pay on the spot. Prices for each community vary, but 
below are some prices for your reference:

china unicom 中国联通

The most common type of Internet in Beijing is ADSL broadband Internet from China Unicom. It 
requires setting up a telephone line and a modem (which is provided free of charge from China 
Unicom). First, call 10010 (English service). After providing your address, you will be directed to 
the closest service office, where you can apply for broadband service. Bring your passport and a 
copy of your address written clearly in Chinese. In the next seven working days, the broadband 
will be installed. Depending on the package, fees can be paid at the end of each month, or a full 
year in advance. Yearly payment can only be done at the China Unicom Service Office. Monthly 
payment options vary from purchasing a phone card and charging your home phone number to 
paying at an automated machine (via Chinese debit card) or by cash to a bank teller at any bank 
or the post office and select ATMs. Broadband fees can almost always be paid at the service  
office as well. 
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outpatient treatment
If you visit the doctor even just a couple of times a year for minor aches 
and pains, be sure to have your policy include outpatient treatment. You 
may still pay out of pocket to reach your overall deductible, but not having 
this coverage will make those visits all the more painful. Often, outpatient 
care has to be added first before you can consider options such as dental 
or maternity. 

medical evacuation
When living overseas, medical evacuation is an essential consideration. Does 
the insurer that you are considering cover these services? Before brushing 
that extra option aside, consider the cost of getting home on your own 
should a health emergency require it. Medevac would cover an evacuation 
for essential surgery, medical treatments unavailable here, or a regional or 
national health epidemic.

travel insurance
International travel, whether for business or pleasure, comes hand-in-
hand with living in Beijing. Travel insurance is important as a backup on 
your rider. This is often also available as a small package when you have  
visitors, either through your insurance plan or through an international 
hospital membership. International SOS hospital makes these options  
available for purchase online.

pre-existing conditions
Pre-existing conditions, including pregnancy, can greatly increase your pre-
miums - and that’s if they are even available for purchase. Be sure to check 
into the options available should pre-existing conditions be of concern within 
your family. If there is a condition that has not been treated for a period of 
time, insurers may consider an added option at a lesser premium.

medical care for kids
While medical care for children is often a given within insurance coverage, 
don’t assume anything before making your decision. Confirm that checkups 
are covered, as well as basic immunizations. 

extras
There are many other extras you can consider. Are you interested in  
Traditional Chinese Medicine or natural remedies? Find out if your policy 
covers that. Do you have children with special needs? Or are you considering 
adoption while abroad? These questions may not make or break insurance 
purchase decisions, but it’s best to know the answers to all of your possible 
questions up front.

hospital memberships
In addition to health insurance, international hospitals like BJU or SOS have 
memberships that offer patients additional discounts and extra services for an 
annual fee of about RMB 1,000. Women who have babies at these hospitals, 
for example, receive a lifetime membership. Sometimes these memberships 
serve as a supplement for those company packages that may not cover as 
many expenses. These also work well for people who select their packages 
based on low fees upfront, or for people who pay out-of-pocket. 

Many local Chinese hospitals, such as Peking Union Medical College, 
Beijing Friendship Hospital and Sino-Japanese Friendship Hospital, have VIP 
wings with English-speaking doctors. While you may wait longer to see a 
doctor or not have the privacy that you expect in an international hospital, 
the quality of medical care is considered top-rate and is far less expensive 
than international hospitals.

Ultimately, you have to decide what is best for you and your family. Weigh 
the pros and the cons of the options available, talk to people who have 
gone through the experience, get professional guidance, and then make 
your choice. While living in China, health insurance is one investment you 
can’t afford to bypass. 

RESOURCES

Panoramic Insurance Brokerage (Beijing)
Rm 701, 7/F, Lido Office Tower,  6 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District 
(6437 3510) www.pibb.com.cn 朝阳区将台路6号丽都办公楼7楼

701室

Chartis Insurance Company China 
9A15-16, Hanwei Plaza, Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District (5969 2888) 
www.chartisinsurance.com.cn 朝阳区光华路华威大厦9A15-16

Beijing United Family Hospitals and Clinics
2 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District (5927 7000) 
www.unitedfamilyhospitals.com 朝阳区将台路2号

International SOS Clinic
Suite 105, Tower 1, Kunsha Building, 16 Xinyuanli, Chaoyang  
District (6462 9112) www.internationalsos.com 朝阳区新源里16号

琨莎大厦1座105室

Beijing Friendship Hospital
95 Yong’an Lu, Xuanwu District. Mon-Fri 7am-4.30pm, Sat-Sun 7am-
11am, 24hr emergency care (6301 4411 ext 3482) www.bfh.com.cn  
宣武区永安路95号

Peking Union Medical College Hospital 
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. 1 Shuaifuyuan, Wangfujing (the foreigners’ wing 
is located behind and to the left of the main hospital entrance), 
Dongcheng District (6529 5284, 6529 5269, 24hr) www.pumch.ac.cn 
东城区王府井帅府园1号(接待外国人的区域在主楼的左后方)

Sino-Japanese Friendship Hospital
Mon-Fri 8am-noon, 1.30-5pm, Sat 8-11.30am. 24hr emergency care. 
Yinghua Dongjie, Heping Jie Beikou, Hepingli, Chaoyang District (6422 
2952, 8420 5122, both numbers are valid for International Dept.) 
朝阳区和平里和平街北口樱花东街

IF THE POLICY IS NOT OFFERED BY THE 
BROKER IN RMB, THEN IT IS NOT A 

PRODUCT LICENSED IN CHINA
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Tips for finding a health insurance policy to suit your family   
by Charlotte Moreau

G
ood health is easily taken for granted, which means that finding 
the right insurance policy is often pushed to the bottom of the 
proverbial to-do list. Despite the tedium that is organizing your 
family’s health insurance, moving to a foreign country is not the 

time to start considering your options. The choices need to be outlined 
beforehand so that the coverage is there when you need it.

Expats on a company package typically have the beginnings taken care 
of. Companies often have one or more insurers that they partner with, and 
the decision may be as simple as selecting the plan most appropriate for your 
family. However, many expats are here without comprehensive packages, 
which places the bulk of the homework on them. So how do you go about 
getting insured in Beijing, or change from one situation to another? 

If you’re already covered, your current insurer is the most logical place 
to begin exploring other service options. However, keep in mind that as an 
individual purchaser, you may need to start from scratch. Word-of-mouth 
recommendations for good local insurance options are also helpful, especially 
from doctors and clinics within China that you trust. 

Chris Hughes of Panoramic Insurance Brokerage, Beijing (PIBB) suggests 
finding a licensed insurance broker here in China for advice and support 
when getting set up. While there are likely thousands of advisers and agents 
in Beijing, true licensed brokers are much more limited (PIBB, Zurich,  
Continental, and Guan Ai are just a few). These companies are the only 
insurers allowed to sell China-licensed products to clients actually living in the 
country. Insurance company Chartis China agrees, saying that while there are 
many agents in Beijing, the insurer needs to confirm that the agents have 
been duly authorized and licensed before serving individual clients.

Brokers are also in the best position to offer advice on securing  
continuation of coverage.“All offshore insurance plans through companies 

like William Russell, IMG and Medicare have no China premium tax added, so 
the plans you buy online with USD and Euro are slightly cheaper. However, 
the support network in China for these plans is significantly lower than those 
offered by licensed insurance products purchased in RMB,” says Hughes. 
If the policy is not offered by the broker in RMB, then it is not a product 
licensed in China. The only legal way to purchase such a product is online 
directly, and best done before you arrive in China.

Considering the changing policies and regulations in China, local broker-
age consulting might be the safest way to begin your health insurance search. 
Regardless of what assistance you use, here are some topics to discuss with 
potential insurers concerning your family’s health needs. 

annual limit
Consider the overall annual limit you want for coverage. High-quality  
medical care in China is expensive, so you need to be prepared for  
emergencies (surgeries, hospital stays) whether you actually use them or 
not. Ranges can be from USD 100,000 to several million. Beijing United 
Family Hospital (BJU) recommends a USD 1 million policy. 

direct billing 
Direct billing can simplify the sometimes overwhelming healthcare  
process. Many of the international hospitals have large lists of approved direct  
billing insurance companies (BJU, for example, has 33 providers). If you 
have international insurance through your company, local hospitals may not 
process direct billing even if the treatment is covered (be sure to get a fapiao 
in English for reimbursement in this case). Otherwise, you may pay out of 
pocket for minor treatments. Insurance purchased through licensed brokers 
in China are all likely to have direct billing processed through international 
hospitals as well as local Chinese hospitals.

BJU is a favorite among expats

Chris Hughes of PIBB does a little light insurance-related reading

Insuring You and Yours

http://www.pibb.com.cn
http://www.chartisinsurance.com.cn
http://www.unitedfamilyhospitals.com
http://www.internationalsos.com
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W
earing the “trailing spouse” label can get tiring after a 
while. If you’re itching to get back in the workforce or sim-
ply see a great business opportunity, you might want to  
consider starting your own business. There are many 

things to consider before you take the plunge.

the big questions 
First, weigh the pros and cons. Are you planning to stay in Beijing  
long-term? Will starting a business be worth the investment of time, 
energy and money? If you genuinely see an opportunity for you - 
and hopefully your bank balance - to grow, the next step is to start  
researching. Talk to people who have already gone through the proc-
ess. Look at the small businesses in Beijing and see which ones are  
successful and which ones are struggling. Get an idea of the Beijing 
small-business world before throwing your hat into the ring.  

If you’re not adept at the language or conversant in the most recent 
Chinese laws, it is good to go to someone who is. Thankfully, there are 
agents in Beijing who can help you. Ask for referrals from existing expat  
business owners, or browse the Internet for agencies that provide 
services tailored to your needs. 

all those acronyms 
An important first step is deciding what type of business you want to 
have: a Representative Office, a Wholly-Owned Foreign Enterprise 
(WOFE), or a Joint Venture (JV).  The most common business types are 
the latter two, since Representative Offices, while the least expensive 
to start up, cannot engage in direct profit-making operations.  

A WOFE gives foreign investors complete control over the business, 
which some people prefer. This is also the only way you can have a 
freestanding store location. However, minimum capital requirements 
and taxes are higher, and WOFEs usually come under more scrutiny 
from the tax bureau. 

Some people opt to establish a JV with a Chinese partner who knows 
the business culture, language and requirements. However, many  
foreigners believe that a WOFE is the better way to go unless you know 
your business partner very well. According to AmCham-China, WOFEs 
are becoming the favored investment vehicle for foreign investors in 
China. “Unlike a RO, it gives the foreign investor the ability to engage 
in direct profit-making activities in China, and unlike a JV, it gives the 
foreign investor complete control in the operation of the business.”  

A JV used to be the type of business formation required for new 

Business Savvy
What to consider before starting a business in Beijing   
by Charlotte Moreau 

foreign businesses. The process is simple in comparison to opening 
a WOFE and taxes are lower. Typically, the Chinese partner manages 
the procedural aspects of the business, dealing with the paperwork. 
But by its nature, you do not have complete control over your business 
when operating a JV. You must trust your partner completely before 
agreeing to a JV. Remember: You should be on an equal footing with 
your Chinese partner. “You think you know somebody until money is 
involved,” says Clicia Huang of Clicia’s Designs. “Finding the middle 
ground is what’s really, really hard - finding somebody you trust.”  

one step at a time 
Regardless of which business type you decide on, there are three 
main procedural steps you need to go through to register your  
business. First is having the government choose the Chinese name of 
your business. Second is proving that you have enough capital to start 
the business. This money will need to be put into a certain account that 
the government can check to make sure the capital is there for your 
business startup. While the minimum registered capital (MRC) may be 
RMB 100,000, if it is thought that your particular business needs more, 
you may be required to comply. Thirdly, taxes are paid monthly, so any 
business owner must comply with the forms and processes necessary to 
keep up with the taxes. Contact your country’s chamber of commerce 
in China for more information on this process.   

It’s important to know that in China, your business license defines 
specifically what business you are licensed to be in, so make sure the 
scope of your license is broad enough to cover everything you’re doing 
now and hope to do in the future.  

location, location, location 
Shayne Hannum of Shayne’s Treasures suggests you figure out 
early on where you want your storefront to be and find out if the  
government will issue a license for that location. Is the space you want 
to rent long-term or short-term? Are you signing a contract directly 
with the land or building owner, or are you signing through second 
and third parties? Understand the possible complexities of the process 
and evaluate how much money you are willing to invest – and possibly 
lose – if the deal turns sour. 

certifiable
Certain businesses require extra certification. Michelle Hemsin, owner 
of Bodhi Spa and co-owner of Counting Sheep says a restaurant, for 
example, will need hygiene certificates. A retail store selling food, 
alcohol or tobacco will need other types of special certificates. You 
need to make sure that your type of business has all of the required 
permits.

business culture
Huang and Hannum are long-term expats (10 and 27 years,  
respectively) whose businesses have shared the same roof for  
several years. They caution potential business owners that laws and  
procedures change; you have to play by the rules of your host country. 
“As foreigners, sometimes we forget that we’re the guests, regardless 
of business or day-to-day life,” says Huang. 

If doing business in China, take your time. Foreigners are often 
seen by locals as rushing to complete the task, which is when last-

minute decisions can favor the wrong side of partnership. Taking the 
time to build relationships, or guanxi, is very important in China – often 
more so than the actual business procedure itself. “Face” (mianzi) is 
also extremely important – as the mark of personal dignity, it can make 
or break a business relationship.

Keep in mind that in the expat community, customers are always 
changing. Depending on your business, sometimes that means  
constantly re-educating customers about your product. Also, the cost 
of living in China has increased, affecting the overhead and labor costs 
incurred. Nothing in China is “cheap” anymore, and customers are less 
likely to spend as freely as before.  

This is where that all-important market research will help you. If 
you’ve found the right type of business, the right location and the 
right customer, you are halfway there. Hire great staff, and have  
patience to follow business practices different to those that you might 
be used to. “It takes time and money to properly train staff and learn 
about your clientele,” says Huang. “But that’s where you’ll see your  
investment pay off.” 

RESOURCES

AmCham-China 中国美国商会

Mon-Fri 9am-4.35pm.  The Office Park, 6/F, Tower AB, 10 Jintongxi Lu, 
Chaoyang District (8519 0800) www.amchamchina.org 
朝阳区金桐西路10号 远洋光华国际 AB座6层

Beijing Administration for Industry and Commerce 
北京市工商局

Mon-Fri 9am-noon, 2-5pm. 36 Suzhou Jie, Haidian District (8269 1919) 
www.baic.gov.cn 海淀区苏州街36号

Beijing Municipal Bureau of Human Resources and Social 
Security 北京人力资源与社会保障局

Mon-Fri 9am-noon, 1-4.30pm.  Yongdingmenxi Jie, Xuanwu  
District (12333) www.bjld.gov.cn 宣武区永定门西街5号 

Beijing Tannet Consulting Limited 北京登尼特顾问有限公司

Mon-Fri 9am-noon, 1-6pm; Sat 10am-noon, 1-5pm. Rm 1506, Tower 
A, Fudun Center, 58 Dongshanhuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District (5867 
4409) www.beijing-company.net 
朝阳区东三环南路58号富顿中心A座1506室

eChinacities.com
www.echinacities.com/beijing/business-guide

Evershine CPA Firm 永辉启佳联合会计师事务所

Daily 9.30am-5.30pm. 21C, Oriental Kenzo Apartment C, 48  
Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (8454 9221) www. 
wfoe-accounting.com 朝阳区东直门外大街48号东方银座公寓21C

The World Bank
www.doingbusiness.org
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YOU THINK YOU KNOW 
SOMEBODY UNTIL 

MONEY IS INVOLVED

Beijing business owners Shayne Hannum and Clicia Huang outside their Shunyi shopfront
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Putonghua Perfection
Mandarin language schools for every student  
by Carlly Chun 

T
he sheer number of language schools in Beijing is astounding. 
You probably get offers to learn Mandarin thrown at you from 
every direction, but if you’re looking for something first-class 
for your first class, then here are some recommendations.  

best intensive university course
University of International Business and Economics
对外经济贸易大学 

While most universities are in Wudaokou, UIBE is conveniently located 
in Chaoyang District (near the Huixinxijie Nankou subway station 
on Line 10). UIBE is ideal for someone who wants to advance their  
Mandarin as quickly as possible. There are approximately eight  
students per class and you’re required to attend four hours of classes 
per weekday. As with many university language courses, you will have 
to do a lot of self-study. If you have the discipline and can manage the 
heavy load, then going here will give you that big leap towards fluency 
that you’ve been looking for.  

Cost: Approximately RMB 9,000 per full-time semester.

Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm. 10 Huixin Dongjie, Chaoyang District (86 10 
64492131/86 10 64492329, sie@uibe.edu.cn) www.uibe.cn 朝阳区

惠新东街10号

best for beginners 
Berlitz 北京贝立兹语言培训有限公司

Berlitz created their own teaching method, which is recommended by 
foreign diplomats. Berlitz excels at offering students a great base from 
which to further their language skills, focusing specifically on listening 
and speaking. They offer courses (both in-person and online) for kids, 
adults and people in the diplomatic and corporate fields. However, 
big brands don’t come cheap. In a nutshell: Berlitz is both a concrete 
choice and an investment. 
Cost: Approximately RMB 10,000 for 50 classes. One-on-one encouraged. 
 
Mon-Fri 8am-8.30pm, Sat-Sun 9am-6pm. 801 Sunjoy Building, 6 Ritan 
Lu, Chaoyang District (86 10 65930478) www.berlitz.com 朝阳区日坛

路6号新族大厦801

best for flexibility 
New Concept Mandarin 新概念普通话

New Concept Mandarin has private lessons that can be planned 
completely around your schedule, language level and where you 
live. Courses are personalized and there’s online support if needed. 
If you cannot commit to scheduled lessons, New Concept Mandarin 
is a good option. 
Cost: RMB 3,000-10,000 for two to four months.

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. Unit 1903, Bldg B, Ocean Express, 66 Xiaguang Li, 
Sanyuan Dongqiao, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China (86 10 8446 6455, 
beijing@newconceptMandarin.com) www.newconceptmandarin.com
朝阳区三元东桥霞光里66号院远洋新干线B座1903室 (佳程广场后面)

best for business  
The Frontiers School 北京富隆特文化有限公司

When conducting business in China, your language skills and vocabulary  
must be spot-on. The Frontiers Chinese School offers lessons in 
advanced business, current affairs and Chinese law. They are very 
experienced and worth looking into if you want to communicate more 
clearly in the office. 
Cost: RMB 1,380 for 40 hours (Mon-Fri, two-hour sessions). Prices 
may vary according to level.

Mon-Fri 8.30am-9pm. 3/F, Bldg 30, Dongzhong Lu, Dongzhimenwai, 
Dongcheng District (6413 1547/48) www.frontiers.com.cn 朝阳区东

直门外楼东中街30号30座3层PH
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Attentive students soak up Chinese language skills

For a more hands-on experience, try small group learning
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best for survival 
Pentagram 五角星汉语

Pentagram offers a spoken-Chinese course to improve your day-to-day 
language skills. This course is helpful for people wanting to develop  
practical vocabulary that they can use in markets, restaurants and cabs. 
Cost: RMB 2,438 for 65 hours (three-six people per class)

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm. 301 RuiChen International center, 13, Nongzhangguan  
Nanlu, Chaoyang District (86 10 6500 5755, pentagram.chinese@gmail.
com, pentagram.chinese@msn.com) www.pentagram-chinese.com 
朝阳区农展馆南路13号瑞辰国际中心301室       

best for shunyi
Mandarin Connection 汉通 
It’s easy to let your language skills slide in this English-friendly part 
of town, but you don’t need to travel all the way into town to practice 
your putonghua. One of the most well-known language schools in the 
Shunyi area is Mandarin-Connections. They offer a range of courses 
and have a selection of children’s courses as well. They focus mainly 
on verbal Chinese but have a lot of experience teaching expats. 
Cost: RMB 50/hour (a class of three or more students), RMB 70/hour 
(a class with less than three students)

Mon-Fri  8.30am-5.30pm. D2065, Area 2, Gahood Villa, Houshayu, 
Shunyi District (86 10 8046 2765, info@chinamcedu.com, mandarinc
onnection@hotmail.com) www.mandarin-connections.com 顺义区白

辛庄嘉浩别墅2区D2065 

best for lido
Civil Aviation Management Institute of China (CAMIC) 
中国民航管理干部学院国际文化交流中心

While the CAMIC is technically located in Wangjing, it’s actually only 
five minutes from the Lido Hotel. Don’t let the name put you off - the  
Mandarin lessons offered by CAMIC are superb. Classes range from beginner 
to HSK-level Mandarin. Located in the predominantly Korean part of town, 
you’ll find that your classmates will be Korean - this means that English 
is never used in class as a fallback language. You’ll find the pace moves 
quickly, so you’ll need to stay on top of your homework. 

Cost: RMB 7,500-8,000 for half a year. Prices vary according to level.

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm. 3 Huajiadi Donglu, Chaoyang District (86 10 6472 
1653, icec@camicec.cn) www.camicec.cn 朝阳区花家地东路3号

best for CBD 
Beijing Mandarin School 北京普通话学校

The Beijing Mandarin School is based in Guomao near the Kerry Centre 
and their location is great if you want to learn before or after work. Their 
times are also practical with their last lesson finishing at 9pm. Despite 
a range of classes and clients from various embassies and international 
companies, classes remain small (four to eight people).   

Cost: RMB 3,600 (60 hours). Discount available.

Mon-Fri 9am-9pm. Units 904-905, E-Tower, 12 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District (86 10 6508 1026, beijingmandarinschool@yahoo.com.cn) www.
beijingmandarinschool.com 朝阳区光华路12号数码01大厦904-905室 

best for sanlitun 
Bridge School 桥学校

The Bridge School is an established chain that has recently opened a 
Sanlitun branch. Their classes are divided into morning, evening groups 
and private sessions. In addition to language courses, they also offer 
cultural lessons like Chinese calligraphy. 
Cost: RMB 165/class. Prices vary according to level.

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. 8013 Tongguang Tower 12 Nongzhanguan 
Nanli, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China (86 10 6538 9422, 
info@bridgeschoolchina.com) www.bridgeschoolchina.com 朝阳区农

展馆南里12号通广大厦 8013

best for house calls 
TailorMade Chinese Center 北京泰莱梅德文化交流有限公司

TailorMade offers private one-on-one lessons at any location of your 
choice. As it’s name suggests, teachers at TailorMade lead students 
at their own place and are able to adapt lessons plans to suit your 
needs. This is a great option for busy parents who need the classroom 
to come to them.
Cost: Private lessons start from RMB 105/hr; group lessons start from 
RMB 47/hr.

Daily 7am-10pm. Rm 810, North Tower B, Shangdu SOHO, 8 Dongdaqiao  
Lu, Chaoyang Disctrict (86 10 5900 5420) www.tailormadechinese.
com 朝阳区东大桥路8号SOHO尚都北塔0810室

mandarin learning tips 
Chat in Chinese whenever possible - with your ayi, shop assistants 
and even taxi drivers. This will improve your tones, as locals have the 
uncanny ability to repeat what you just said, but correctly. Tones are 
very important; it can be the difference between “mother” and “horse,” 
and no one wants to mix those two up.
 
Learn how to learn. People’s learning style varies greatly, so try to 
recognize what works best for you. 

Grammar is the bane of Chinese learners everywhere. While 
it may not be easy, it is essential. Remember some essential word 
orders and sentence structures and use them as often - and as  
correctly - as you can. 

Modifiers make all the difference. Learn the different degrees of 
emphasis. In English we use “a little,” “very,” and “too.” Chinese is no 
different. Frustrations can arise when you can’t express yourself and 
modifiers will help you articulate. 

Keep on top of your workload. Easier said than done, but learning 
a language requires a time commitment on your behalf. Set aside 30 
minutes every day and you’ll see improvement in no time. 

Feedback. Sometimes you don’t want to hear any, but it’s good to 
listen to the opinion of others (providing their Chinese ability is good). 
While it may be embarrassing to hear the honest truth, it will help you 
develop and recognize your weaknesses. 

Read when you can. Not a Chinese novel (although that would be 
impressive), but the little things: sign posts, menus and short articles. 
Anything that will jog your cognitive memory and help you recognize 
the differences between 马 (mǎ, horse) and 妈 (mā, mother).  

Write and repeat. Then repeat again, and again. There is no quick 
fix when it comes to writing - it’s all in the repetition and memoriza-
tion. You’ll find that the more you write, the better your reading will 
become.

Use all the 21st century has to offer. Buy an electronic  
dictionary. If you have a smartphone, download apps like iChinese. If 
you have iTunes, download Chinese podcasts (most are free). Utilize 
every Mandarin-learning tool in your arsenal. 

Turn learning into playing. When learning vocabulary, play  
guessing games with everyday objects and check to see if you guessed 
the Chinese correctly. One great way to involve your kids is to draw a 
town, starting with your home - what’s in the kitchen, the living room, 
the bedroom? Write down the names of objects you drew in Chinese 
and pinyin (no English). Then expand out to the supermarket, the post 
office and the school. Sure, the map of your make-believe town will 
become pretty epic, but whenever you forget the word for something 
in Chinese, all you need to do is remember your kid’s drawing. Trust 
us, it works.

LOCALS HAVE THE UNCANNY ABILITY 
TO REPEAT WHAT YOU JUST SAID, 

BUT CORRECTLY

Teacher Zhou Lili leads Chinese characters 101 at Bridge School
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I
t’s good to buy a cell phone in Beijing for one reason - or to be 
more precise, 50,000 reasons - if your phone can read Chinese 
characters, life is made easier. If you already have a cell phone, 
make sure it’s “unlocked” so you can easily interchange SIM cards. 

buy and cell
We suggest going to an established chain to buy your first phone. 
Places like Dazhong, Gome, Wal-Mart and Suning offer a legitimate 
guarantee and prices are reasonable (see Directory for listings). A very 
basic Nokia should cost no more than RMB 300. Standalone stores like 
Nokia and Apple have more advanced options.   

For cheaper prices, try haggling at markets like Silk Street 
and Yashow – but be wary of poor quality. Zhongguancun is the  
largest electronics market in Beijing, offering more genuine products 
than its Yashow and Silk Street counterparts. One word of warning:  
Zhongguancun is a maze, requiring a lot of patience and a good sense 
of direction. 

If you want to go straight to the source (China Mobile, China Unicom 
or China Telecom) to buy a phone, remember to bring your passport 
for verification.

the tech specs
If your main concern is practicality, then a trusty Nokia or Motorola 
handset will do. For something more advanced, HTC, Blackberry, iPhone 
and other big-name brands are available in China. For the fancier 
phones, expect to pay in the region of RMB 1,500 to RMB 6,000 for the 
handset alone. You can also buy the phone as part of a price plan. 

settling on a SIM 
Within China, you can choose from three major providers: China  
Unicom, China Mobile and China Telecom. (After calling each provider’s  
English-language customer hotline and testing their tolerance for 
the phrase “My Chinese is very bad,” we found that China Telecom’s 
customer service was the worst out of the bunch.) 

Prepaid SIM cards are available from newspaper stalls on the street, 
tobacco stores and snack stores, as well as branches of China Mobile, 
China Unicom and China Telecom. SIM cards generally cost RMB 100 
or less and come with credit. Note that these prepaid cards cannot 
make international calls. 

Prepaid SIM cards usually charge RMB 0.6/min for incoming and 
outgoing calls and RMB 0.1/SMS. 

top it up 
Top-up vouchers (RMB 30, 50 and 100) can be bought at tobacco and 
snack shops. Remember to ask for a voucher that is the same as your 
network provider.  

If you are paying monthly for a price plan, most networks provide 
an online service where you can buy call credit with your bank or credit 
card. Most local Chinese cards are accepted, but check to see if you 
can use a foreign card. 

Wei?
Setting up your Chinese mobile phone    

by Carlly Chun

RESOURCES

Apple Store 苹果专卖店

Daily 10am-10pm. Bldg 6, Sanlitun Village South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District (6419 8900) www.apple.com.cn 
朝阳区三里屯路19号院三里屯Village南区6号楼

China Mobile 中国移动

Daily 9am-7pm. Near Guomao Subway Station Exit D, B1/F, Guoyi 
Guangchang, Jianguomenwei Dajie, Chaoyang District (6566 0399, 
10086, 24 hour service)
朝阳区建国门外大街国宜广场B1国贸地铁口D

China Telecom 中国电信

Daily 9am-7pm. 21 Chaoyangmen Beidajie, Chaoyang District (5950 
3000, 10000, 24 hour service) 朝阳区朝阳门北大街21号

China Unicom 中国联通

Daily 9am-5pm. B1/F, Tower 1, Guomao Dasha, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District (10010, 24 hour service) 朝阳区建国门外大

街1号国贸大厦1座B1层

Zhongguancun 中关村

Daily 9am-5pm. Zhongguancun Dajie (near Zhongguancun subway 
station), Haidian District 海淀区中关村大街中关村地铁站旁

activating international calling
To be able to call overseas, go into any of the large China Mobile, China 
Unicom or China Telecom centers with your phone and passport. Once 
you have registered with them, they will activate your SIM so it can 
make calls abroad. Note that you will need to pay a deposit of around 
RMB 500. International calls range from RMB 0.3/min to RMB 4/min, 
depending on your location in China. 

IP cards
Another way of calling abroad is by using IP cards. These can be 
bought at newspaper stalls, tobacco shops and snack shops. IP cards 
usually cost RMB 30-40, or you can purchase three for RMB 100. 
Call the number on the card. Press “2” for English and follow the  
instructions. Prices range from RMB 0.3/min to RMB 4/min, depending 
on your location in China.  

the complete package 
3G and iPhone packages are very easy to acquire. Go to your service 
provider (again, with your passport) and upgrade then and there. You 
can normally find an English-speaking assistant to help you. 

3G Prices at China Unicom start at RMB 66 per month and go up 
to RMB 1,000 per month, depending on which service you want. As a 
rough guide, RMB 96 per month with China Unicom will get you 300 
MB of data and 240 minutes. 

iPhone packages vary among the networks but most start at RMB 96 
without the handset. If you want to buy the handset with the contract, 
be aware that Chinese providers don’t offer Wi-Fi with their iPhones.

good to know
For 3G and payment plans, you will have to pay a deposit and register 
with your passport. Just get past all the form-signing and before you 
know it, you’ll be free – free as a bird attached to a very reasonable 
price plan. 

I want to buy one… 
Wǒ yāo mǎi yī gè… 
我要买一个...

How much does it cost?
Duō shǎo qián?
多少钱？

RMB 50
Wǔ shí yuán
五十元

RMB 100
Yī bǎi yuán
一百元

Do you have… 
Yǒu méi yǒu
有没有...

JUST GET PAST ALL THE 
FORM-SIGNING AND BEFORE YOU 

KNOW IT, YOU’LL BE FREE – FREE AS 
A BIRD ATTACHED TO A VERY 

REASONABLE PRICE PLAN
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Cell phone
Shǒujī
手机

SIM card 
Sim kǎ
SIM 卡

Top up card
Chōng zhí kǎ
充值卡

IP Card
IP kǎ
IP 卡 

vocabulary

To recharge with China Uni-
com, call this number: 10011. 
Press “2” for English 

Your PIN number

To recharge with China 
Mobile, call this number: 
13800 138000. Press “2” 
for English 

Your PIN number

arrivals
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air purifiers
Beijing has an average annual Air Quality Index (AQI) three times higher 
than Los Angeles. But living in one of the most polluted cities in the 
world doesn’t mean you and your lungs should suffer. Masks by 3M, 
such as the N95, are an inexpensive option and can be found at April  
Gourmet or Jenny Lou’s (see Directory for listings). When you’re outside,  
consider wearing a face mask if the index is high. Visit the website 
iphone.bjair.info to check the day’s index. Totobobo also sells masks 
that can be cut down to suit small faces; buy them at Torana Clean 
Air Center or online at Totobobo.com. Indoors, consider using a  
high-quality air purifier.

IQAir 艾可爱尔

Swiss-made air purifier that has been providing quality performance 
air-cleaning solutions since 1963. 

Daily 10am-7pm. 4/F, Euro Plaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu Town, 
Shunyi District (6457 1922, 
info@iqairchina.com) www.
iqair-china.com 顺义区天竺镇

裕翔路99号欧陆广场四层 See 
Directory for more listings. 

Torana Clean Air Center 
Sells the full range of Swedish 
Blueair air purifiers and imported  
replacement filters.

Daily 10am-8.30pm. L110, 
Euro Plaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, 
Tianzhu Town, Shunyi Dis-
t r i c t  (8459  0785)顺义区

天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场 

L110.  See Directory for more  
listings. 

N
esting helps make a house a home. Here’s a 
handy selection of stores and markets for when 
you want to purchase long-term items, such as 
furniture and bicycles, as well as everyday items, 

like food and pet supplies, and other essentials to make 
your place in Beijing your home away from home. 

Home Essentials
A Beijing shopping guide   

by Jennifer Bushman

PH
O

TO
S: JU

D
Y ZH

O
U

, IQ
AIR

 AN
D

 LILY’S AN
TIQ

U
ES

furniture
Whether it be temporary Ikea furniture you’ll leave behind 
or contemporary pieces and Chinese-style furniture you 
want to bring back to your home country, Beijing has a wide  
selection. The Chinese antiques may not be originals, but  
high-quality reproductions can be found.

Lily’s Antiques 华伦古典家具

Established in 1999, Lily’s Antiques has become one of the largest 
furniture dealers in Beijing. Offering high-class Chinese antiques, the 
company has expanded into a one-stop furniture and deco store.

Daily 8.30am-6pm. Gaobeidian Showroom, 69 Gaobeidian Furniture 
Street, Chaoyang District (8579 2458, 6572 9746) www.lilysantiques.
com 朝阳区高碑店家俱一条街69号

Gaobeidian Furniture Street 高碑店古典家具街

A long stretch of stores offering reproductions of Ming and Qing dynasty 
furniture. Shops here are also willing to create custom-made pieces.

Outside Dongsihuan (take the Gaobeidian exit of the Jingtong express-
way, turn right, then drive south) Chaoyang District 朝阳区东四环(京

通高速高碑店出口右转向南走）

Ikea 宜家家具

This international chain offers a huge selection of affordable Western-
style furniture. 

Daily 10am-10pm. 1 Taiyanggong Lu, Dongbahe (northwest corner 
of Siyuan Qiao), Chaoyang District (400 800 2345) 朝阳区东坝河太

阳宫路1号

QM Furniture 曲美家具城

Western design at affordable prices. The furniture is sleek, modern 
and custom-made. Choose the style and fabric and they’ll deliver it to 
your home in a few weeks. 

Mon-Fri 9am-8pm, Sat-Sun 9am-8.30pm. 29 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang 
District (6464 6301) 朝阳区霄云路29号

humidifiers
One thing you’ll notice when you arrive in Beijing is the arid-
ity of the air, which can be rough on the skin. Lotions, such 
as Cetaphil can help soothe away the itchiness. Howev-
er, it is highly recommended that you purchase one or more  
humidifiers for your home.

Wal-Mart  沃尔玛

It might look slightly different from the Wal-Mart in the US or in other 
parts of the world, but you can still find almost anything from food to 
electronics with competitive prices.

Daily 7.30am-10.30pm. B1/F, Block B, Wanda Plaza, 93 Jianguo Road, 
Chaoyang District (5960 3566) 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场B座 B1层 

See Directory for more listings.

Suning  苏宁电器

If you have been scouring stores searching for that one appliance, this 
may be your best bet.  Suning is known for being one of the biggest 
chain retailers of home appliances in China.

Daily 9am-9pm. 5 Balizhuang Dongli, Chaoyang District (6557 9996)  
朝阳区八里庄东里5号 See Directory for more listings.

bikes
Whether you live in the city or Shunyi, a bike is perfect for a quick trip 
to the store or a family biking excursions around Beijing’s hutongs. 
When purchasing a bike, you’ll find a range of quality and prices. Used 
bikes can be found in various shops along Beixinqiao. New bikes can 
be found at Giant and Decathlon.

Giant Bicycles  捷安特自行车专卖店

Here you will find a wide selection of good quality bikes and acces-
sories at reasonable prices.

Daily 9am-7.30pm. Shunyuan Jie, 12 Sanyuanli Nanxiaojie (just west 
of East Third Ring Road, on the north side of the road), Chaoyang 
District (8448 9271) 朝阳区顺源街三元里南小街12号,与东三环北路路

口西北侧  See Directory for more listings. 

Decathlon 迪卡侬运动超市

A sporting goods chain with bargain prices.  

Sun-Thu 9am-9pm, Fri-Sat 9am-10pm. 195 Dongsihuan Zhonglu, 
Dajiaoting, Chaoyang District. (8777 8788) 朝阳区东四环中路195号

(靠近大郊亭）
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organic foods
Let’s face it, we’re all concerned about food safety in China. Being 
new to Beijing, you may be wondering if you can buy anything 
fresh and pollutant-free. There are a number of organic shops, 
restaurants and products to help you take control of what goes 
into your body, and many offer home delivery. Eating locally 
grown organic produce not only helps the environment but can 
also give your conscience a boost.

Green Cow Organic Farm 绿牛有机农庄

Receive weekly cases of seasonal organic fruits and vegetables from 
this Shunyi farm. Members only.

Donggezhuang (10 min north of the International Exhibition  
Center), Houshayu Zhen, Shunyi Distr ict (8046 4301, 

theloverlygreencow@gmail.com) 顺义区北京绿牛有机农场（北京京

承高速与机场北线交汇处的东北方向董各庄附近）

De Run Wu Organic Farm 德润屋有机农场

This family-run organic farm grows over 100 types of crops year-
round. You can purchase products at the farm or have them delivered.   
Minimum purchase four kilos, RMB 20/kilo; for orders under eight kilos, 
add RMB 20 for delivery. 

Strawberry Fields, Xinzhuang, Xingshou Town, Changping District. 
(8459 0809, jiyunliang@vip.163.com) 昌平区兴寿镇辛庄草莓园

Lohao City 乐活城

Highlights include 100 percent organic homemade soymilk, pickled 
vegetables and imported dry goods, including muesli, cookies and 
pasta, as well as organic and dairy-free chocolates.

Daily 8am-10pm. Shop 101, Bldg 17, Central Park International, 
6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (6533 6465) www. 
lohaocity.com 朝阳区朝外大街6号新城国际二期17号楼101 See  
Directory for more listings.

pet supplies
Pet ownership is on the rise in China, so you won’t have any trouble 
finding brand name food and pet supplies for your kitty or pooch.

Lee Pet 乐宠

As Beijing’s largest pet store, this is your one-stop shop for all your 
pet’s needs. Not only do they sell pet food products, they offer in-house 
grooming, photography and kennel services.

Mon-Fri 10am-9pm, Sat-Sun 10am-9.30pm. 3/F, Unit 3097, Bldg A, 
Chaowai Soho, 6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (5869 
5281) 朝阳区朝阳门外大街6号朝外

SOHO,A座3层3097 See Directory for 
more listings.

Coolbaby Pets  Store 酷迪宠用品

You’ll find everything your pet needs 
here. With 25 locations in Beijing, it is a  
convenient place to shop for your furry 
companion.

Daily 10am-8pm. Rm 6, Bldg 
14, Dongzhimennei Dajie, 
Dongcheng District (8407 4198) 
www.kudipets.com 东城区东直门

内大街14号楼6号 

It’s Not Goodbye

BEIJING SUMMERS ARE 
INTOLERABLY HOT AND THE 
WINTERS ARE HARSH AND 

FROSTBITTEN. MORNINGS ARE SPENT 
FIGHTING TRAFFIC AND EVENINGS 

ARE WHILED AWAY HALF-
WATCHING CCTV-9. BUT FOR ALL 

OF BEIJING’S MUNDANE MOMENTS, 
THERE ARE THE TIMES YOU SAT 

IN A BOAT ON HOUHAI, WALKED 
THROUGH HUTONGS AND ATE JIAOZI 
UNTIL YOU COULD EAT NO MORE. IT 
WON’T BE BEIJING WITHOUT YOU, 

BUT IT’LL BE HERE WHEN YOU 
COME BACK TO VISIT.

food
After moving into your new home, you’ll want 
to stock your refrigerator and cupboards. 
There is no shortage of grocery stores 
and food markets in Beijing,  
but for an international 
selection, head to Jenny 
Lou’s, April Gourmet or 
BHG Market Place (See 
Directory for listings). And 
if you’re looking to invest 
in an outdoor grill, check 
out Villa Lifestyles.

Sanyuanli Market
This strip of food stalls north of Sanlitun has a plentiful variety of fresh 
vegetables and fruits, cuts of meat, seafood, fresh cheeses and breads 
– all at reasonable prices.

Daily 5am-7pm. Shunyuan Jie (opposite Jingkelong Supermarket, west 
of Sanyuan Dongqiao), Chaoyang District. 朝阳区顺源街（三元东桥往

西京客隆超市对面）

Villa Lifestyles
Stocks outdoor grills, barbeque gear, trampolines, IQAir air purifiers 
and more.

F/4, Europlaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu, Shunyi District (8046 1260, 
6457 1922) www.villalifestyles.cn 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场

四层

water
Although the tap water in Beijing is safe for 
brushing your teeth, drinking it is not a good 
idea. It’s a good idea to make arrangements 
for drinking water as soon as you move in to 
your new home. There are many options for 
water filters, from under-the-sink systems to 
water coolers. Stores like Wal-mart and Suning 

(mentioned under “Humidifiers”) sell them. 
Also, check Carrefour and Dazhong.

Carrefour  家乐福

You can find almost anything here, from 
food to electronics. It’s the place to find 
bargain prices if you are willing to fight 
the crowds.  

Daily 8.30-10.30pm. 6B Beisanhuan Dong-
lu, Chaoyang District. (8460 1043) 朝阳区

北三环东路乙6号(中国国际展览中心正门

旁) See Directory for more listings.

Dazhong 大中电器连锁店

These stores are plentiful across Beijing 
and offer domestic and foreign brands 
of household appliances, electronics and 
more.

Daily 9.30am-7pm. 200 meters west of 
Dawang Qiao, Jianguo Lu (across from 
Wanda Plaza), Chaoyang District (8884 
9522) 朝阳区大望桥店,建国路大望桥往西

200米万达广场对面
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Pack Up and Go
Your relocation company options    

by Charlotte Moreau
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The team at Asian Tigers uses a delicate touch

A
n international move with a family and an entire household of 
personal effects in tow can be overwhelming. Even if you’re 
a seasoned global nomad, the process can be completely 
different, depending on the regulations and procedures of 

your new country.
Relocation companies continue to emerge and assist in this entire 

process, making a tough task easier. They can do as much of the 
thinking and work as you need them to do – but of course, at a price 
you must be willing to pay. Many large companies, embassies, schools 
and other employers include a relocation package in their employment 
contract, some with an already-approved short list of agents to use. 
But sometimes you have to do a little research on your own.

Keep in mind that there is a difference between relocation  
companies and moving companies. A relocation company offers a wide 
range of services including finding a place to live, locating schools, 
and becoming acclimated to a new culture. Moving companies provide 
the professional packing and shipment of household goods. Some 
companies are full-service, covering all aspects of a move from start 
to finish. This can make the entire process easier to manage, but it’s 
also more expensive. For the purpose of this article, both options will 
be referred to as relocation companies.

If you are researching companies on your own with little support 
from an employer, there are some basics to consider. First, choose a 
member of FIDI (Federation of International Furniture Removers),  
the largest global alliance of independent quality international  
removal companies. Additionally, a company’s association with FAIM 
(FIDI Accredited International Movers) is important.

Even if your employer handles the majority of the relocation, you 
must first get quotes with which to compare. Quotes will give you a 
good idea of what services can be provided, and at what cost, so that 
you can add to or subtract from your list of relocation needs. Because 
costing is such a complex process, most companies require an in-home 
survey to give you the most accurate information. Some will provide 
online quotes, but these are only for small shipments of a few household 
goods. It’s worth the effort to get a few personal quotes and make an 
educated decision based on the information you gather, while getting 
a good feel for the company and service.

Remember that price shouldn’t necessarily be the primary reason to 
hire – or not to hire – a relocation company. More important are their 

reputation, experience, worldwide locations and track record. We’re 
talking about all of your household items being packed tightly into a 
container and shipped to the other side of the world. Make sure the 
company values those items as much as you do. 

Aside from other relocation needs you might have, basic shipping of 
your possessions from one location to another is pretty straightforward. 
The overall shipping rates are based on the volume and destination. 
The moving industry works in volume as opposed to weight for sea 
shipments. Volume can be expressed in cubic feet or cubic meters (to 
convert, divide cubic feet by 35.3148 to get cubic meters). However, 
some employers provide a weight allowance for household goods 
rather than a volume allowance. Be sure you understand what is to 
be calculated.

As explained by James Sanderson of Links Moving Beijing, it’s helpful 
to understand your shipping options and terms. Three common shipping 
terms that you will come across are FCL (full container load), LCL (less 
than container load), and GPG (groupage or consolidated load). 

A FCL refers to the exclusive use of a 20-foot or 40-foot steel  
shipping container which will hold 30 cubic meters to 60 cubic meters 
of items. A LCL is an exclusive shipment but the effects are cased in 
wood. The volume is typically a maximum of 10 cubic meters, and this 
type of shipment is rare out of Beijing. A GPG is a cost-effective way to 
ship, typically containing less than 15 cubic meters headed for popular 
destinations (Europe, the US, Australia). Shipments are consolidated 
into a 20- or 40-foot container before being shipped. Because of  
consolidation, transit time is increased, but it’s a great option if you 
have a smaller amount to ship, if you have time to receive it, and if 
you only want to pay for your portion of freight. 

It’s comforting to know that most reputable relocation companies 
have websites with thorough explanations of the entire process. 
There are links to other sites for more helpful information, download-
able forms, checklists and contact information. The online FAQs are 
particularly helpful. 

There are many reputable moving and relocation companies  
available in Beijing. Get referrals from people you trust, and make 
your own judgment call on whom to hire. It’s your relocation, and it’s 
important to leave ample time to make the decision that’s right for 
you and your family. 

WE’RE TALKING ABOUT ALL OF YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS BEING PACKED TIGHTLY 
INTO A CONTAINER AND SHIPPED TO THE 

OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD
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RESOURCES

Asian Tigers
FIDI/FAIM members with 1,500 full-time  
dedicated professional staff. Offers the largest 
fleet of trucks and the most warehouse space 
of any mover in East Asia. Has a great website, 
with lots of helpful information. Provides post 
move follow up. 
(+86 10 6415 1188) www.asiantigers-china.com 

Asian Express International Movers
Founded in 1979 with four locations in Hong 
Kong, Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou. FIDI/
FAIM accredited. Employs over 250 people.  
Offers lots of downloadable information from 
their website, including customs hints, duty 
calculator and insurance forms. 
(+86 10 8580 1471) www.aemovers.com.hk

Allied Pickfords
The largest international moving company in the 
world with corporate owned offices in over 40 
countries and 800 offices. Offers online estimates 
for small shipments; otherwise, a physical survey 
can be booked online. 
(+86 21 6332 0088) www.alliedpickfords.com

Links Moving Beijing
Wholly-owned moving company established in 
Hong Kong in 1997 with full range of household 
moving services and storage options. Now  
handles over 3,000 international moves  
worldwide each year. Great website, offering 
information including freight container sizes 
and details, online quotes available for smaller 
shipments. Keep an eye out for specials, such 
as free air freight with certain container sizes or 
percentage discounts for early booking during 
peak seasons.
(+86 10 8447 7496) www.linksmoving.asia

Crowne Worldwide Group
Offers complete relocation services; established in 
1965. Global Passport program offers intercultural  
training programs and helps streamline the process  
of repatriation needs. Offers state-of-the-art 
security systems. 
(+86 10 5801 8088) www.crownworldwide.com 

things to consider when choosing a relocation company:
• Do you need entire relocation services, such as storage, repatriation needs, specialty 
transport (pets, cars)? Or is the shipment of your household items straightforward enough 
to pay for moving only?
• The agency needs to be the point of contact for all other elements of the move (movers, 
freight forwarding company, customs, destination).
• The agency needs to know the rules of the country you are in, as well as the country you 
are going to. Do they know what can and cannot be shipped? Do they know all documents 
that must be provided at each step?
• Are they FIDI/FAIM members?

good to know:
• A sea shipment takes around three months, including customs clearing. An agency 
may quote four to six weeks, but many things can add to a delay. Air shipments are 
usually around one to two weeks.
• Summer is the busiest time to move. 
• You’ll need receipts for any major purchases made in China. Also, hold on to any 
original customs forms you had when you first moved to China, so that items brought 
into China will not be taxed.
• Antiques less than 150 years old are legal to export. If made before 1949, items are 
subject to customs inspection and fees. Anything of museum quality (Tibetan artifacts, 
rare woods, or anything made before 1794) is not permitted for export. 
• Play it safe. If your furniture or other large items look antique, get appraisals and/or 
certificates for them. The customs officials going through your container may hold up 
your entire shipment if they are left to make the judgment on whether or not a certain 
piece of furniture is antique.
• Don’t cut the timing too close to. Leave at least one day for buffer just in case the 
packing and loading takes longer than expected.

James Sanderson of Links Moving Beijing
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M
oving to another country is one of the most stressful things 
you will do in your lifetime. But with a detailed checklist 
and a lot of preparation, you should be able to keep stress 
levels at a minimum – you might even enjoy the process! 

Okay, we’re stretching the truth a little with that last bit, but at least 
a plan will help keep you sane. When compiling our moving timeline, 
we talked to relocation companies and Beijing residents who have lived 
through multiple moves. If they can do it, so can you.    

six months before the move 
• Start looking for a relocation company. Ask your friends and 
neighbors for referrals and references. 
• Ask at least three different companies for evaluations and  
quotations before you decide on which company to hire. Make 
sure you ask all the relevant questions (see p52). If you’re here on a 
relocation package, check which expenses are covered by your 
company and if you’ll have to pay for anything out of pocket.
• Open a moving file where you can keep all the estimates and 
move-related documents. Also, it’s good to create a dedicated folder 
in your email account to save your inbox being flooded with relocation 
information. 
• Start getting rid of your things. Sell your unwanted stuff online or 
give it away to charity – Roundabout Charity Distribution Center does 
house pickups. You can also give your stuff away at Freecycle, or sell 
them online at beijingkids or the Beijinger classifieds.  
• If you are heading back to your home country, find resources to 
help you cope with repatriation. You might be surprised how tricky 
reverse culture shock can be.  
• If you are heading to another country, educate yourself about 
your next destination. Compare the cost of living on Expatistan.com, 
find expat groups in the area, check schools and start looking for an 
apartment or temporary accommodation. 

In Three, Two, One …
A relocation timeline for families leaving Beijing     
by Jelena Kovacevic

• Transport your pets. Contact pet relocation services or ask your 
moving company for referrals and tips. Some countries are very strict 
on pet imports, especially from China (see p60 for details). 
• Are you planning to transport Chinese-bought antiques out of 
the country? You will need antique export certificates before shipping 
(see p52 for details).  
• Book your flights and check that your passports are up to date. 

five months before the move
• Ask for help. Most of the people you know have been through 
several international moves already, and they will be more than willing 
to share their experiences with you. Ask your friends to spare a few 
hours to help you pack or look after the kids while you run moving-
related errands. 
• You’ve done the research and now it’s time to pick a relocation 
company. If you are planning to transport any “controlled goods,” 
let your relocation company know. Different countries have different 
definitions for what exactly constitutes “controlled goods” – make sure 
your relocation company has it covered.  
• Talk to your bank about the easiest way to transfer your funds to 
another country.
• Find out how to get 
rid of your car – it has 
been hard to sell cars 
in Beijing due to the 
recent lottery policy for 
plates. Check with local 
car dealers if they can 
help you sell your car 
outside of Beijing, and 
start the process. 
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four months before the move 
• Inform your kids’ school about the move and prepare all of the 
necessary documents. 
• Make a trip to the doctor to collect all of you and your family’s  
medical certificates and records. 
• If you already haven't already, begin the consular procedure. 
Find out how to obtain your visa and work permits in the country you 
are moving to. This can take months, so don’t put this off. 
• Think of all the things you want to do one last time in Beijing 
and start doing them! See p66 for ideas of what to do before you 
leave the capital.
• Take a break! Moving can be stressful; make sure you eat and sleep 
well to avoid getting sick. 

three months before the move 
• Confirm your moving dates with the relocation company. 
• Book temporary accommodation in Beijing – you will probably 
need somewhere to stay in between moving all of your things out of 
your house and leaving Beijing, even if it’s for a few days.  
• Notify all your friends about your move and start planning farewell 
parties for you and our kids. It might seem non-essential, but you 
will be glad you did it. 
• Cancel any memberships you have, as well as your cable TV.  
Also, transfer your health insurance. 
• Start eating the food from the freezer and any canned food. 

two months before the move 
• Give library books and other rentals back. 
• Check your house one more time for items you might want to sell 
or give away. Give away your plants. 
• Reconfirm your arrangements with the movers. 
• Help your ayi to find new employment by recommending her to 
friends or posting an ad on the beijingkids classifieds or on the Yahoo 
group Beijing Cafe. 

one month before the move 
• Make sure you empty school, work and club lockers. 
• Pick up your dry cleaning.
• Inform property management of your moving date and arrange 
parking for the moving van. 
• Make a survival box for the move: copies of required documents, 
money, tickets, passports, small toys for the kids, as well as candy and 
granola bars for that all-important energy boost.
• Make sure you have enough electricity in the house and that 
your phone is functional – you will need it to direct the movers to your 
home or to make other arrangements.
• Arrange for kids and pets to be looked after on the day of the 
move.
• Make a detailed list of all the things that will be shipped, mark 
them (e.g. storage, air, sea), and divide the things that you plan to 
take with you on the plane. Take photos of your things before packing 
for insurance purposes. 
• Clearly label items not to be packed. 
• Clean and dry kitchen appliances and garden tools. Drain water 
hoses and if you have a grill, empty the gas bottles. 
• Set money aside to pay for the driver, ayi and moving company. 
• Check your garage, attic and closets one more time. 
• Refill medicine prescriptions.
• Make sure you empty your safe deposit box. 
• Empty and defrost your freezer. 
• A week before the move, clean all of the furniture that is  
supposed to be shipped. 

the day of the move 
• Keep passports, tickets, money and documents safe.
• Keep the kids and pets out of the way.
• Check every room one last time.
• Make sure any deposits are given back to you. 
• Turn off all appliances. 
• Lock doors and windows.
• Make sure meters are read and the service disconnected after 
the move.
• Let the movers know which things you’ll need right away, 
so they can load them last. 

ILLU
STR

ATIO
N

: LI XIN
G

Don’t Sweat the 
Small Stuff

It’s amazing how easily we accumulate stuff. This is the lesson we 
learn when it comes time to move and you face the prospect of 
transporting all that stuff. Here is a guide to purging your junk before 
you take off.

Getting rid of the little things in your life (toys, clothes, gadgets) 
will really take the weight off your shoulders. It’s recommended that 
you start this process two months in advance.

There’s nothing wrong with going the old-fashioned route and hosting 
your own garage sale. If convenient, you can host one from your apartment  
or apartment garden if suitable. Otherwise, many schools have garage 
sales. To find out the latest events, visit beijingkids.com.

Or give your small things a new lease on life and donate them. 
Roundabout Charity Distribution Store accepts toys, clothes, home 
electronics, kitchen supplies – pretty much anything that can be 
carried. The charity asks that everything should be in good, clean 
working condition.

There is also Freecycle Beijing, a Yahoo group open to all who 
want to pass on their goods to others in the community. Everything 
posted must be available for free. 

Regarding recycling, people will actually pay you for your excess 
cardboard, paper and plastics. They won’t pay you much, but at least 
they’ll take it off your hands. Simply seek out one of these people on 
the street and arrange for them to come and get your stuff, or ask 
your HR department if they can help arrange a collection for you. 
Michael Connors 

RESOURCES

Freecycle Beijing Yahoo Group 
The Freecycle Beijing group is open to all who want to recycle  
household items rather than throw them away. One rule: Everything 
posted must be free. This group is part of the Freecycle Network, a 
nonprofit organization and a movement of people interested in keeping  
good stuff out of landfills. Check out freecycle.org for details.
groups.yahoo.com/group/FreecycleBeijing

Roundabout Charity Store 
Roundabout is a not-for-profit charity distribution store in Beijing. 
They accept good quality, unwanted goods, which they then  
distribute to Beijing residents in need. 
www.roundaboutchina.com
 
Expatistan 
Expatistan is a collaborative database of prices from around the 
world, made by expats for expats. 
www.expatistan.com

beijingkids Classifieds
beijingkids’ family-focused online classifieds. Perfect for families 
looking to buy, sell and find everything from pet supplies to toddler 
goods.
www.beijing-kids.com/classifieds    

the Beijinger Classifieds
Buy and sell anything from a toaster oven to a motorbike.
www.thebeijinger.com/classifieds

Beijing Cafe Yahoo Group 
This site is designed for sharing information about life in Beijing. 
Membership by invitation only.
groups.yahoo.com/group/Beijingcafe
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B
eijing may have been your home for many 
years, or a few, or just one, but eventually 
the time will come when you have to leave 
for good. You may not mind saying goodbye 

to the pollution, but you will miss your friends, the 
Chinese locals and the culture. Moving to another 
country or back to your home country is exciting. 
However, this excitement is almost always tempered 
with a sense of apprehension. Even if you consider 
yourself a moving expert, with each move comes a 
range of different challenges.   

Moving On
Smoothing the transition between countries      
by Jennifer Bushman

Willshire booked them into Nippers - an Aussie surf lifesaving program 
- for the summer.   

“It can take anywhere from two months to two years to adjust to 
the transition” says Stafford. “It is typically harder for older kids to 
move than the younger ones. But siblings tend to be closer when they 
are third-culture kids. When they move around a lot, they have each 
other for support.”   

Stafford also points out that it’s important for parents to be positive 
about the move and be exemplary problem solvers. While it’s okay for 
parents to share their concerns with their kids, there are limits. If you 
decide to present a problem to your kids, you should also express how 
you plan on dealing with it. Keep in mind that some issues and concerns 
can be addressed and solved as a family. “This creates empowerment 
within boundaries,” explains Stafford.  

kid power
Parents need to remember that their kids didn’t make the choice to 
move. However they should be able to play some part in the transition. 
“Let them make some of the decisions,” says Stafford, “like what school 
they attend, or have a say in the home you choose.” 

Willshire agrees. “Appreciate that moving is a very big event for 
everyone and that each family member will have their individual  
reactions that need to be supported. Talking about the move and listening  
to everyone’s feelings is very important. Some people can benefit from 
counseling prior to the move, and also in the new post.”

there’s no place like home
Stafford stresses that moving to another country and moving back to 
your home country are two different things. Going home to stay is 
more challenging than people expect. In the book, Third Culture Kids: 
The Experience of Growing Up Among Worlds, authors Pollock and Van 

saying zaijian!
“It’s important to go through the ritual of saying goodbye,” says Devon 
Stafford, Upper Elementary School Counselor at the International 
School of Beijing. But don’t overwhelm yourself or your family with 
too many goodbye parties and tearful farewells. 

Lucinda Willshire, a mother of four, is the co-author of Slurping 
Soup and Other Confusions. After recently repatriating to her home  
country, Australia, she recommends staying family-focused in the lead-up  
to a departure. While Willshire arranged farewell parties for her  
children and their friends, she made sure to keep them to a minimum. 
She also took plenty of photos of their friends as well as her family’s 
favorite spots in Beijing. 

Try to focus on where you’re going, rather than what you’re leaving 
behind. Mandy Nevall and her family have lived in Beijing for a year 
and will be moving to Kuala Lumpur this summer. While trying to keep 
her children focused on the family’s next destination, she also reminds 
them that friendships are ongoing, no matter where you live.  

transition tensions 
As much as parents don’t like to admit it, most kids don’t like to move 
Willshire’s daughter Lyndsey developed a skin rash due to the stress 
and Willshire suspects that she was holding in a lot of emotion. In fact, 
Willshire and Lyndsey were projecting their stress upon one another, 
only making the situation at home tenser.   

smooth move
Preparation is the key to a smooth transition. The Nevall family went 
to Kuala Lumpur on a look-and-see trip, so the kids could visualize 
what their new home and school would look like. The Willshire family 
also made a trip to their new home of Melbourne a few months prior 
to the move. While there, the kids attended school orientations and 
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Lucinda Willshire and her daughters in Yangshuo

Reken write, “For many TCKs (third-culture kids) this is one of the most 
difficult transitions they go through, no matter how many other moves 
they have already made. How TCKs do or don’t cope with the re-entry 
experience can shape their lives for years to come.”  

Willshire admits that after 15 years abroad, she is worried about 
reverse culture shock. Their two youngest children have only lived in 
Asia. “The kids are concerned mostly about leaving their friends here 
[in China]. This is always very hard and very sad for all expats. They 
love living in Asia and this is what they are used to. [My children] don’t 
regard themselves as ‘Aussie’ even though they sound Australian. 
They speak several languages and enjoy the cultural and language 
experiences that are available in Beijing. They are worried that they 
might not fit in.”

Whether you are moving to another country or back to your home 
country, you should know what you’re getting into. “Understand that 
your child will be different, and this is a good thing,” says Stafford.

the elevator pitch
Moving to another country is difficult for parents, too. Most people 
will not understand the benefits or the challenges that came with  
living in China. And while it’s easy to talk ad nauseam about your China  
experience, the old adage “You had to be there” is particularly apt. 
Your new, and even your old friends, simply cannot fully appreciate 
your life-changing experience. For this reason, it’s a good idea to 
prepare an “elevator pitch” that encapsulates your time abroad. Keep 
it snappy and cover all of the bases: what you and your partner did 
while you were in Beijing, how long you stayed, what you thought of 
China, and importantly, what you and your family are doing now. Talking 
about the country you’re currently living in allows you to transfer the  
conversation onto common ground. Keep your pitch a few minutes long, 
and make sure you practice it before you arrive in your new country, 

because you’ll be repeating it many times.
Most expats know that the concept of home changes. Beijing was 

your home; soon another city will be your home. For third-culture kids 
and adults, home is wherever your family is.   

COUNSELING SERVICES

Dr. Rob Blinn, Director of Beijing United Family Hospital and 
Clinics (BJU) Psychological Health Center
Dr. Blinn is available at both the BJU Shunyi Clinic and main BJU 
hospital, but call ahead for an appointment. 1) Every Tuesday 1-
7.30pm and every other Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm. Beijing United 
Family Shunyi Clinic, Unit 806, Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate 
Development Zone, Shunyi District (8046 5432); 2) Mon, Wed, 
Thu, 9am-5pm. Beijing United Family Hospital: 2 Jiangtai Lu, Lido, 
Chaoyang District (5927 7000); 1)北京和睦家医院诊所, 顺义区天竺

开发区荣祥广场806号; 2)北京和睦家医院, 朝阳区将台路2号

Dr. Stephen-Claude Hyatt, Head Psychologist at Beijing 
International SOS Clinic
Dr. Hyatt is available Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm, but it’s best to call ahead. 
Beijing International SOS Clinic, Suite 105, Wing 1, Kunsha Building, 16 
Xinyuanli, Chaoyang District (646 29112) 北京国际救援中心, 朝阳区新

源里16号琨莎中心一座105室

The Willshire family on holiday
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W
hen it comes time to leave China, you shouldn’t have 
to leave your pets behind. With the proper preparation, 
soon enough you and your pet will be frolicking in the 
fields of your new home. Departing with your pets is a 

two-part process. The first step is exiting China, the second is entering 
your destination country. The exit process for China has three simple 
steps, while the entry process is dependent on your destination.  
Depending on the level of difficulty, the entry process requires at least 
six months of preparation. For up-to-date entry requirements, consult 
the embassy, department of agriculture or quarantine bureau of the 
country to which your pets are relocating. The following information 
should be used as a guide only, as rules and regulations for exporting 
pets are subject to change. 

Exporting pets out of China

by Kara Chin

exit requirements for china (from beijing)

rabies vaccination certificate
You will need an official PRC rabies immunity certificate, certifying that 
your pet was vaccinated at least 30 days - but not more than 12 months 
- prior to departure. Owners in China are required by law to vaccinate 
their dogs against rabies annually (it is recommended for cats). Two- 
or three-year rabies vaccines from other countries are not recognized 
by China. Vaccinate your pet against rabies at an official animal  
vaccination hospital in China, such as International Center for Veterinary 
Services (ICVS) or the Guan Shang Animal Hospital (Chinese-speaking 
staff only), where owners receive the official Beijing Animal Health and 
Immunity Certificate (北京市动物健康免疫证). 

health certificate
After receiving the Beijing Animal Health and Immunity Certificate (a 
little red book), owners must schedule an appointment at the Entry-Exit 

entry requirements for destination countries
The second process is fulfilling the entry requirements for the  
destination country. Depending on the country, the entry process 
may be very simple or extremely difficult. Either way, it’s best to  
prepare everything well in advance of your departure date, usually six 
months or more - especially if you’re moving to a country with strict  
quarantine regulations, like Australia or New Zealand. The information 
below should be used for reference only. For the latest pet import 
requirements, contact the embassy, department of agriculture or 
quarantine bureau of your destination country.

US (excluding Hawaii) and Canada 
Difficulty: Easy
• Rabies vaccination required at least 30 days, maximum of 12 months 
before entry.
• No microchipping required.
• No rabies antibody titer testing required.
• No quarantine if rabies vaccination requirement is met.
• Regulations for pets being imported into Hawaii differ from the  
continental US. For the most up-to-date Hawaiian regulations, visit the 
USDA or Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) websites, 
or contact ICVS.

European Union countries and Japan 
Difficulty: Moderate
• Rabies vaccination and rabies antibody titer test required. Test must 
be done at least three months and a maximum of six months before 
the pet arrives.
• Microchipping and/or tattoo required (dependent on country’s  
requirements).
• No quarantine if the above requirements are fulfilled.
• Japan requires two rabies vaccinations within six months of  
arrival.
• The UK has a mandatory six-month quarantine for animals from 
China.

Hong Kong 
Difficulty: Moderate
• Microchipping required. 
• No rabies antibody titer testing required.
• Mandatory four-month quarantine for all pets from China. 

Australia, New Zealand and Taiwan 
Difficulty: Hard
• Microchipping required.
• Rabies and other vaccinations required.
• Rabies antibody titer testing required.
• Animals cannot be directly imported. Animals from China must first 
reside in a “rabies-free” country for at least six months. Approved 
countries for Australia and New Zealand include the US, Canada, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan and some EU countries.
• Upon arrival in Australia/New Zealand/Taiwan, there is a 30-day 
quarantine.

microchipping
Beijing authorities do not require microchipping of animals. Countires 
and regions that require microchipping include - but are not limited 
to - Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and the European Union. As of 2011, the EU requires  
microchipping to be done before or on the same date as the rabies 
vaccination documented for the rabies antibody titer test.

ISO-compliant and EU-approved microchips are available for sale 
in Beijing by Globy Pet Relocation company. Insertion is a surgical 
procedure that must be managed by a veterinarian. ICVS provides 
microchip insertion services and has a scanner to detect microchips. 
They also scan microchipped pets free of charge, to help the owner 
ensure the chip is readable and in good working order.

rabies vaccination
A rabies vaccination must be performed at a legally designated animal 
vaccination hospital in China, such as International Center for Veterinary 
Services (ICVS). If legally registered by the Chinese government to 
provide rabies vaccinations, the hospital will have a large gold plaque 
with Chinese characters that reads: 动物狂犬病免疫注射定点单位.

For pets that require the rabies antibody titer test, a rabies  
vaccination must be done at least 30 days before blood is drawn for 
the antibody test.

rabies antibody titer testing
Rabies antibody titer testing is required upon entry into all European 
Union countries.

Typically, the requirement is that the pet is vaccinated for rabies 
at least four to seven months prior to departure. EU countries require 
that the blood sample be drawn at least three to six months before 
the pet’s arrival date in the EU. Pets going to the EU must be also 
microchipped on or before the rabies vaccination date. A month after 
the vaccination (and no sooner), a sample of the pet’s blood, along 
with separated serum is prepared at a hospital in Beijing (ICVS can 
assist with this process) before it is taken to the EU the following 
day to be tested by an official EU-authorized laboratory for the  
rabies antibody titer test. Currently, China has no EU-authorized labs. 
Owners must have the proper form: EU CE 998/2003 for European 
Community for non-commercial movement of pet animals. It can be 
obtained from an EU-authorized laboratory or downloaded online (www.
douane.gouv.fr/data/file/6113.pdf). The form must be filled in by a 
Chinese vet at Guan Shang Animal Hospital and will be checked by 
customs at the airport in the EU. Visit www.ec.europa.eu/food/animal/ 
approved_establishments/laboratories_en.htm for a list of authorized 
laboratories in the EU. Most EU countries require a 90-day wait after 
the blood is drawn, for the pet to enter the EU, but it is best confirmed 
with the EU-authorized lab. For assistance in transporting the serum 
sample to the EU, contact Globy Pet Relocation.

PH
O

TO
: CO

U
RTESY O

F SH
IR

LEY H
AN

 YIN
G

Inspection & Quarantine Bureau animal hospital, known as the Guan Shang 
Animal Hospital (北京观赏动物医院). Pets must be examined no less than 
seven days prior to departure date. The animal hospital does not make 
appointments, so arrive as early in the day as possible; we recommend 
arriving at 8am. Owners should bring the pet, the red book with valid 
vaccinations, their passport (one person’s passport per pet) and cash 
(around RMB 600 per pet). Those not proficient in Mandarin should bring 
a Chinese-speaking friend to help. Pets are subject to a brief examination 
that may include blood tests and stool checks - owners are charged for 
this examination. After the examination, your pet will be issued a Beijing 
International Companion Animal Health Inspection Certificate (动物卫

生证书), which is valid for seven days. Immediately exchange it for the  
official Animal Health Certificate for Exit (出境通关单). If it is not processed 
before the expiration date, the health exam must be repeated.

exit permit
Owners must present the health certificate to obtain the official Animal 
Health Certificate for Exit (出境通关单), also known as the exit permit. This 
can be done at the Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau office, 
located on the second floor of the Guan Shang Animal Hospital. While the 
animal hospital is usually open during national holidays, the Entry-Exit 
office is typically closed during holidays. Owners need to bring their pet’s 
red vaccination book and health certificate, as well as their own passport. 
For this step, it is not necessary to bring your pet. The exit permit fee 
is around RMB 100, typically processed within two business days and is 
valid for fourteen days from date of issuance. Latest regulations must be 
confirmed with the quarantine bureau, because policies may change at 
anytime without notice. Pet owners with an exit permit have 14 days to 
take their pets out of China. Note: China has no quarantine requirement 
for pets departing China. 

Leaving 
With  
Furry 
Friends
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algebra 
Type: Cat (9 years old)
Owner: Joi Chu-Ketterer
Destination: Virginia, US
Date of relocation: June 2010
Cost: RMB 800 (pre-departure paperwork and exams), USD 250 (ship-
ping the medium-sized dog crate). There was no extra charge for the 
cat, as it was considered a carry-on item.
Airline: United Airlines
Relocation service: None

Joi Chu-Ketterer‘s mom and her mom’s assistant handled most of the 
process - which was made easier as they were with an embassy. ICVS 
was also very helpful, providing guidelines for the process. They started 
with a medical exam at ICVS about a month before their departure. 
At the same time, they made sure health records for Algebra (Al)  
received the official chop (red stamp). About two weeks before leaving, 
Chu-Ketterer went to the Guan Shang Animal Hospital. Owners should 
exercise caution at the hospital, as sick animals are treated there and 
sometimes roam around, uncaged and unleashed.

It cost RMB 10 to get a number, then RMB 100 to get the examination 
form, another RMB 100 to get the animal's picture taken and finally 
another RMB 100 to pick up the completed form the next day at the 
China Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau. Chu-Ketterer 
spent less than two hours in total at both the animal hospital and the 
bureau. The piece of paper from the hospital is very important, so don't  
accidentally pack or lose it. 

United Airlines knew exactly what to do and were expecting  
Chu-Ketterer when she showed up at the airport with Al. Space for  
animals on airplanes is limited, especially in the cabin, so it is important 
to book a space early and keep double-checking to confirm. Chu-Ketterer 
opted to bring Al as carry-on and not excess checked baggage. Despite 
having an airline-approved animal crate, Chu-Ketterer ended up bring-
ing Al on board in a Sherpa bag. He remained in the bag for the entire 
14-hour flight, as Chu-Ketterer fed her ice chips. The flight and arrival 
at Dulles International Airport in Washington, DC was a breeze. 

One major difficulty was when security at Beijing Airport put the cat 
through the X-ray machine. Chu-Ketterer tried to reason with them, but 
they insisted and put Al through anyway.

Advice: Start early! The process takes a lot of time and patience. Keep 
double-checking everything to make sure that requirements do not 
change at the last minute. Be prepared to spend a lot of money.

brian and socks
Type: Brian, dog (2 years old), Socks, cat (2 years old)
Owners: Shirley Han Ying and her husband Chris Gelken
Destination: Hong Kong
Date of relocation: July 2010
Relocation company: None. Han made inquiries with relocation 
services, but the cost of RMB 26,500 (RMB 12,000 plus the HKD 16,320 
quarantine fee) was too high for her family.
Cost (for both dog and cat): Total of RMB 21,000. The breakdown 
is as follows: RMB 800 (two ISO microchips), RMB 120 (courier 
for application of Hong Kong import permits), RMB 1,040 (medical  
examination for dog and cat at Beijing Guan Shang Animal Hospital), 
RMB 200 (inspection fees for dog and cat at China Entry-Exit Inspection 
and Quarantine Bureau), RMB 4,000 (airline fee), HKD 80 (dog license 
registration in Hong Kong), HKD 10,800 (dog quarantine fee in Hong 
Kong), HKD 5,520 (cat quarantine fee in Hong Kong), plus a couple of 
hundred HKD in pickup fees at the HK airport.
Airline: Cathay Pacific Airways
Airline fee: Total was RMB 4,000. The breakdown is as follows: RMB 
40/kg for parts under 45kg, RMB 43.5/kg for parts over 45kg (shipping 
fee that included weight of crates), RMB 300/shipment (inspection fee 
for live animals), RMB 600/shipment (customs declaration fee), RMB 
800/shipment (operation fee), RMB 200/shipment (storage fee). The 
dog and cat together constituted one shipment.

Originally, Shirley Han Ying and her husband planned to take the cat and 
dog to Hong Kong in June. But when applying for the import permits 
with the Hong Kong Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 
in early May 2010, Han was told there would be no quarantine space 
available until mid-July. So she had to delay her departure, flying to 
Hong Kong in July of 2010 instead.

Han started researching and preparing about three months prior to 
departure. First, the pets were microchipped at ICVS. China currently 
only offers ISO microchips, which don’t meet Hong Kong’s requirement 
for AVID microchips. So the ISO chips were purely for transportation 
purposes. Once in Hong Kong, the pets needed to be chipped again 
with AVID microchips.

Han checked with her pet’s local veterinarian at Baolaifu Animal 
Hospital to make sure all the information and vaccination history was 
written clearly on the Beijing Animal Health and Immunity Certificate. 
The serial number of the ISO microchips should be affixed onto the last 
page of the certificate. Then, she brought a letter from the veterinarian 
to the Chaoyang District Center for Animal Disease Control to add 
another bureau chop to the health certificates.

The next step was calling the Hong Kong Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Conservation Department (+852 2150 7065) to confirm the required 
documents for import permit application. Once confirmed, Han sent 
all of the files by courier to get two quarantine kennels reserved as 
soon as possible. Ideally, the application should be filed three months 
prior to the expected departure date.

Once the AFCD receives the documents, they will send e-mail  
confirmation after about five working days with a suggested import 
period. The owner will need to email the authority back to confirm 
the exact import date. Then, it will take another two to three weeks 
to mail the import permit to the owner. 

AFCD says the animals must be transported by the fastest and most 
direct route from the exporting country to or through Hong Kong as 
“manifested cargo.” This means the owner needs to book a direct flight 
from Beijing to Hong Kong for the pets with the cargo department (not 
the regular passenger ticketing) of the airline. 

In July 2010, only Cathay Pacific Cargo and Air China Cargo would 
transport live animals. Han chose Cathay Cargo (5905 7714). They 
briefed her on the procedure and required documents for exporting 
pets. They also asked her to email Cathay and their clearance agency 
with the scanned copies of required documents and photos of the pets 
in their air crates. The crates needed to be spacious enough for the pet 
to turn around in, have attached food bowls and water dishes, a handle 
on top, and be lined with a towel to absorb any “accidents.”

Around 14 days before the departure date, Han took both the dog and 
cat to Guan Shang Animal Hospital for the required medical examinations. 
The medical results were issued three working days later. Then she 
brought the results to China Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine  
Bureau on the second floor to apply for the official health certificate and 
an export clearance document. She picked up the documents for both 
pets two days later. She emailed scanned copies of all the documents 
to Cathay Cargo and they confirmed receipt of them.

Next, Han called the duty officer of Import/Export department at 
Hong Kong Airport (+852 2652 5296) to notify them of the anticipated 
arrival time of her pets. She was also required to arrange a vehicle in 
Hong Kong, so an AFCD officer could accompany both Han and her pets 
to the Hong Kong Animal Management Center for quarantine.

The morning before the departure date, she was required to take 
her dog and cat to the BGS Cargo Terminal (Rm 221 for Cathay Cargo, 
6459 7100) on Airport Huoyun Lu to check the animals in with the 
airline and go through China Customs. After clearance, agency staff 
sealed the animal crates and the animals were taken to the storage 
waiting area for boarding the next morning. The entire process that 
day took about six hours and cost RMB 4,000. 

Flying Cathay Pacific wasn’t as good as Han expected. Because of 
the overnight stay, the pets remained in their crates for a long period 
of time (with no one to clean them) and as a result, sat in their own 
urine and feces for the whole journey.

Han and her husband flew on the same flight as their pets. After 
landing in Hong Kong, they went to the cargo terminal together to pick 
up the animals. The dog and cat had to go through license registration, 

rabies vaccinations, as well as AVID microchip injection. Then, an AFCD 
officer accompanied us them to the quarantine center. 

The quarantine center in Pok Fu Lam is very basic. All dogs stay in 
open-door kennels, unprotected from the hot and humid Hong Kong 
weather. Also, dogs only get 15 minutes of activity time each day.  
Treatment for the cat was much better. Socks was kept in an air- 
conditioned room with cat furniture. But at the end of quarantine, the 
cat had fur knots, which were painful to remove.

Han was permitted to see her pets during quarantine and there were 
no big changes in their behavior after quarantine. The dog adapted to 
the new home after about a week. The cat had a harder time, taking 
two to three weeks to settle down.

Tips: Make sure you double-check all your documents and have them 
handy. You also need a few hundred Hong Kong dollars to pay for fees 
when picking up your pets at the cargo terminal.

Bring a lot of wet and dry tissues with you, because after landing 
you will need to clean the air crates and your pets’ feet, which will 
probably be covered with urine and feces. Animals under stress are 
likely to have “accidents.”

Bring a leash to walk your pet in the quarantine center. Also don’t 
forget to carry your pet’s favorite toys, so they will have something 
familiar with them while in quarantine.

Always make telephone inquiries first and make an appointment if 
possible. It's better to take an early morning flight, as they tend to be 
shorter. And if your pets arrive at the Hong Kong airport after the AFCD 
office hours, the animals will have to be quarantined at the airport at 
your own expense with more paperwork.

If you can afford it, hire a relocation service. Doing it yourself is a 
hair-pulling experience. But if you don’t have the budget, be patient, 
and with effort, everything will work out in the end.

pompom and peanuts
Type: Pompom, cat (7 years old), Peanuts, cat (2 years old)
Owner: Stephanie Levert
Date of relocation: December 2010
Destination: Toulouse, France
Airline: Lufthansa German Airlines
Relocation company: None
Cost: About RMB 3,000 (airline “extra weight” charge), RMB 1,500  
(microchips), RMB 500 (vaccinations), RMB 500 (blood sample and 
serum preparation), EUR 155 (antibody titer test in the French  
laboratory).

Joi and Algebra, safe and sound in the US

Socks, sitting pretty in Hong Kong

Brian, happy to be in Hong Kong
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Pompom gets ready for a nap in France

Peanuts, enjoying daisies in Germany
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huali
Pet: Cat (5 years old)
Owner: Ros Rath
Destination: Sydney, Australia
Cost: RMB 40,000
Relocation company: Globy Pet Relocation
Airline: The first flight was from Beijing to Hong Kong was with Dragon 
Air. The flight from Hong Kong to Sydney was with Cathay Pacific.
Date of relocation: Huali left Beijng in June 2010, arrived in Sydney 
in December 2010 and settled into her new home in January 2011.

When she found out she would be moving back to Sydney (about 
three months prior to her departure), Ros Rath contacted ICVS to 
learn about the pet relocation requirements. Rath then hired Globy 
Pet Relocations and made a booking with the quarantine center in 
Hong Kong, as well as the boarding facility. About one month before  
departure, Huali was microchipped. Ten days before departure, Globy 

Pet took Rath and Huali to the Guan 
Shang Animal Hospital for a health 
check. On the day of departure, 
Globy Pet picked up the cat, taking 
her to the airport. Rath followed 
soon after, going through customs 
with her passport and paperwork 
for the cat.
Globy Pet handled most of the 
Beijing prodcedure and paper-
work. However, dealing with the 
Hong Kong leg of the trip was very  
difficult and lasted six months. 

Upon arrival in Hong Kong, there 
was a problem: Huali’s microchip 

number was not on her paperwork. Until her identification was sorted 
by the pet relocation company and the Hong Kong agent, the cat had 
to stay at a pet hostel (as the Hong Kong agent called it) at the Hong 
Kong airport before it could be moved to quarantine.

The quarantine in Hong Kong was good and Huali was well cared 
for. However, the cat did lose a fair amount of weight. Apparently, she 
did not like the food. The agent in Hong Kong promised to keep an eye 
on her and said she was happy and well, but only after arranging for 
better food did the cat’s health improve. A Chinese friend called the 
quarantine in Hong Kong regularly to check on the cat, because Rath 
didn’t trust the agent.

The quarantine center in Sydney was fantastic and Rath wasn’t  
worried. The handler seemed very caring and Rath was able to call her 
daily regarding the wellness of her pet. Rath was also able to visit her 
cat, beginning the second day, up to two times per week for half an 
hour each time, or once a week for one hour. After quarantine, the cat 
was shy for a day or two, but adjusted quickly to her new home with 
her new cat friend, Wally. 

Tips: Check and double-check your paperwork, and make sure you 
write down the microchip number. It was an emotionally harrowing 
experience, but Rath knows it was worth it.

RESOURCES

International Center for Veterinary Services 
北京新天地国际动物医院

Mon-Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-7pm. 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
An Jia Lou, Chaoyang District (8456 1939/40/41, icvs_
china@yahoo.com) www.icvsasia.com 
朝阳区安家楼亮马桥路29号(肯特中心院内）

Guan Shang Animal Hospital 北京观赏动物医院

Daily 8.30am-10.30pm. 1/F, 7 North Third Ring Road (300 
meters West of An Hua Qiao, on the north side of the street), 
Chaoyang District (6237 1359 ex 8037, 6205 1944 ext 8037 
Chinese only) 
朝阳区北三环中路7号1层（安华桥往西三百米路北）

Beijing Entry/Exit Inspection & Quarantine Bureau 
北京出入境检验检疫局

Mon-Fri 8.30-11.30am, 1.30-4pm. 2/F, 7 North Third Ring 
Road (300 meters West of An Hua Qiao, on the north side 
of the street) (6204 9631, 6237 1359, callers should ask to 
be transferred) 
北三环中路7号2层（安华桥往西三百米路北）  

Baolaifu Animal Hospital 宝来富动物医院 

Daily 9am-9pm. Inside the swimming venue (200m east 
of the south gate of Worker’s Stadium), Worker’s Stadium, 
Gongti Nanlu,  Chaoyang District   (6593 6074/6593 1344) 
朝阳区工体南路工人体育馆游泳场（工体南门向东200米）

Pet Express (Asian Tigers)
Stephane Camguilhem, Beijing Manager (6415 1188 ext 160, 
stephane.camguilhem@asiantigers-china.com) 
www.asiantigers-china.com

Globy Pet Relocation
Harriet Liu (8762 5020, 400 883 8011, beijing@globypetrelo.
com) www.globypetrelo.com
 
World Care Pet Transport
Kiki Chen, pet and household goods specialist (8459 
3008/2858, kiki.chen@worldcarepet.com.cn) 
www.worldcarepet.com

Chaoyang District Center for Animal Disease Control 
朝阳区动物疫病预防控制中心

Administration office: Daily 9am-9pm. 150m southwest of 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Qiao (6508 3873, 6500 2890) 朝阳公

园桥西南150米. 
Centers: 1) Daily 24 hours. 8A Tuanjiehu Beisantiao (8597 
5507); 2) Daily 9am-9pm. Nongguang Nanli, Dongsanhuan 
Fulu, Chaoyang District (6735 8970); 3) Daily 9am-9pm. 
Nongguang Nanli, Dongsanhuan Fulu, Chaoyang District 
(6735 8970); 4) Daily 9am- 9pm. Nan Hejiafen, Shuangqiao, 
Chaoyang District (8536 1301) 
1) 朝阳区团结湖北三条甲八号; 2) 朝阳区三环辅路农光南里; 

3) 朝阳区三环辅路农光南里; 4) 朝阳区双桥南何家坟

Size Matters
There are a couple of options for getting rid of your big things. Host a 
moving sale, invite friends and make a day of it! Or, advertise online 
on the beijingkids’ or The Beijinger’s classifieds. Roundabout Charity 
Store and Freecycle Beijing are good places to pass on your large 
items as well.

Otherwise, you can actually hire one of the locals to take it off 
your hands and onto the back of their bikes. They’ll even pay you 
for your old appliances and furniture. To go about this, ask around 
your compound for a man with a bike trailer. They can also move 
furniture for you. This will cost you, but you can negotiate a fair price. 
Alternatively, find out whether your ayi needs, or knows someone who 
needs, some furniture. Michael Connors 

RESOURCES

beijingkids Classifieds
www.beijing-kids.com/classifieds

the Beijinger Classifieds
www.thebeijinger.com/classifieds

Roundabout Charity Distribution Store
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. Opposite the East Gate of the International 
School of Beijing, 10 Anhua Jie, Shunyi District (137 1801 1124 English, 
137 1805 3814 Chinese only) www.roundaboutchina.com 顺义区北

京顺义国际学校东门的对面，安华街10号

Freecycle Beijing Yahoo Group
www.freecycle.org
groups.yahoo.com/group/FreecycleBeijing/
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IT WAS AN EMOTIONALLY 
HARROWING EXPERIENCE, 
BUT ... IT WAS WORTH IT

The key to moving a pet to the EU is to start at least four to six months 
before your pet's departure date. With her departure planned for 
December 2010, Levert contacted ICVS in May (seven months prior 
to departure) and attended an ICVS “Departing from China with Pets” 
awareness session. For Pompom, who was born in France, the process 
was slightly easier than for Peanuts, a Chinese stray found on the street. 
Pompom already had a European passport, a Chinese red vaccination 
book, a microchip and an up-to-date rabies vaccination. This was not 
the case for Peanuts. After buying an EU-approved microchip from 
Globy Pet Relocation, Peanuts was implanted with the chip at ICVS. 
Then the cat needed a vaccination and an official red vaccination book. 
This was done more than six months prior to departure.

The next stage was preparing the antibody titer testing for both cats. 
There are no EU-authorized labs in China, so the day after the blood was 
taken Levert flew to an EU-authorized lab in France. ICVS clinic gave 
her two samples per cat. She carried the well-packaged samples (with 
ice and insulation) through various 
airports without any complications. 
Along with the lab results, the lab 
in France gave them a veterinary 
certificate for domestic dogs and 
cats entering the EU – to be filled 
in by a Chinese vet at Guan Shang 
Animal Hospital.

After receiving the results of 
the titre test by snail mail and 
email (a back-up was also sent to 
ICVS), Levert began the Chinese  
exit process. She took the cats to 
the Guan Shang Animal Hospital  
within seven days of their departure  
for a health exam. She also had them stamp and update the EU CE 
998/2003 form. Then she received exit permits for both cats. 

Levert discovered each airline had their own policy that differed 
on carrier size, weight, and number of pets allowed in the cabin. She 
finally selected Lufthansa as they allowed her and her husband to fly 
with two cats in the cabin, in accordance with one pet per passport. 
Lufthansa needs to know the precise size of the pet carrier and at the 
time, accepted up to 7kg (carrier included) on board – they will check 
the weight and size on the day of the departure. 

Upon arrival at the Frankfurt Airport, the EU CE 998/2003 form was 
the only document checked by customs. A month after arrival in the 
EU, Peanuts’ microchip was entered into the French database.

Tips: If your pet is unaccustomed to traveling, ask your vet about 
sedation options (which should never be done without permission 
from a licensed veterinarian) or try natural medicines to help your pet. 
ICVS can provide a homeopathic calming remedy called Serene UM, 
which is taken three days prior to traveling and can keep pets calm 
during travel. Levert also recommends contacting ICVS, whose kind 
and professional assistance helped ease the process.

Huali (left) with her new Australian boyfriend Wally.
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Live It Before You Leave It 
10 things you must do before you say goodbye to Beijing

by Michael Connors 

Y
ou don't want to leave Beijing regretting not having lived it 
up. You've probably done all the big hits by now, so we've 
concentrated our must-see list on some lesser-known activities 
designed to take your family down narrow hutongs and into 

the heart of Beijing. 

make and fly a kite
In some parts of the world, telling someone to go fly a kite is insulting. 
In China, it just sounds like a good idea. You and your family can 
make your own kites - the China Cultural Centre (CCC) offers a class 
about once a month - and afterwards, head to nearby Chaoyang or 
Si’de Park to fly your new creations. Plus, these kites will make great 
souvenirs for your kids’ rooms.

China Culture Center
Kent Center, 29 Anjialou, Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District (6432 
9341) www.chinaculturecenter.org 
朝阳区亮马桥路29号安家楼肯特中心
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family cooking class
Knowing your way around a wok can only broaden your culinary 
horizons. It may also give you ideas on how to spice up your own 
home cooking. Plus, cooking classes are a great family activity. The 
Hutong offers a slew of regional-Chinese cooking classes, as well as 
market tours. 

The Hutong 
1 Jiudaowan Zhongxiang Hutong (southeast of Beixinqiao subway 
station), Dongcheng District (6404 3355) www.thehutong.com 
东城区九道湾中巷胡同1号(北新桥地铁站东南边）

do kung fu
Imagine your whole family dressed up as kung fu legends - this 
can be a reality. Various schools offer kung fu courses that can be 
tailored to your skill level, from black belt to little tiny belts. Try 
Jinghua Wushu Association, run by kung fu master Liu Xiaoyun and 
his experienced team. Classes are available at various international 
schools and clubhouses for both children and adults.

Jinghua Wushu Association
Beijing Riviera: Mon 4.30-5.30pm (ages 4-7), Wed 5-6 pm (ages  
4-7). Kempinski Pulse Club: Thu 5-6.30pm (ages 7-9), Sat 3-4.30pm 
(ages 7-9), Sat 4.30-6pm (ages 7-9), Sun 4-5.30pm (ages 4-6). 
Adult classes and private lessons also available. RMB 700/ten classes. 
(135 2228 3751 English/French, 131 4107 2677 English/Chinese)  
www.jinghuawushu.com

dine at the top of the town
Make one last romantic memory with a dinner to remember at one 
of Beijing's high-end, high-up restaurants. Grill 79 is Beijing's highest 
eatery at the near-top of the World Trade Centre. Known for  
excellent-but-simple steaks and seafood, there is more than just 
novelty to this glitzy restaurant. Not far away is the China Grill at the 
top of Yintai Centre, which offers elegant takes on traditional Chinese 
dishes and serious cuts of beef. If dining at China Grill, we recommend 
Mom and Dad hire a babysitter and head over to China Bar (located 
on the same floor as China Grill) for post-dinner cocktails with a view. 
Alternatively, go a few floors down to Xiu for a nightcap out on what 
is arguably the best inner-city patio in Beijing. 

China Bar
Sun-Thu 5pm-1am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2am. 65/F, Park Hyatt, 2  
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (8567 1838/40) 
朝阳区建国门外大街2号柏悦酒店65层

China Grill
Daily 6-10.30am, 11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 66/F, Park Hyatt 
Beijing, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (8567 1234) 
朝阳区建国门外大街2号柏悦酒店66层

Grill 79
Mon-Thu and Sun noon-2am; Fri-Sat noon-4am. 79/F, China World 
Summit Wing, China World Trade Center Phase 3, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District (6505 2299 ext 6424) 
朝阳区朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸大酒店79楼

Xiu 
Sun-Wed 6pm-2am, Thu-Sat 6pm-3am. 6/F, Park Life (entrance across 
from the Park Hyatt hotel lobby), Yintai Center, 2 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District (8567 1108) 
朝阳区建国门外大街2号柏悦酒店6层银泰中心悦生活6层

eat weird street food
If someone back home asks if you ate any 
of weird street food in Beijing, you should 
be able to say, “But of course!” Head to  
Wangfujing Snack Street to sample deep-fried, 
well, anything: starfish, beetles, scorpions, 
centipedes, testicles. Dare to try at least two 
morsels, then tell everyone back home about 
the weird foods you didn't try – showing them 
you still have some standards. The night  
market also makes for some amazing  
photo-album-worthy family snaps.

Wangfujing 王府井

Daily 10am-10pm. 277 Wangfujing Dajie, 
Dongcheng District 
东城区王府井大街277号

Grill 79 serves up an amazing view

Kung fu master Liu Xiaoyun
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KTV superstardom
It's time to bust out your best rendition of “Don't Stop Believing” with 
your kids doing backup vocals. KTV might not sound like a family  
affair, but trust us when we say that it is seriously fun for all ages and 
will give you something to laugh about for years to come. If you're 
going to do karaoke, it's best to do it right. Wain Wain in CBD offers 
sleek private rooms, a 35-story view, and perhaps the best selection 
of English songs in Beijing. Booking an afternoon or early evening 
session will help you avoid the too-cool-for-school twenty-somethings 
and cashed-up businessmen - it’s cheaper, too!  

Wain Wain 和饮轮饮

Daily 11am-2.30am. Rm 3512, Bldg A, Soho New Town, 88 Jianguo 
Lu, Chaoyang District (8589 4383) 
朝阳区建国路88号Soho现代城A座3512室 

english corner at renmin university
Locals who have a thirst for English conversation head to the open-air 
English Corner at Renmin University. This is a great opportunity for 
your kids to ask locals questions about life in China, or simply try an 
informal language exchange session.

Fridays 7-10pm. In a garden inside the east gate of Renmin University 
(Haidian District) 人民大学东门花园 (海淀区)

children of the revolution
Relive the idealism and kitsch of the height of the communist era by 
visiting the Mausoleum of Mao Zedong. Follow this up with dinner 
at the Red Capital Club – a restaurant that “wraps yourself in the 
dream of the 1950s.” The dining experience will resemble that of a 
Communist Party banquet, with ornately carved vegetables alongside 
some of Mao’s favorite dishes.

Red Capital Club 新红资俱乐部

Daily 6pm-midnight. 66 Dongsi Jiutiao, Dongcheng District (6402 7150) 
www.redcapitalclub.com.cn 东城区东四九条66号   

take a bike tour to the great wall
Everything looks better from the seat of a bike. Visit the Great Wall 
and other Beijing-area attractions with an organized bike tour. Bike 
Beijing is a well-known club that offers a variety of trips – from  
family-friendly two town tours to serious seven-day adventures. 

Bike Beijing 康多 
Trips to the Great Wall start at RMB 950 (adult) and RMB 600 (child). 
34 Donghuangchenggen Nanjie, Dongcheng District (133 8140 0738) 
www.bikebeijing.com 
东城区东皇城根南街34

Car Complex   
Be warned: The toughest thing in Beijing to make a clean break from 
will be your car, especially since the new license lottery has taken  
effect. Nowadays, person-to-person sales can only take place when 
the buyer already has a car permit. Don’t let this discourage you 
though. It’s worth trying to find someone for a person-to-person 
sale, as you will have a better chance of selling your car for the price 
you want. Put your car on the market as soon as possible. You can 
advertise the sale on the Beijinger and beijingkids classifieds.

Another alternative is going through a used car dealership. Huaxiang 
Used Car Market is Beijing's largest used car market with over 300 
dealers and over 3,000 cars on any given day. Places like this are 
both good and bad; you will probably sell your car, but you’ll have 
to negotiate like crazy and in the end, will probably end up selling at 
a less than desirable price. If you do end up at a used car lot, bring 
a translator and don’t give off the impression that you’re desperate 
to sell. Michael Connors 

RESOURCES

Huaxiang Used Car Market 花乡二手车交易市场

111B, Nansihuan Zhonglu, Fengtai District (135 2050 6800) 
丰台区南四环中路B区111

the Beijinger Classifieds
www.thebeijinger.com/classifieds

beijingkids Classifieds
www.beijing-kids.com/classifieds
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hutong home-stay
No stay in Beijing is complete without experiencing life in a traditional  
Chinese hutong. Templeside Delux Hutong House Hotel is quaint,  
charming and centrally located. Sip tea in the courtyard or rent a bike 
and explore the surrounding hutongs. 

Templeside Deluxe Hutong House Hotel
2 Baitaxiang, Zhaodengyu Lu, Xicheng District (6617 2571)
西城区赵登禹路白塔巷2号
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“C
hinese is easy to forget, and hard to learn,” jokes Julia 
Huang, a teacher at Mandarin Express in Shunyi. Many 
foreigners who move to Beijing consider the daunting 
task of learning the language - and a good number of 

them commit to hours of studying. Sadly, all of those language-acquir-
ing efforts are often worth nought once you’ve spent six months away 
from China. But after finally getting those tones down, who wants their 
language skills to go to waste? 

Angela Snowball and her family studied Mandarin for three years 
while they lived in Beijing. After moving back to their native Australia 
six months ago, they’ve discovered just how challenging it is to keep 
it up.

“I guess that was to be expected when we’re not immersed in it 
anymore” says Snowball. “I took my eldest son (aged 4) to a Saturday 
morning Chinese school when we first returned, but that has come to 
a crashing halt since the new baby was born.”

Still, Snowball does her best to maintain her Mandarin. She has a 
Chinese student who comes to her house twice a week to look after 
her kids. They all try and switch to Chinese while the student is there, 
but it is hard. While their comprehension is good, Snowball’s boys are 
starting to forget some of their vocabulary. 

While living in China, fellow Australian expat and ex-Beijinger Sonia 
Cahill put her 7-year-old daughter in a bilingual school for over two 
years, while her 4-year-old was in a Chinese kindergarten for two years. 
Before leaving Beijing, Cahill bought a stack of Mandarin resources from 
Xinhua Bookstore in The Place to keep her children connected to the 

Maintaining Your Mandarin
Keeping the language alive after leaving China    

by Jennifer Bushman

language back in their home country. Her efforts seem to have worked, 
“The kids read these books quite often,” says Cahill.

Ever determined, Cahill researched a number of options in Australia to 
keep the Chinese language alive for all of them, especially her children. 
In addition to staying in contact with their ayi from Beijing by Skype and 
email, she has also looked at getting a Chinese-speaking babysitter.

Cahill also considered a Saturday Chinese class for her 7-year-old, 
but decided against it. The class was very intense, with a heavy focus 
on homework and Cahill believed it would be too much pressure for 
her daughter. 

It is generally harder for adults to keep up a second language. 
“I’ve failed miserably at continuing Mandarin so far!” admits Cahill. 
“I’ve adopted the approach that I’m happy to retain an interest in the 
language and culture, rather than progressing with the vocabulary and 
adding unnecessary pressure.” 

Leaving China is a daunting experience. You need to strike a balance 
between holding onto the culture and language you tried so hard to  
immerse your family in, and adapting to your new location. “We’re 
still suffering the side effects of transition,” says Cahill. It’s okay to put 
Chinese on the backburner for a while, as you settle into your new 
home. 

While maintaining your language skills is important, it should also 
be fun. “Don’t push the kids, or yourself,” says Huang. “Parents need to 
find fun things to do to make the whole family want to maintain their 
Chinese.” That way, learning Mandarin won’t seem so hard to learn, and 
forgetting it won’t be so easy. 

RESOURCES

Nciku.com
An online dictionary that allows you to draw 
characters to find their meaning - great if you 
don’t know traditional stroke order or pinyin. 
Provides lots of real-life examples of how to 
use words in sentences.  
 
Chinesecharacterflashcards.com
A simple, easy to use program that is  
guaranteed to keep all of the characters you’ve 
learned cemented into your brain. 

Mandarinakids.com
Sells DVDs and toys designed by a mom who 
is raising her kids to be trilingual (English, 
German and Mandarin). The products and 
recommendations are best for parents with 
babies or toddlers. 

Xinhua Bookstore 新华书店

B/1 The Place, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶B1楼 

teacher huang’s top 10 tips: 
1. While in Beijing, the whole family should learn Chinese. That way, when the time 
comes to move, you’ll have someone to practice with. It’s also helpful to stay in  
contact with your friends from China, not just to stay connected but also to practice 
the language.

2. Have a Chinese day when you only speak Chinese. Members of the family who make 
it through the whole day can win a prize or get a reward. 

3. Get your kids to act out plays in Chinese. This will help with their vocabulary and it 
will help you with your Chinese listening skills.

4. Kids love to play “pretend.” Get them to be the Chinese teacher and you can be 
the student. 

5. Buy fun, interesting and interactive videos that teach Chinese.   

6. Learn and play traditional Chinese games like mahjong or Chinese chess. 

7. When in your next country, enroll your children in a Chinese language school or 
research which schools offer Chinese as part of their curriculum.

8. After you leave China, keep the culture alive by visiting Chinese markets and 
restaurants in your next country. You can even impress the fuwuyuan by ordering in 
Chinese.

9. Get a Chinese nanny or babysitter at least one day a week.

10. Plan holidays and return trips to China to touchbase with old friends and reacquaint 
yourselves with the language. 

Ms. Huang writes it like it is

Mandarin Express helps both adults and children master the language
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Family Dining
African
Pinotage Probably the only South Afri-
can restaurant in town, this restaurant is 
located in the Lane Bridge Compound on 
the northeast Fifth Ring Road and offers 
distinctive dishes like Cape Malay bobotie (a 
type of casserole made from meat and rice) 
and South African wines. Lane Bridge Villa 
Compound, Laiguangying Donglu (Take the 
Airport expressway and exit at the fourth 
exit at Beigao. At the first traffic lights turn 
left, and carry onto the next traffic lights 
where you turn right into the complex. The 
restaurant is situated across the bridge in the 
Clubhouse), Chaoyang District. (6430 7010, 
136 1120 7396, amber@pinotage.me)  朝阳
区来广营东路９号  

American
American Steak & Eggs Affordable meals, 
from classic American diner breakfasts to 
fancier dinner specials. They have a kids’ 
menu, books, toys and patience. Daily 7am-
midnight. Xiushui Nanjie, Jianguomenwai 
(directly north of the Friendship Store, one 
traffic light west of Silk Market), Chaoyang 
District. (6592 8088/8788) www.steakeggs.
com.cn 喜来中北美西餐, 朝阳区建国门外秀水
南街(友谊商店北面, 秀水西边第一个红绿灯)  

Blue Frog Daily 10am-2am. S4-30, 3/F, 
Bldg 4, Sanlitun Village South, 19 San-
litun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6417 4030, 
eva@bluefrog.com.cn) www.bluefrog.com.cn 
蓝蛙, 朝阳区三里屯北路19号三里屯Village南区
4号楼3层S4-30  

Chef Too No kids menu but they’ll love the 
penne meatballs. With a little help from mom 
and dad, kids can share one of Chef Too’s 
famous steaks with a side of mash. If you’re 
happy for them to get their hands messy, try 
the BBQ ribs. Sunday Brunch (RMB 68-98, 
served until 3pm, try the poached eggs with 
a side of spinach and mushrooms, pancakes, 
huevos rancheros and more) is where the real 
kid-friendliness kicks in, though. For dinner 
kids will love the bruschetta or any of their 
yummy pasta options. All staff speak good 
English; providing they’re not super busy, 
they are very attentive. Indoor seating with 
some booth-style seats as well as the stand-
ard table and chair setup. Voted “Outstanding 
American,” “Outstanding Brunch,” “Out-
standing Steak,” “Outstanding Burger” and 
“Outstanding Chef (William Bolton)” in the 
Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
Tue-Fri 11am-2pm, Sat-Sun 9.30am-3pm, 
Tue-Sat 5.30-10pm. Opposite of West gate 
( the 3rd gate) of Chaoyang Park, Chaoyang 
District. (6591 8676, chefbilly@yahoo.com) 
美西西餐厅, 朝阳区朝阳公园西门（3号门）
对面  

Element Fresh This sunny Shanghai import 
showcases a healthier side of American 
food, with elaborate salads, smoothies and 
sandwiches. Popular weekend brunch menu. 
Voted “Best American,” “Best Non-Hotel 
Brunch,” “Outstanding Family-Friendly” and 
“Best Sandwiches” in the Beijinger’s 2010 
Restaurant Awards. 1) Mon-Fri 10am-11pm, 
Sat-Sun 7am-11pm. S8-33, Bldg 8, Sanlitun 
Village South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6417 1318); 2) Daily 10am-11pm. 6 
Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. (6433 5058) 
www.elementfresh.com 新元素, 1) 朝阳区三
里屯路19号三里屯Village南区8号楼S8-33; 2) 朝
阳区将太路6号  

Fatburger This famous American diner offers 
premium Australian lean beef burgers freshly 
grinded daily and cooked to order the way 
you like it. Juicy burgers comes in singles, 
doubles or triples accompanied by skinny 
fries, fat fries or homemade onion rings and 
hot wings, hot dogs, and imported ice cream 
shakes all set amidst a warm and comfortable 
ambience of 80’s music playing in the back-
ground. Daily 11am-9pm. 1-LB01 The Grand 
Summit, Liangmaqiao Diplomatic Compound 

(in the same building as Tavola and Star-
bucks, across the street and 300 m north of 
the Kempinski Hotel’s main entrance), 19 East 
Dongfang Lu, Chaoyang District. (8532 1878, 
leelee@fatgburgerlover.com, jwu@fatburger.
com) www.fatburger.com 朝阳区东方东路19号
亮马桥外交公寓1号楼会所1层1号铺  

Fuel Daily 11am-late. 1/F, Langham Place, 
1 Er Jing Lu, Beijing Capital International 
Airport (southwest of Terminal 3), Chaoyang 
District. (6457 5555) http://beijingairport.
langhamplacehotels.com 朝阳区首都机场二经
路1号朗豪酒店(T3航站楼西南)  

Grill 79 Mon-Thu & Sun noon-2am; Fri-Sat 
noon-4am. 79/F, China World Summit Wing, 
China World Trade Center Phase 3, 1 Jian-
guomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6505 
2299 ext 6424) http://www.shangri-la.com/
en/property/beijing/chinaworldsummitwing/
dining/restaurant/grill79 朝阳区建国门外大街
1号国贸大酒店79楼  

Let’s Burger Daily 11.30am-midnight. 
D101A, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Beijie, 
Chaoyang District. (5208 6036) 朝阳区三里屯
北街81号那里花园D101a  

Nola Sip on wine and eat Cajun dishes in-
cluding boudin balls, po-boys and gumbo at 
this bar and eatery near Xuishui Jie. Mon-Fri 
8am-11pm, Sat-Sun 10.30am-11pm. 11A 
Xiushui Nanjie, Chaoyang District. (8563 
6215, nolacafe@hotmail.com) 朝阳区秀水
南街11号  

Peter’s Tex-Mex Grill 1) Daily 7.30am-
11.30pm. Hairun International Apartment, 2B 
Jiangtai Lu (southeast of Holiday Inn Lido), 
Chaoyang District. (5135  8187, 8627 3734); 
2) Mon-Fri 9.30am-11pm, Sat-Sun 7.30am-
11.30pm. 88A International Club, 21 Jian-
guomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8532 
2449) 彼德西餐, 1) 朝阳区将台路乙2号海润国
际公寓公建2号（丽都假日酒店东南边）; 2) 朝
阳区建国门外大街21号国际俱乐部88A  

The Kro’s Nest Mon-Thu 10am-midnight, 
Fri-Sun 10-1am. 35 Xiaoyun Lu (opposite 
Renaissance Beijing Chaoyang Hotel, next 
to Kou Fu Ju restaurant), Chaoyang District. 
(8391 3131) 乌巢, 朝阳区霄云路35号(国航大
厦万丽酒店对面, 口福居旁)  

Tim’s Texas Bar-B-Q Little cowboys and 
cowgirls can chow down on hearty portions 
of carnivore fare, all served in a restaurant 
packed with authentic high-plains kitsch 
flown in from the Lonestar State. Daily 9am-
midnight. 14 Dongdaqiao Lu (on the corner 
of Guanghua Lu), Chaoyang District. (6591 
9161) www.timsbarbq.com Tim’s 熏烤房, 朝
阳区东大桥路14号贵友大厦正北200米  

Bakeries, Delis & Desserts
Awfully Chocolate Scrumptious chocolate 
cakes are to die for – rich in taste yet moist 
and light. Three flavors: original (RMB 138-
276), banana (RMB 168-336) and rum and 
cherry (RMB 178-356). 1) Daily 10am-10pm. 
Rm 05A Bldg 1, Raffles City, Dongcheng Dis-
trict. (8409 8452, beijing@awfullychocolate.
com.cn); 2) Daily 9am-9.30pm. Bldg 2, 
Carrefour Shopping Center, Zhongguan-
cun Plaza, Haidian District. (5172 2511, 
beijing@awfullychocolate.com.cn); 3) Daily 
10am-9pm. Rm 108, Bldg 2, Wanda Plaza, 93 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (5820 5826, 
beijing@awfullychocolate.com.cn) www.aw-
fullychocolate.com.cn 1) 东城区东直门来福士
广场B1-05a (Raffles City); 2) 海淀区中关村家
乐福购物中心B2楼(肯德基旁); 3) 朝阳区建国
路93号万达广场2号楼108  

CCSweets Artisanal cupcakes, 
cakes, cookies.CC is an artist, jewelry 
designer,chocolatier & cakedesigner. She uses 
only the best gourmet, imported ingredients 
to make her cupcakes, cakes and cookies. 
CC Sweets also custom designs cupcakes, 
cakesand wedding cakes to order. Try their 
Crazy forChocolate Six-Pack, containing six-
varieties of chocolate cupcakes. Check their 
website for details and rotating flavors. Daily 
10am-8pm. Unit 109, Bldg 11, Central Park, 

6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6533 6973, cchow68@gmail.com) www.
ccsweets.cn 喜喜饼房, 朝阳区朝阳门外大街
6号新城国际11号楼109号  

Colibri Cafe Nestled in the trendy entertain-
ment destination alongside creative labels 
and high end boutiques, this Café offers more 
than 20 flavors of cupcakes (RMB 23), all 
handcrafted with fine ingredients and topped 
with soft butter cream, designed by award-
winning San Francisco-based studio Eight 
Inc, who embodies the vibrant spirit of the 
Hummingbird to Colibri. Sandwiches and cof-
fee would complement the colorful spread of 
mid-day snack. 10am-10pm. LG51, Sanlitun 
Village North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6417 0808)  蜂鸟, 朝阳区三里屯路11号
三里屯Village北区地下1层  

Pie House Despite what a generations of 
people raised by cartoons might believe, the 
proper destination for a banana cream pie is 
not in your opponent’s face. The divine vanilla 
custard from Pie House deserves to be in no 
one’s face but your own. Born of American 
pie enthusiast Mark Huetsch’s inability to 
bear a pie-less lifestyle in Beijing, Pie House 
delivers rich, heavenly pastry free within the 
Fourth Ring Road or to Wudaokou. Their pie 
lineup including pumpkin, French cream, 
key lime, and blueberry (RMB 149-249), and 
extends to mousses and tartlets. Delivered 
to your door on time, still warm and full of 
gooey fruit filling, these pies could solve a 
domestic dispute. Daily 9am-9pm. Delivery 
only, order five hours in advance. Daily 9am-
9pm.  (5166 4464) http://www.piehouse.
com.cn 派悦坊  

The Lollipop Bakery UK Cupcake connois-
seur bakes her sweet creations and deliv-
ers by the dozen. Choose from chocolate, 
vanilla and other flavors. Custom cakes 
upon request. Also available at Crepanini, 
Fisheye Café, and Secrets From Africa. Re-
serve 24 hrs in advance. also available at 
Crepanini, Fisheye Café, and Secrets From 
Africa, Chaoyang District. (135 5277 2683, 
cupcakes@lollipopbakery.cn) www.lollipop-
bakery.cn 朝阳区可百尼尼，鱼眼咖啡和亦有售  

The Swiss Deli The Swissotel’s bakery 
and deli is a popular stop for Dongsishitiao 
commuters and offers an extensive range 
of cakes, bakery items, freshly prepared 
sandwiches and salads, homemade Swiss 
chocolate, as well as with a full range of 
beverages and delicious coffee. Great for 
a quick takeaway breakfast or snack. Daily 
7am-10pm. 1/F Swissotel, 2 Chaoyangmen 
Bei Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6553 2288 
ext. 2127, publicrelation.beijing@swissotel.
com) www.swissotel.com/beijing 东城区潮阳
门北大街2号  

Buffets
Bubbalicious Brunch Sunday 11.30am-
3pm. 2/F Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dong-
sanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8888 
ext 8102) 朝阳区东三环北路7号金茂北京威斯
汀大饭店  

InspiRED Brunch Sunday 11am-3pm. 1/F 
Westin Beijing Financial Street, 9B Jinrong 
Jie,  Xicheng District. (6629 7810) 西城区金
融街乙9号  

The Orchard An institution among residents 
of residents of out-of-town expat hideout 
Shunyi, The Orchard comes highly recom-
mended for its affordable menu of western 
food and emphasis on organic produce, with 
ample provision for little ones making it an 
ideal spot for family dining. The restaurant’s 
remoteness from the city center lends it 
added appeal as a retreat from the rough 
and tumble of urban life (although the sur-
rounding village of Hegezhuang, which is also 
home to Green T. Living and the Yin Yang 
Community Center, is quickly gentrifying), 
but does make transportation something of 
a headache – finding a taxi back into town 
can be a challenge, so come equipped with a 
plan. The well-known Sunday brunch (11am-

3pm) is RMB 180 a person. Children can relax 
with a video and enjoy the cushy chairs in the 
kids’ room, or head outside for a stroll around 
the lake with mom and dad. Daily noon-3pm, 
6-9pm. From Jingshun Lu, turn left (west) 
at Shunbai Lu Intersection, (turn at the 
driveway just west of the Hegezhuang Village 
Sign), Shunyi District. (6433 6270) 果园, 顺
义区崔各庄乡何各庄村(过何各庄村路标往南转)  

Seasonal Tastes Lively, cool, clean and 
fresh, this buffet restaurant comes with inter-
active cooking stations and healthful “super 
foods” corners that help jump start your day. 
On Sundays from 11.30am-3pm, Seasonal 
Tastes hosts “Bubbalicious,” the highlights of 
which include a shellfish bar, luscious sushi 
and sashimi, Indian curries and a fresh pasta 
bar. There’s a fry-up counter for Brits abroad, 
and dim sum for Cantonese exiles. Perhaps 
best of all are the fresh ice creams and vast 
selection of desserts of all shapes and sizes, 
arranged like a candy store. Best of all for 
RMB 328 rmb + 15% service charge including 
soft drinks, juices, coffee and tea, RMB 368 
+ 15% service charge including soft drinks, 
juices, coffee, tea, beer and wine, or RMB 
398 + 15% service charge including soft 
drinks, juices, coffee, tea, beer, wine and 
Moet & Chandon Champagne. Readers voted 
Bubbalicious at Taste as the co-winner of 
“Best Hotel Brunch” in the Beijinger’s  2010 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 6.30-10.30am, 
11.30am-3pm, 5.30-11pm. 2f, Westin Beijing 
Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5922 8880) 朝阳区东三环北路7号金
茂北京威斯汀大饭店  

Senses The kids will marvel at the open 
plan kitchen and live cooking stations where 
your food is prepared before your very eyes. 
The unique combination of international and 
Asian style cuisine makes this place a popular 
venue for a family meal. Breakfast buffet is 
RMB 208 (plus 15% service charge), lunch 
is RMB 228 (plus 15% service charge) and 
dinner is RMB 328 (no service charge). Co-
winner of “Best Brunch” for its Bubbly Sunday 
brunch in the Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restau-
rant Awards. Daily 6.30-10.30am, 11.30am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10pm.. 1/F, The Westin Beijing, 
9B Jinrong Jie, Xicheng District. (6629 7810; 
6606 8866 ext 7810) http://www.starwood-
hotels.com/westin/property/dining/index.
html?propertyID=1704 味, 西城区金融大街乙
9号北京金融街威斯汀大酒店1层  

VIC Sofitel’s VIC (standing for “Voyage 
of International Cuisine”) offers virtually 
round-the-clock buffet dining; think of it as 
the ultimate midnight snack. The spread 
covers all the expected bases – Cantonese, 
Japanese sushi, French cheeses, Italian cold 
cuts and an Indian curry station. lunch buf-
fets cost RMB 198 and dinner buffets are 
RMB 268 (both plus 15% service charge) 
from Mon-Sat, while the Magnifique Sunday 
Brunch goes for RMB 298 per person (plus 
15% service charge, with free flow of fresh 
juices, French wine, international beer and 
soft drinks), or RMB 398 per person (with 
15% service charge, with a free flow of Per-
rier-Jouët Champagne). Bring the kids along 
for games, toys, bouncy castle, ball pool, Wii 
animation game, DVD corner and special ac-
tivities under the supervision of the in-house 
nanny. Daily 12am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 
6/F, Sofitel Beijing, Bldg C, Wanda Plaza, 93 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (8599 6666, 
vic@sofitelwandabj.com)  VIC国际美食, 朝阳
区建国路93号万达广场C座索菲特酒店6层  

Cafes & Sandwiches
Mrs Shanen’s Bagels This Shunyi staple 
run by a Chinese-American native of Brook-
lyn, New York offers Beijing’s best bagels (in 
a variety of flavors, including jalepeno ched-
dar, sesame and cinnamon raisin), as well as 
burgers, sandwiches(served on a choice of 
pita, ciabatta or bagels) salads, artisan pizza, 
cheeses, breads, cakes, cookies, ice cream 
and an extensive breakfast menu. Produce 
and other organic products from the owner’s 
other venue Green Cow Farm are also availa-

ble. The venue also includes a large children’s 
playroom is equipped with toys, kid-sized 
chairs and tables and an entire Chinese kitch-
en in miniature. Sun-Thu 7.30am-8pm, Fri-Sat 
7.30am-8.30pm. 5 Kaifa Jie, Xibaixinzhuang 
(next to Capital Paradise), Shunyi District. 
(8046 4301) 单太太贝谷面包房, 顺义区西白辛
庄开发街5号 (紧邻名都园)  

Nasca Cafe 1) Daily 8.30am-10pm. 109 
Chateau Edinburgh Apartment Building, 1 
Baijiazhuang Lu, Chaoyang District. (5967 
0966, infor@nascacafe.com); 2) 10am-
11pm. F/1, Great Hyatte Int’l Apt, 38 Za-
oyingbeili, Chaoyang District. (6592 4537, 
infor@nascacafe.com) http://www.nascacafe.
com/ 纳斯卡咖啡, 1) 朝阳区白家庄路1号富丽
爱丁堡公馆底商109号; 2) 朝阳区枣营北里38号
海悦名门公寓1层  

Panino Teca This casual-chic cafe bakes 
its own bread daily on the premises for an 
exhaustive variety of sandwiches. Outdoor 
seating is available, but even if you don’t nab 
a spot, the light streaming through the floor-
to-ceiling windows means that wherever you 
sit, you’ll be in the sun. Delivery available. 
Voted “Outstanding Sandwiches” in the Bei-
jinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. 1) 
Daily 8.30am-midnight. S2-11, Bldg 2, Sanli-
tun Village South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6416 1416, paninoteca@yahoo.
com.cn); 2) Daily 8am-11pm. 1 Sanlitun 
Beixiaojie, Chaoyang District. (8454 1797, 
paninoteca@yahoo.com.cn) 品味店, 1) 朝阳
区三里屯路19号三里屯Village南区2号楼S2-11; 
2) 朝阳区三里屯北小街1号  

Central & South American
Alameda As the three-time TBJ “Restaurant 
of the Year,” this Sanlitun restaurant contin-
ues to dazzle with market fresh menus and 
innovative, modern Euro-Brazilian cuisine. Set 
menus for lunch and dinner. Traditional Brazil-
ian dishes making gratifying appearances 
include the black bean and smoked meat 
stew – feijoada – served every Saturday. 
Voted “Best Business Lunch” in the Beijinger’s 
2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily noon-
3pm, 6-10.30pm. Sanlitun Beijie (beside the 
Nali Mall), Chaoyang District. (6417 8084, 
alameda_beijing@yahoo.com) 朝阳区三里
屯北街  

The Mexican Kitchen Mexican food for 
Beijing’s gringos. The small ones will be 
kept happy with the tasty treats on the kids’ 
menu. The restaurant provides a convenient 
baby-changing table in its bathroom, and is 
also happy to host your kid’s next birthday 
party. Daily 10.30am-9.30pm. 705 Pinnacle 
Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Development 
Zone, Shunyi District. (8046 4558/59, cater
ing@globalcuisinebeijing.com) http://www.
globalcuisinebeijing.com/mexicankitchen 墨西
哥厨房, 顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场705号  

Chinese
Ba Guo Bu Yi Chengdu import serves au-
thentic Sichuan cuisine. Classy, understated 
decor looks like a Chinese inn movie set. 1) 
Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5-9.30pm. 68 Xizhimen 
Nanxiaojie, Xicheng District. (6615 2230); 2) 
Daily 11am-2pm, 5-9.30pm. Xinzhi Dasha, 28 
Fucheng Lu, Haidian District. (8819 0088); 3) 
Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5-9.30pm. 2/F, Nanhang 
Hotel, 10 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (6567 2188); 4) Daily 11am-2pm, 
5-9.30pm. 89-3 Di’anmen Dongdajie, 
Dongcheng District. (6400 8888) 巴国布衣, 
1) 西城区西直门南小街68号; 2) 海淀区阜成路
28号新知大厦; 3) 朝阳区东三环中路10号南航
酒店2层; 4) 东城区地安门东大街89-3号  

China Bar Sun-Thu 5pm-1am, Fri-Sat 5pm-
2am. 65/F, Park Hyatt, 2 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8567 1838/40) 朝
阳区建国门外大街2号柏悦酒店65层  

China Grill Daily 6-10.30am, 11.30am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 66/F, Park Hyatt 
Beijing, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (8567 1234) 北京亮, 朝阳区建国门外
大街2号柏悦酒店66层  

Da Dong Roast Duck Kids love getting 
their fingers dirty when crafting pancake 
after pancake of delicious duck at this Beijing 
favorite. Aside from the duck, they also have 
a large selection of homestyle standards.Won 
best “Beijing Duck” in 2008 tbj awards. Daily 
11am-10pm. 1) 5/F, Jinbao Dasha, Jinbao 
Jie, Dongcheng District. (8522 1234); 2) 
1-2/F, Nanxincang International Plaza, 22A 
Dongsishitiao, Dongcheng District. (5169 
0329); 3) 3 Tuanjiehu Beikou, Dongsanhuan 
Lu (southeast corner of Changhong Qiao), 
Chaoyang District. (6582 2892/4003) 北京大
董烤鸭店, 1) 东城区金宝街金宝大厦5层; 2) 
东城区东四十条甲22号南新仓国际大厦1~2楼(立
交桥西南角); 3) 朝阳区团结湖北口3号楼东三
环路(长虹桥东南角)  

Hai Di Lao 9am-10pm. 1)4/F Wangjing 
International Commercial Center, 9 Wangjing 
Jie, Chaoyang District; 2) A2 Baijiazhuang 
Lu, Sanlitun (west of Beijing No. 80 Middle 
School), Chaoyang District. (6595 0079/2982) 
1)朝阳区望京衔9号望京国际商业中心4楼; 2)白
家庄路甲二号第80中学西侧  

Jin Ding Xuan Dim sum fun for all. Let your 
kids guess the contents of the fresh, steam-
ing baskets that arrive at your table and 
reward correct guesses by letting them order 
the next round of treats. And if Junior’s still 
not sleeping through the night, don’t worry, 
the restaurant is open 24 hours. Readers 
voted it “Best Dim Sum” in the Beijinger’s 
2010 Restaurant Awards. 1) Daily 24hrs. 77 
Hepingli Xijie, Dongcheng District. (6429 
6888); 2) D122 B/1 Huamao Shopping 
Center, 87 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(40067 66111); 3) Daily 24hrs. 16 Pufang 
Lu, across from Carrefour, Fengtai District. 
(6761 7161); 4) Daily 24hrs. 1/F, Entrance 
B03, north corner of Jinyuan Shopping Mall, 1 
Yuanda Lu, Haidian District. (8887 1155); 5) 
Daily 24hrs. Yiyuan No.15, Anhuibeili, Yayun-
cun, Chaoyang District. (6497 8978); 6) Daily 
24hrs. 15 Tuanjiehu Nanlu, Chaoyang District. 
(8596 8881)  金鼎轩酒楼, 1) 东城区和平里
西街77号; 2) 朝阳区建国路87号华贸购物中心
B1楼D122号; 3) 丰台区方庄蒲芳路16号 (家乐
福对面); 4) 海淀区远大路1号金源时代购物中
心北侧1层B03入口; 5) 朝阳区亚运村安慧北里
逸园15号; 6) 朝阳区团结湖南路15号  

Xiao Wang Fu Chinese homestyle is comfort 
food for your family, and this bustling place 
is great to initiate the younger members 
of your crew into the tradition of delicious 
Beijing duck. The Ritan Park venue, which 
is swankier, is probably better for a mom 
and pop only night out. Voted “Outstanding 
Kung Pao Chicken” in the Beijinger’s 2010 
Reader Restaurant Awards. 1) Daily 11am-
2pm, 5-9.30pm. 2/F of Crown Plaza Hotel, 48 
Wangfujing Dajie, Dongcheng District. (5911 
9985/6); 2) Daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm. 
Inside the North Gate of Ritan Park, Ritan 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (8561 5985); 3) Daily 
11am-10.30pm. Bldg 2, Guanghua Lu Dongli, 
Chaoyang District. (6591 3255); 4) Daily 
5.30pm-1am. 15 Qianhai Beiyan, Xicheng 
District. (6617 5558)  小王府, 1) 东城区王府
井大街48号国际艺苑皇冠假日酒店二层; 2) 朝
阳区日坛路日坛公园北门内; 3) 朝阳区光华路
东里2号楼; 4) 西城区前海北沿15号  

Zen5es Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30. 4/F, 
the Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8880, fbreser-
vation.chaoyang@westin.com) www.westin.
com/chaoyang 朝阳区东三环北路7号金茂北京
威斯汀大饭店  

Cooking Lessons and 
Schools
The Hutong Set in an attractive courtyard, 
this is one of Beijing’s best informal cook-
ing schools with classes on everything from 
regional Chinese cuisine to pizza making 
and Pakistani curries. Also offers a variety 
of meetings, clubs and workshops focused 
on intercultural friendship and learning. 1 
Jiudaowan Zhongxiang Hutong (southeast of 
Beixinqiao subway station), Dongcheng Dis-
trict. (6404 3355; 159 0104 6127, info@the-

hutong.com) www.thehutong.com 东城区九道
湾中巷胡同1号(北新桥地铁站东南边）  

The Fig Tree 202, Bldg A, Chaowai Soho, 
Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (139 1056 
6742, info@thefigtree.cn) www.thefigtree.cn 
朝阳区朝外大街朝外Soho702室A座  

European
The Bookworm Bright, airy and filled 
with books. Offers light sandwiches, sal-
ads and pastas as well as heartier fare. 
Wine list features 40 options. 1) Mon-Sat 
8am-8pm,Sun 8am-5pm. The First Court-
yard, Hegezhuang Village, Shunyi District. 
(6431 2108, books@beijingbookworm.
com, kidsclub@beijingbookworm.
com); 2) Daily 9am-2am. Courtyard 4, 
Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6586 
9507, books@beijingbookworm.com, 
kidsclub@beijingbookworm.com) www.china-
bookworm.com 书虫书吧, 1) 顺义区崔各庄
乡，何各庄村一号院; 2) 朝阳区工体北路4号院  

Capital M Mon-Fri 11am-2.30pm, 6-
10.30pm, Sat-Sun 11.30am-5pm, 6-10.30pm 
(afternoon tea between 2.30-5pm). 3/F, 2 
Qianmen Pedestrian Street (southeast of 
Qianmen), Chongwen District. (6702 2727) 
www.capital-m-beijing.com 崇文区前门步行
街2号3层  

Mosto Daily noon-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 3/F, 
Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(5208 6030) www.mostobj.com 摸石头, 朝阳
区三里屯路81号那里花园3层  

The Orchard Daily noon-3pm, 6-9pm. From 
Jingshun Lu, turn left (west) at Shunbai Lu 
Intersection, (turn at the driveway just west 
of the Hegezhuang Village Sign), Shunyi Dis-
trict. (6433 6270) 果园, 顺义区崔各庄乡何各
庄村(过何各庄村路标往南转)  

SALT Mon-Sat noon-3pm, 6-10.30pm, Sun 
Brunch noon-4pm. 2/F, 9 Jiangtai Xilu (op-
posite the Japanese School, west of Rosedale 
Hotel), Chaoyang District. (6437 8457) www.
saltrestaurantbeijing.com 盐, 朝阳区将台西路
9号2层（珀丽酒店西边）  

Schoolhouse Canteen The Schoolhouse at 
Mutianyu Great Wall serves casual Western 
food and affords great views of the Great 
Wall from its outdoor terrace. The menu 
focuses on lite Italian fare and kid-friendly 
options, as well as homemade ice cream 
and desserts. Available for overnight stays, 
parties and events. On-site activities include 
glass blowing and art classes for kids. Mon-Fri 
9am-6pm, Sat-Sun 9am-8pm. 12 Mutianyu 
Village, Huairou District. (6162 6506/6287) 
www.schoolhousecanteen.com  小园, 怀柔区
慕田峪村12号  

Seasons Caters to Shunyi residents’ wide 
swath of tastes with a juice bar, dining room 
and a Chairman Mao-themed cigar lounge. 
Complimentary shuttle service available. Mon-
Thu 9.30am-9pm, Fri-Sun 9.30am-9.30pm. 
W-01, Sky Place, 38 Fuqian Yijie, Tianzhu, 
Shunyi District. (6450 8234)  时尚之味, 顺义
区天竺镇府前1街38号天韵广场W-01店  

Sureño Daily noon-3.30pm, 6-10.30pm. B1/
F, The Opposite House, Sanlitun Village, 11 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6410 5240) 
www.surenorestaurant.com 朝阳区三里屯路
11号三里屯Village瑜舍地下1层  

Vineyard Cafe This hutong cafe, specializing 
in comfort food and comfy couches, is both 
hip and sensible, and their hearty English 
breakfasts are excellent weekend brunch 
fare. Good pizza and excellent beer selection. 
Voted “Outstanding Non-Hotel Brunch” in the 
Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
Tue-Sun 11.30am-11.30pm. 31 Wudaoy-
ing Hutong (just north of the Confucius 
temple), Dongcheng District. (6402 7961, 
info@vineyardcafe.cn) www.vineyardcafe.cn 
葡萄院儿, 东城区五道营胡同31号  

French
Boucherie Michel Opened by a young 
French butcher of the old school, this arti-

sanal shop and restaurant has gained a wide 
following with its selection of high-grade beef, 
veal, lamb, and pork  (50-110 RMB per kg). 
Patrons also recommend the pates, sausages 
(including merguez) and Parisian-style hams. 
Freshly roasted chicken, quiches, frozen 
dishes such as coq au vin, as well as a range 
of well priced French wines are also for sale. 
The small French restaurant upstairs delivers 
the same meat, now cooked, in a cozy check-
ered-tablecloth setting or, in season, on the 
curbside patio. Daily 9am-8pm. 1/F, Jiezuo 
Dasha, Xingfucun Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 0489, boucheriemichel@hotmail.com) 
米歇尔肉店, 朝阳区幸福村中路杰座大厦底层  

Brasserie Flo Superb, if pricey, French 
cuisine (the chateaubriand, in particular, is 
outstanding, and the wine list is good). This 
restaurant also has a pleasant playroom for 
children, complete with toys, arts and crafts, 
and, on weekends, an ayi keeping things real. 
Voted “Outstanding French” in the Beijinger’s 
2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-
3pm, 5.30-11pm. Rainbow Plaza (Longbo 
Guangchang), 16 Dongsanhuan Beilu (south 
of the Great Wall Sheraton), Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6595 5135/9) www.flo.cn 北京福楼餐
厅, 朝阳区东三环北路16号隆博广场二层  

Cafe de la Poste Daily noon-2:30pm, 6pm-
12am. 58 Yonghegong Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. (6402 7047) www.cafedelaposte.net 
云游驿, 东城区雍和宫大街58号  

La Provence This French restaurant is one 
of the only ones of its kind in the greater 
Shunyi area. Offers a selection of wine and 
a French chef in the kitchen. 2/F Europlaza, 
99 Yuxiang Lu Tianzhu Town, Shunyi District. 
(8046 3536)  顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆
广场二层  

German
German Food Center The answer to all 
your sandwich needs can be found at this 
long-running Maizidian deli selling domestic 
and imported meats, sausages, bread, cof-
fee, cakes and other imported items. Daily 
9.30am-7pm. 105 Binduyuan Mansion, 15 
Zaoying Beili, Maizidian (800m east of Non-
gzhanguan Beilu), Chaoyang District. (6591 
9370) 德国食品店, 朝阳区麦子店枣营北里15号
宾都苑公寓105号(长城饭店南侧,农展馆北路往
东走800米路北)  

Paulaner Brauhaus This long-running res-
taurant is one of Beijing’s best choices for au-
thentic, if pricey, Bavarian-style German food 
(think sausages and sauerkraut). Located 
next to the Kempinski hotel, the venue fea-
tures a 429-square-meter beer garden that 
can seat up to 290 and its own microbrewery 
that brews Paulaner’s own beer (including 
light and dark wheat beers), with prices rang-
ing from RMB 46 for a small glass to RMB 114 
for steins. Schnapps, liquers, digestifs and 
aperitifs are also served and a la carte items 
include pork knuckle and hog roast served on 
traditional cast iron pans, and a range of Ba-
varian snacks served on wooden boards. Dai-
ly lunch specials go for RMB 112 and includes 
dishes ranging from lamb shanks to Viennese 
chicken. Daily 11am-1am. Kempinski Hotel, 
50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 
3388 ext 5732) http://paulanerbrauhaus.
com/beijing/home 普拉那啤酒坊餐厅, 朝阳区
亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店  

Schindler’s Tankstelle A very traditional 
German restaurant, right in Ritan Park. This 
casual, fun eatery will appeal to the whole 
family, with excellent service and exception-
ally kid-friendly food. Highchairs are available, 
but we recommend sitting outside on long 
benches, Bavarian beer hall-style so it doesn’t 
matter how much food gets on the floor. As 
far as the menu is concerned, it’s sausages, 
sausages, sausages. There are many different 
types that are generally healthy, low-fat and 
imported. Parents claims the mashed potato 
is the best in Beijing. 1) Daily 10am-midnight. 
15A Guanghua Lu (200m east of Ritan Park 
South Gate), Chaoyang District. (8562 6439); 
2) Daily 11am-midnight. 1 Houshayu Zhen, 
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Shayu Lu, Shunyi District. (8042 2291) http://
www.schindlersinfo.de/ 申德勒加油站, 1) 朝
阳区光华路甲15号(日坛南门往东200米); 2) 顺
义区沙峪路后沙峪镇1号 

Indian & Pakistani
Ganges Indian Restaurant This is a good 
restaurant for the gastronomically adventur-
ous. Spicy dishes can be cooked without the 
heat upon request (probably a good idea for 
the young ones). There’s a play area with 
two kids’ tables and chairs, plus books and 
crayons mixed in with other toys. For smaller 
diners, there are a few highchairs available. 
In a nutshell, this is delicious Indian food in 
a comfortable environment that won’t break 
your budget. Co-winner of “Best India/Pa-
kistani” in the Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Res-
taurant Awards. Daily 10am-11pm. 1) 138A, 
B1/F, The Place, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6587 2999); 2) S93-3, Sanlitun Vil-
lage South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6416 0181/6121); 3) 5/B, Hairun Interna-
tional Apartment, 2 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5135 8353); 4) Sancaitang Xiezi 
Lou, 160 Chengfu Lu, Haidian District. (6262 
7944) www.ganges-restaurant.com 恒河印
度餐厅, 1) 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶地下1层
138A; 2) 朝阳区三里屯路19号三里屯Village南
区S93-3; 3) 朝阳区将台路2号海润国际公寓

底商5号; 4) 海淀区成府路160号三才堂写字
楼1层13号  

The Taj Pavilion Friendly management 
and some of Beijing’s finest Indian food in 
an authentic setting. Popular and a reliable 
favorite. Co-winner of “Best India/Pakistani” 
in the Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 
1) F2-03, 2/F, North Tower, China Overseas 
Plaza, 8 Guanghua Dong Li, Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6505 5866); 2) 3/F, 
Holiday Inn Lido, Jiangtai Lu, Shoudu Jichang 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6436 7678, 6437 
6688 ext 3811); 3) L222, Europlaza, 99 Yux-
iang Lu, Tianzhu Zhen, Shunyi District. (8046 
3238) http://www.thetajpavilion.com 泰姬楼
印度餐厅, 1) 朝阳区建国门外大街光华东里8号
中海广场北楼2层F2-03; 2) 朝阳区首都机场路
将台路丽都假日酒店广场缤纷廊3层; 3) 顺义区
天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆时尚购物中心L222室 

Italian
Alio Olio West gate of Chaoyang Park, 
Chaoyang District. (6594 0938)  朝阳区朝阳
公园西门  

Annie’s Serves trattoria favorites like anti-
pasto, soups, pastas and pizza. Parents give 
the restaurant gold stars for its numerous 
highchairs, while kids enjoy making their own 
small pizzas and playing in the well-stocked 
toy corners. Voted “Most Family Friendly,” 
“Best Italian” and “Outstanding Pizza” in the 
Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
1) 105, Bldg 3, China View, 2C Gongti 
Donglu, Chaoyang District. (8587 1469); 2) 
1/F Ruisai Business Building  opposite ascott 
beijing , Chaoyang District. (6568 5890); 3) 
Daily 11am-11pm. West Gate of Soho New 
Town, 88 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8589 8366); 4) Daily 11.30am-11pm. 16 
Dongsanhuan Lu (next to CD Blues Cafe), 
Chaoyang District. (6503 3871); 5) Daily 
11am-11pm. Chaoyang Gongyuan Xilu (next 
to Chaoyang Park West Gate), Chaoyang 
District. (6591 1931); 6) Daily 11am-11pm. 
Across from Western Academy Beijing, 5 
Laiguangying Donglu, Chaoyang District. 
(8470 4768); 7) 11am-11pm. Unit 2-3-93, 
Ritan Highlife, (opposite north gate of Ritan 
Park), 39 Shenlu Jie, Chaoyang District. (8569 
3031); 8) Daily 11am-11pm. Jiuxianqiao, 
Jiangtai Lu, Shangye Jie, Chaoyang District. 
(6436 3735) www.annies.com.cn/en/安妮意
大利餐厅, 1) 朝阳区工体东路丙2号中国红街大
厦3号楼105室; 2) 朝阳区瑞赛大厦商务楼一层
(北京雅诗阁服务公寓对面); 3) 朝阳区建国路
88号Soho现代城西门; 4) 朝阳区东三环路16号
(农展馆正门南侧); 5) 朝阳区朝阳公园西路（
朝阳公园西门）; 6) 朝阳区来广营东路5号京
西学校对面; 7) 朝阳区神路街39号日坛公园北
门对面日坛上街2-3-93号; 8) 朝阳区酒仙桥

将台路商业街  

Il Casale Agrilandia’s restaurant serves 
homestyle Italian fare like pizza, lasagna, 
fresh pesto pasta and more for Lido resi-
dents. The bright dining room is welcoming 
and warm, but the food and menu is probably 
overdue a refresh. Daily 11am-11pm. Jiangtai 
Xilu at Si’de Gongyuan (opposite the Japa-
nese International School), Chaoyang District. 
(6436 8778) 家园意大利餐厅, 朝阳区将台西路
四得公园（日本人国际学校对面）  

La Dolce Vita Like its studied “Villa”-interior 
surroundings (white table cloths, cozy nooks, 
Mediterranean color scheme), the food at 
this long running Gongti area restaurant aims 
for authenticity. The pizza is prepared in a 
wood-fired brick oven and the no-nonsense 
pasta gets rave reviews. Salads, brochette, 
fish dishes and beef filets (Bisteca Fiorentina) 
and desserts (tiramisu), among other items, 
round out the menu, and the venue is quite 
kid friendly (high chairs, friendly service). 
Voted “Outstanding Italian” in our 2009 
Restaurant Awards. Free delivery within a 
3km radius. Daily 10.30am-10.30pm. 8 Bei 
Xindong Lu, Chaoyang District. (6468 2894)  
甜蜜生活, 朝阳区新东路北段8号  

Little Italy This Shunyi standby features a 
children’s play area enclosed in soundproof 
glass. Grownups can indulge in quiet conver-
sation over pizza and salad while their kids 
shout and screech with abandon. The chil-
dren’s menu includes pasta, chicken nuggets 
and milkshakes served in colorful kid-sized 
dishes. Daily 10am-10pm. 813 Pinnacle Plaza, 
Tianzhu Real Estate Development Zone, 
Shunyi District. (8046 4679) http://www.
globalcuisinebeijing.com/littleitaly 小意大利, 
顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场813号  

Michael’s Place Italian Ristorante 
Despite the comfortable decor, brick pizza 
oven, kiddie corner and decent selection of 
imported wines, Michael’s free-n-quick home 
delivery might just be its strongest asset. 
Pizzas and pastas range RMB 48-75. Daily 
10.30am-10.30pm. L112, Euro Plaza, (Oppo-
site the Exhibition Hall), Central Villa District, 
Shunyi District. (8042 4457, 8046 3359)  北京
明天意大利餐厅, 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆
时尚购物中心一层112号（国展对面）  

Tavola Italian Dining Daily 11.30am-
2.30pm, 6pm-10.30pm. 2/F, The Grand 
Summit, Section B, Liangmaqiao Diplomatic 
Mansion, 19 Dongfang Donglu, Chaoyang 
District. (8532 5068) www.tavola-bj.com 塔
沃拉意大利餐厅, 朝阳区东方东路19号亮马桥外
交公寓会所2层  

Japanese
Haru Teppanyaki and Sushi Bar Watch 
and listen to your food as it sizzles and cooks 
to your preference. Haru impresses with sleek 
decor and the quality of the food. Kids will be 
entertained by the chefs flaming hot plates, 
and the large portion servings mean this is 
a great place to spend a few extra kuai on 
a family night out. 1) Daily 11.30am-2pm, 
5.30pm-10pm. 902 Pinnacle Plaza, Jingshun 
Lu, Shunyi District. (8046 5112); 2) Unit N4-
30, 3/F, Sanlitun Village North, 11 Sanlitun 
Lu, Chaoyang District, Chaoyang District. 
(6415 2112) 尚水长廊铁板烧餐厅, 1) 顺义
区天竺镇开发区荣祥广场902; 2) 朝阳区朝阳
区三里屯路11号院（Village北区）能号楼三层
N4-30单元  

Kurazen With bamboo trees and a cross-laid 
slate and pebble floor, Kurazen’s foyer resem-
bles a Japanese garden and leads to an open 
kitchen where teppanyaki chefs display their 
knife and grill skills. The menu is extensive, 
with fish all offered raw or as teppan-options. 
The RMB 68 lunch buffet includes noodles, 
sauteed vegetable dishes, sushi and more.
The preponderance of Japanese customers 
is a sign of its authenticity. Daily 11.30am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 21 Haoyun Jie, Zaoy-
ing Lu, Chaoyang District. (5867 0281/2) 藏善
日本料理店, 朝阳区枣营路好运街21号  

Matsuko Serving up one of Beijing’s best 

known buffets since 1992, this chain of 
Japanese restaurant feeds hungry white col-
lar types with its bountiful spread of sushi, 
sashimi, noodles and more. The daily lunch 
buffet (RMB 98, Mon-Fri 11.30am-2pm, 
RMB 108 Sat-Sun 11am-2.30pm) features 
over 60 kinds of dishes, ranging from eel 
with teriyaki sauce and tempura shrimp to 
sushi rolls and desserts. Children under 110 
cm eat for free. Be forewarned that the dif-
ferent branches charge different prices for 
the buffet. Voted “Outstanding Japanese” 
in the Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Mon-Fri 11.30am-2pm,5-10.30pm, 
Sat-Sun 11am-2.30pm, 5-10.30pm. 1) 
1/F, 8 Nanxinyuan Xilu, Chaoyang District. 
(8731 9890, li_juan1997@sina.com); 2) 
78 Anli Road (Subway Line 5 Datun Road 
East Station), Haidian District. (5963 6663, 
li_juan1997@sina.com); 3) 2/F, Jinglong 
Dasha, 225 Chaoyang Beilu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6509 8999, li_juan1997@sina.com); 
4) Baijiazhuang (south east corner of Chang-
hong Qiao), Chaoyang District. (6582 5208, 
li_juan1997@sina.com); 5) 39 Liangmaqiao 
Lu (opposite 21st Century hotel), Chaoyang 
District. (8453 4062, li_juan1997@sina.com) 
http://www.matsuko.com.cn/e_index_hoa-
wei.asp 松子, 1) 朝阳区南新园西路8号龙头公
寓南栋一层; 3) 朝阳区朝阳北路225号京龙大厦
2层; 4) 朝阳区星期五餐厅对面松阪屋; 5) 朝
阳区亮马桥39号（21世纪饭店对面）  

Tairyo Teppanyaki The “Benihana of Bei-
jing” specializes in all-you-can eat teppenyaki 
(RMB 150 for lunch, RMB 168 dinner) served 
up by knife-wielding chefs who slice and dice 
everything from beef and lambchops to cod 
filets and shrimp in front of you. Also serves 
sashimi and other assorted eats. The Sanlitun 
venue aims for a more upscale clientele and 
charges RMB 198 for all-you-can-eat-and-
drink. Voted “Outstanding Japanese” in the 
Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
1) Daily 10am-1pm, 5-11pm. 305 China View, 
Gongti Donglu, Chaoyang District. (8587 
1180/1); 2) Daily 11am-2pm, 5-11pm. 2/F, 
Yaxing Mansion, Maizidian Jie, Chaoyang 
District. (6461 2336); 3) Mon-Fri 10am-1pm, 
5-11pm. Building E, Shenggu Jiayuan, Anzhen 
Qiao, Chaoyang District. (6444 8855/66); 4) 
Daily 11am-10pm. 15 Wanliu Zhonglu, Haid-
ian District. (8256 6044); 5) Daily 11.30am-
3pm, 5.30-11pm. S2-32, 3/F The Village at 
Sanlitun, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6416 8075, 6416 0075) http://www.tairyo.
cn/ 大渔铁板烧, 1) 朝阳区工体东路中国红街
305号; 2) 朝阳区麦子店街亚星大厦2层; 3) 朝
阳区安贞桥胜古家园E座; 4) 海淀区万柳中路
15号; 5) 朝阳区三里屯路19号The Village at 
Sanlitun 南区，三层S2-32  

Korean
Ai Jiang Shan Daily 11am-10pm. North Gate 
of Si’de Park, 39 Jiangtai Xilu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (8456 9511) www.aijiangshan.com 爱江
山, 朝阳区将台西路四德公园北门  

Han Na Shan Daily 10.30am-11pm. 1) 8/F 
Viva Shopping Mall, Fuli City, 65 Dongsan-
huan Zhonglu, Shuangjing, Chaoyang District. 
(5903 7358); 2) B118A Huamao Shopping 
Center, 79 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(5969 5086); 3) 8 Huayuan Donglu (near 
the Guo’an Theater), Haidian District. (8203 
7888/6886) 汉拿山, 1) 朝阳区东三环中路65号
富力广场8楼; 2) 朝阳区建国路79号华贸购物
中心B1楼B118A号; 3) 海淀区花园东路8号(国
安剧院附近)  

Mediterranean
Argo Daily 11.30am-11pm. 59 Wudaoying 
Hutong (100 meters west of Vineyard Café), 
Dongcheng District. (8403 9748) 东城区五道
营胡同59号  

The Olive Cafe Salads, sandwiches, dinner, 
health food, juice and desserts. Outdoor 
dining on warm days. Also serving weekend 
brunch. Voted “Outstanding Mediterranean” 
in the Beijinger’s 2010 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 10.30am-10.30pm. 17 Gongti 
Beilu (opposite north gate of Workers’ Sta-

dium), Chaoyang District. (6417 9669) 朝阳
区工体北路17号  

Taverna Daily noon-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 
1949 – The Hidden City, Courtyard 4, 
Gongti Beilu (behind Pacific Century Place), 
Chaoyang District. (6501 8882, oft@elite-con-
cepts.com) www.elite-concepts.com 朝阳区工
体北路4号院 (盈科中心南面)  

Middle Eastern
Alameen This unassuming but welcoming 
Middle Eastern haven behind the German em-
bassy is owned and managed by a Palestin-
ian/Lebanese pair. Arabic staples like hummus 
and baba ghanoush (both RMB 20) are good, 
and the kibbeh (RMB 25 – fried croquettes 
stuffed with minced beef) is absolutely 
delightful. These appetizers are quite filling, 
so nibble strategically if you plan to take on 
the whole stuffed lamb (RMB 1,100; order 
12 hours ahead). Customers here tend to 
stick around after meals chatting and sipping 
coffee, which fosters a warm atmosphere, 
especially convivial with the sweet smell of 
hookah smoke (RMB 40) wafting through the 
dining room. Daily 9am-midnight. 2 Sanlitun 
Xiwu Lu, Chaoyang District. (8451 7489) 朝阳
区三里屯西五街西2号  

Dini’s Kosher Restaurant Sun-Thu 
11am-10pm (available for private functions 
Saturday nights). Inside Bet Yaakov Chabad 
Community Center, 9-12 Fangyuan Xilu (near 
south gate of Si’de Park), Chaoyang District. 
(139 1074 0109) www.kosherbeijing.com 蒂
妮犹太餐厅, 朝阳区芳园西路9-12号（四得公
园南门）  

Rumi Beijing’s only purveyor of Persian 
cuisine in a stylish minimalist setting. The 
owners’ daughter helped design and outfit 
the small playroom. Let your kids judge 
her interior design choices while you chow 
down on the city’s best hummus. Children 
can pick from the children’s menu and park 
themselves in highchairs. Voted “Outstand-
ing Middle Eastern” in the Beijinger’s 2010 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11.30am-
midnight. 1A Gongti Beilu (opposite Zhaolong 
Hotel), Chaoyang District. (8454 3838) www.
rumigrill.com 入迷, 朝阳区工体北路甲1号兆
龙饭店对面  

Pizza
Hutong Pizza With a quaint, cozy atmos-
phere, this pizza joint located just off the 
beaten track of Houhai offers arguably the 
best pizza (RMB 60-120) in Beijing. The veg-
gie burgers are also hugely popular. Daily 
11am-11pm. 9 Yindingqiao Hutong, Xicheng 
District. (8322 8916)  胡同比萨, 西城区银锭

桥胡同9号  

Nearby the Tree De Koninck and Hoe-
gaarden on tap. Upstairs is a child-friendly 
restaurant serving pasta, pizza, sandwiches 
and Belgian waffles. Daily 11am-midnight 
(restaurant closes at 10pm). Xingfu Sancun 
3 Xiang (behind Yashow, west of Tongli), 
Chaoyang District. (6413 1522/87) www.
nearbythetree.com

树旁边酒吧, 朝阳区幸福三村三巷三里屯南33号
院内(雅秀后边同里西边)  

Russian
Queen’s Cafe Daily 12am-11pm. 3/F, S9, 
Sanlitun Village South  close to Karaiya Spice 
House , 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6416 1928, info@queenscafe.com) http://
www.queenscafe.com/ 皇后饭店, 朝阳区三里
屯路19号三里屯Village南区3层(近辣屋)  

Traktirr Pushkin Pick the right time (lunch, 
early dinner) and you’ll understand why so 
many Russian families are loyal patrons. Who 
can argue with hearty portions of well-priced 
kid-friendly fare like chicken Kiev, steaks, pork 
schnitzel and mashed potatoes? Thanks to 
the heavy mayo application, even the salads 
make it down most kids’ throats. Daily 10am-
10pm. 1) 1 Xiyangguan Hutong, Dongzhimen-

nei Zhongjie, Chaoyang District. (6403 1690); 
2) 5-15 Dongzhimennei Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. (8407 8158, 6403 1896) 彼得堡俄餐
厅, 1) 朝阳区东直门内北中街西羊管胡同1号; 
2) 东城区东直门内大街5-15号  

Southeast Asian
Lau Pa Sak On weekdays, this Singaporean 
joint is packed with diplomats and profession-
als, but at lunch on weekends it’s taken over 
by kid-toting huaqiao feasting on nasi goreng, 
curry puffs and Hainan chicken (surprisingly, 
they serve a pretty satisfying hamburger). 
The laksa is among the most authentic in 
town and regulars rave about the beef ren-
dang, nasi goreng fried rice and condensed 
milk coffee. Don’t forget the pandan cake 
for dessert. The forgiving staff are happy to 
let your kids check out the fish tank. Daily 
11am-11pm. Xindong Lu (opposite Canadian 
Embassy), Chaoyang District. (6417 0952) 老
巴刹, 朝阳区新东路加拿大使馆对面  

Malacca Legend This elaborate Malaysian 
restaurant boasts serene water views and 
zesty Southeast Asian cuisine. Also offers 
catering services and delivery in the Shunyi 
area. Daily 11am-10pm. 1) 1/F Building B, 
Ocean International Center, 58 East 4th Ring 
Road, Chaoyang District. (5908 0075); 2) On 
the banks of Luoma lake, Houshayu, Shunyi 
District. (8049 8902) 马六甲传奇, 1) 朝阳区
东四环路58号远洋国际中心B座1层; 2) 顺义区
后沙峪镇罗马湖畔  

Orient Kitchen 1) 10am-11pm. 3 Jinrong 
Jie (Across from the Financial Street Shop-
ping Center), Xicheng District. (6622 0072); 
2) Daily 11am-11pm. S4-31, Bldg 4, Sanlitun 
Village South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6417 4070) 小城知味, 1) 西城区金融街
3号,金融街购物中心对面; 2) 朝阳区三里屯路
19号三里屯Village南区4号楼S4-31  

The Yard This sister restaurant of Nyonya 
Kitchen oozes colonial elegance and polished 
charm. The menu, featuring specailty dishes 
like ki hokkien mee (yellow noodles in hok-
kien dark sauce with seafood and pork) and 
yam kueh (steamed yam cake garnished with 
minced pork and fried shallots) satisfies even 
the most traditional of Malaysian palates, and 
weekends feature an all-you-can-eat brunch 
(RMB 68 for adults, RMB 48 for kids, free for 
tots under 3). Daily 11am-10pm. 3 Kaifa Jie, 
Xibaixinzhuang, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8049 9449, theyardbeijing@yahoo.com) 
http://www.yardbeijing.com 庭院餐厅, 顺义
区后沙峪西白辛庄开发街3号  

Thai
Bali Papaya Bali Papaya offers authentic 
Indo-Thai cuisine in a venue sporting wooden 
décor paired with bright colors, contemporary 
Gamelan music and Indonesian and Thai 
art. The flavors on offer are akin to the real 
deal - try the refreshing Thai Beef Salad with 
its zing of lemongrass and cilantro and the 
Indonesian Fried Rice set, which includes 
fried egg and chicken, along with tender 
peanut sauced chicken satay. The Thai Green 
Curry comes with a kick (rice, however, is not 
included). Daily 11am-11pm. 2/F, Nali Patio, 
81 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District, Chaoyang 
District. (5208 6029) 朝阳区三里屯路81号那
里花园2层  

Purple Haze Restaurant & Bar Thai cui-
sine served amongst purple hues. Books, cof-
fee and Wi-Fi create the perfect atmosphere 
for a lazy afternoon. Wednesday night jazz 
at the China View location. Consistent winner 
of Best Thai/Southeast Asian in the Beijinger 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-11.30pm. 
Opposite the north gate of the Workers’ 
Stadium (in the small alley behind the ICBC 
Bank), Chaoyang District. (6413 0899, 8774 
6387, purplehaze@purplehaze.com.cn) www.
purplehaze.com.cn 紫苏庭, 朝阳区工体北门对
面胡同工商银行后  

Serve the People This long-running Thai 
restaurant has a loyal crowd and the Sanlitun 
branch has a pleasant terrace. Menu items 
include mango salad, green chicken curry, 

pad thai and tom kha gai (coconut chicken 
soup, a blend of spicy, sour and sweet). The 
more spacious Shunyi location is elegantly 
decorated and overlooks a small lake, with 
a small lawn and kid’s playground equip-
ment on the grounds, making it suitable for 
families and private parties. Voted “Outstand-
ing Thai” in the Beijinger’s 2010 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. 1) Daily 11am-11pm. 
Feijiacun Yuan, 8 Laiguangying Donglu (near 
the Cuigezhuang police station), Chaoyang 
District. (8470 4792); 2) Daily 10.30am-
10.30pm. 1 Sanlitun Xiwujie (next to Athena), 
Chaoyang District. (8454 4580) 为人民服务, 
1) 朝阳区来广营东路8号费家村院(近崔各庄派
出所); 2) 朝阳区三里屯西五街1号  

Vegetarian
Elaine’s Vegetarian Restaurant and Bar 
Elaine’s quaint little garden supplies gener-
ous portions of Chinese vegetarian fare. The 
selection of over 100 well-portioned dishes, 
including the requisite imitation meat dishes 
(including imitation “duck,” recreated soy 
“chicken” and sizzling bogus “beef”) are 
popular with both vegetarian and carnivorous 
diners. Daily 11am-2pm, 4.30-9.30pm. Walk 
800m along the banks of Luoma Lake, 100m 
north of Luoma Roundabout, Houshayu, 
Shunyi District. (8048 5088) 素心小筑, 顺义

区后沙峪镇罗马环岛向北100米左转, 沿罗马
湖畔800米  

Jing Fun Veggie Cafe Serves international 
cuisine using no artificial ingredients or MSG 
in a clean and sleek environment. The menu 
features dishes made from mushrooms and 
other pure and natural ingredients. They 
also make their own tempeh and eggless 
cake. Daily 10am-10pm. 1 Bishui Yuntian, 
Wanliu Zhonglu, Haidian District. (8256 5205, 
jingfancafe@yahoo.com.cn) 净饭, 海淀区万柳
中路碧水云天底商1号楼(海淀国税局西)  

Natural Vegetarian Lohas This large Bud-
dhist-themed vegetarian restaurant serves 
mock meat renditions of pepper steak, hui 
guo rou (twice cooked pork), fried dumplings, 
papaya cake and more made from all-natural 
ingredients and no MSG. 14-9, District 1, 
Anhui Li, Chaoyang District. (6492 7559) 博味
堂自然素食, 朝阳区朝阳区安慧里1区14-9号  

Family Health Directory
Clinics & Hospitals
21st Century Health Care- Beijing Glory 
Clinic Glory Clinic was established in 1998 
and offers high standard, integrative pre-
ventive health screenings and medical care 
in a quiet and comfortable environment. 
Internationally trained doctors and nurses 
provide care for internal medicine, surgery, 
gynecology, dentistry, pediatrics, ENT, immu-
nization, ophthalmology, Traditional Chinese 
Medicine and specialist appointment.  The 
health screening department offers com-
prehensive customized health screenings 
for individuals and corporate clients. Direct 
billing with international insurers is provided.  
Languages spoken: English, Japanese, 
Korean, German, Chinese. Mon-Fri 8am-
7pm, Sat-Sun 9am - 6pm; 24 hour house 
call service. 40 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (84446168(English/Chinese)8444 
6160 (Japanese)6468 6021(Korean))  朝阳区
亮马桥路40号  

AmAsia International Medical Center 
Formerly known as American-Sino Hospi-
tal, AmAsia International Medical Center 
focuses on meeting women’s and children’s 
healthcare needs in a warm and relaxing 
environment. AmAsia uses the latest interna-
tional medical technology and is staffed by 
English-speaking doctors experienced in the 
fields of obstetrics and gynecology. Nurses 
and midwives also speak English and the 
center can provide language services in both 
Japanese and Russian. Provides direct billing 
with most major international insurance pro-
viders, as well as allowing direct payments. 
Daily 24hrs. 218 Xiaoguan Beili, Anwai Dajie, 

east of Olympic Center, Chaoyang District. 
(6496 8888/5151) www.asog-beijing.com 东
方美华医院, 朝阳区安外大街小关北里218号
(�奥体中心东)  

Amcare Women’s & Children’s Hospital 
This newly opened hospital near the Lido fo-
cuses on maternity services, women’s health 
and pediatrics. Foreign language support is 
available upon request.24-hr appointment 
service. Daily 8am-4.30pm. 9 Fangyuan Xilu, 
Chaoyang District. (6434 2399 24hr hotline, 
800 610 6200) www.amcare.com.cn 北京美
中宜和妇儿医院, 朝阳区朝阳区芳园西路9号  

Beijing DCN Orthopedic Hospital 德尔
康尼骨科医院版权所有 A preferred medical 
service provider cooperating with internation-
al healthcare insurance companies. Offers a 
broad range of both inpatient and outpatient 
expert services in orthopedic surgery, spine 
surgery, sport medicine, trauma and fracture 
care, and rehabilitation. Open 24 hours a day, 
including clinical and pharmacy services. 19 
Fushi Lu, Haidian District (5271 3366, 5271 
3366, fax) www.dcn.org.cn 海淀区阜石路19号

Beijing International SOS Clinic Inter-
national standard clinic providing the full 
spectrum of medical services including family 
medicine, dental services, OB/GYN, ENT, 
ophthalmology, psychiatry, physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy and TCM. Staff is made 
up of highly trained professionals from all 
over the world. A 24hr call center provides 
medical assistance over the phone in Eng-
lish, Chinese and Japanese. The clinic has 
direct billing arrangements with all major 
insurance providers. Consultations cost USD 
90. Daily 24hrs. Suite 105, Wing 1, Kunsha 
Building, 16 Xinyuanli, Chaoyang District. 
(6462 9112, 24hr: 6462 9100, china.inquiri
es@internationalsos.com) www.internation-
alsos.com 北京国际救援中心, 朝阳区新源里
16号琨莎中心一座105室  

Beijing New Century Harmony Pediat-
ric Clinic As a satellite clinic of renowned 
Beijing New Century International Children’s 
Hospital, Beijing New Century Harmony Pedi-
atric Clinic has a strong team of experienced 
pediatricians and nurses from China and 
overseas. Multilingual services are offered on 
a 24hr basis, consultations 9am-6pm. K-01, 
Building No. 19, Harmony Business Center, 
Liyuan Street, Tianzhu Zhen, Shunyi District. 
(6456 2599) www.ncich.com.cn 北京新世纪
荣和儿科门诊部, 顺义区北京市顺义区天竺镇
丽苑街荣和商业中心19号楼K-01  

Beijing Tiantan Puhua International 
Hospital A private, international-standard 
hospital offering a range of emergency serv-
ices and out patient care. Beijing Tiantan 
Puhua Hospital has a full, English speaking 
staff on call 24-hours. Medical services in-
clude: neurology and neurosurgery, Beijing’s 
only international standard podiatric center, 
occupational and physical theraphy, plastic 
surgery and and non-surgical cosmetic 
services, hand surgery, orthopedics, ENT, 
oncology, full physical check-ups starting 
at RMB 900, on-site imaging, laboratory 
and pharmacy services. Specialist consulta-
tions are RMB 200-800 and direct billing 
is available for more than 20 international 
insurance companies. 24-hour emergency 
care. 7am-10pm(Mon-Fri). 8am-10pm(Sat-
Sun). 12 Tiantan Nanli, Chongwen District, 
800m west of the south gate of the temple 
of heaven, Chongwen District. (67020836, 
puhuachina@gmail.com) www.puhuachina.
com, www.puhuachina.cn 北京天坛普华医院, 
北京天坛普华体检中心, 崇文区天坛南里12号  

Beijing United Family Hospital Beijing’s 
only private, international-standard hospital 
offering the full spectrum of inpatient and 
outpatient services. BJU has a team of over 
60 certified expatriate and internationally 
trained physicians and surgeons. Clinics 
include pediatrics, OB/GYN, dental, oph-
thalmology, counseling, ENT, physiotherapy, 
TCM chiropractics and dermatology. It’s the 
first choice for many expatriates giving birth 
in China, and is the choice for referral from 

other hospitals without in-house birthing 
units. Wide range of medical and surgical 
specialties provided. The ICU and emergency 
room are open 24hrs. An independent blood 
bank operates on site. Direct billing is avail-
able with a range of insurance providers. 
Consultation fees for first-time patients are 
RMB 323-1,294. Fees for return patients are 
RMB 174-971. 1) Mon-Sat 8.30am-5pm; Sun 
8.30am-midnight. St Regis Wellness Center. 
B1/F, 21 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (8532 1678); 2) Mon-Thurs 9.30-
7.30pm, Fri-Sun 9.30am-4.30pm. 818, 
Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Develop-
ment Zone, Shunyi District. (8046 5432); 3) 
Mon-Fri noon-8.30pm. 2/F Grand Summit, 
Dongfang Donglu, Chaoyang District. (5927 
7005); 4) Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm. 24-hour 
emergency care. 2 Jiangtai Lu (in the Lido 
area), Chaoyang District. (5927 7000,  5927 
7120 (ER ),  fax  5927 7200) www.ufh.com.
cn 北京和睦家医院, 1) 朝阳区朝阳区建国门
外大街21号国际俱乐部饭店地下1层; 2) 顺义
区顺义区天竺房地产开发区日祥社区818号; 
3) 朝阳区朝阳区第三使馆区二层; 4) 朝阳区
将台路2号  

Beijing United Family Shunyi Clinic 
Offers family medicine, a pediatric clinic, 
women’s health services, travel medicine, 
family counseling, physiotherapy and pediat-
ric physiotherapy. Mon-Thu 9.30am-7.30pm, 
Fri-Sun 9.30am-4.30pm. Unit 806, Pinnacle 
Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Development 
Zone, Shunyi District. (8046 5432, fax 8046 
4383) www.ufh.com.cn 北京和睦家医院诊所, 
顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场806号  

Chiropractic and Rehabilitation Dr. David 
Zhang is an American National Board Exam 
Certificated chiropractic doctor, a Texas 
licensed acupuncturist and herbalist, and a 
specialist in Chinese medicine. He provides 
chiropractic, physiotherapy, and other manu-
al therapies for back pain, sciatica, and other 
conditions, as well as acupuncture and natu-
ral medicine treatments. Medical services 
24hrs; Dental services 8.30am-6pm (Mon-
Fri), 8.30am-12pm (Sat); Integrated medical 
service 8.30am-5.30pm (Mon-Fri). S106, 1/F, 
Beijing Internal Medical Center, Lufthansa 
Center Office Building, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6465 1561/2/3)  北京国
际医疗中心, 朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎中心写
字楼1层 S106  

Eliott’s Corner A therapy center, offering 
speechtherapy, occupational therapy and 
physical therapy for children from 0-12 years 
of age. Experienced therapists work with 
children, helping a wide range of issues 
- from communication and articulation to 
handwriting to balance and coordination. 
Eliott’s Corner is a division of Olivia’s Place, 
Shanghai’s premier pediatric therapy clinic. 
17C Golden Land Building, 32 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6461 6283) www.
oliviasplace.org 胡宝小屋, 朝阳区朝阳区亮
马桥32号  

Hong Kong International Medical 
Clinic, Beijing Beijing’s first joint-venture 
medical organization operates according to 
international standards, has a high-quality 
international administration system, high-
level medical staff, and warm service. A 24hr 
helpline offers medical support in English, 
Chinese and Japanese, and other languages 
on request. A basic consultation costs USD 
58. Direct billing with 14 international insur-
ers. Daily 9am-9pm (after 9pm nurse on 
duty). 9/F, office tower of the Swissôtel, 2 
Chaoyangmen Beidajie, Dongcheng District. 
(65532288 ext 2345/6/7, 65023426) www.
hkclinic.com 北京港澳国际医务诊所, 东城区
北京港澳国际医务诊所，朝阳门北大街2号港澳
中心办公楼9层  

International Medical Center (IMC) 
Foreign doctors on-site offering a wide range 
of medical services, including family medi-
cine, psychological services, dental, Ob/Gyn, 
pediatrics and TCM. Drop-in services for 
travelers; x-rays and ultrasounds available 
on-site. English, Chinese, Arabic and Russian 
spoken. Daily 24hrs. S106, S111 Lufthansa 
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Center, 50 Liangmahe Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6465 1561/2/3, 6465 1384/28, 
markeing@imcclinics.com) http://www.imc-
clinics.com/ 北京国际医疗中心, 朝阳区亮马桥
路50号燕莎中心写字楼1层S106  

New Hope Oncology Center (Beijing 
United Family Hospital) Led by Dr Philip 
Brooks, this LEED-certified cancer center 
stresses an international approach and 
standard of treatment. Facilities include 
eight consultation rooms, eight comfortable 
areas to give chemotherapy and two other 
private rooms. Specializes in breast cancer, 
gastrointestinal cancers and lung cancer, but 
can treat all diagnoses. Treatments include 
chemotherapy and biologic therapy, as well 
as screening, prevention, diagnoses, surgical 
biopsies and imaging, staging, significant 
surgical procedures, and they plan to intro-
duce chemotherapy and radiation therapy 
regimens. The downstairs two floors will be 
for radiation therapy and house a linear ac-
celerator. Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Beijing United 
Family Hospital,9-11 Jiangtai Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5927 7021) www.ufh.com.cn 朝阳
区将台西路9－11  

Peking Union Medical College Hospi-
tal This state-run hospital has a reputable 
foreigners’ wing with departments including 
ENT, internal medicine, pediatrics, surgery, 
dental, ophthalmology and OB/GYN. Most 
doctors are trained overseas and speak good 
English. Services and medicines are much 
cheaper than in private clinics, but expect 
longer waiting times. The birthing unit is 
considered to be the best in any of the Chi-
nese hospitals and is popular among expats. 
Registration costs RMB 100-300, and the 
minimum consultation fee is RMB 200. In-
patient services require a minimum deposit 
of RMB 10,000/day. Direct billing is available 
with some Asian insurance providers. Mon-
Fri 8am5pm. 1 Shuaifuyuan, Wangfujing 
(the foreigners’ wing is located behind and 
to the left of the main hospital entrance), 
Dongcheng District. (6529 5284, 24hr em, 
6529 5269) www.pumch.ac.cn 北京协和医
院, 东城区王府井帅府园1号（接待外国人的区
域在主楼的左后方）  

Sino-Japanese Friendship Hospital A 
state-run hospital with a foreigners’ wing 
that’s very pleasant. Medical staff speak Eng-
lish, but don’t always have overseas train-
ing. Registration is RMB 100-300. Inpatient 
services require a minimum RMB 10,000 
deposit. Mon-Fri 8am-noon, 1.30-5pm, Sat 
8-11.30am. 24hr emergency care. Ying-
hua Dongjie, Heping Jie Beikou, Hepingli, 
Chaoyang District. (6422 2952, 8420 5122 
(both numbers are valid for International 
Dept.))  北京中日友好医院, 朝阳区和平里和
平街北口樱花东街  

Vista Medical Center Medical services 
including family and internal medicine, 
OB/GYN, pediatrics, dentistry, ophthalmol-
ogy, dermatology, ENT, TCM, physiotherapy, 
psychiatry, imaging laboratory and pharmacy 
service. Also offers pre- and postnatal care 
and infant health check-ups. English-speak-
ing staff onsite 24hrs a day. A consultation 
with a GP costs RMB 660. Direct billing 
with more than 40 international insurance 
providers. Daily 24hrs. B29, Kerry Centre, 
1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. (8529 
6618, fax 8529 6615, vista@vista-china.net) 
www.vista-china.net 维世达诊所, 朝阳区光华
路1号嘉里中心B29  

Dentists
Beijing International SOS Dental, 
Orthodontics Clinic Provides comprehen-
sive dental services for the whole family, 
including routine cleaning, X-rays, fillings, 
whitening, crowns, bridges and cosmetic 
makeovers. Mon-Sat 9am-5pm. Suite 105, 
Wing 1, Kunsha Building, 16 Xinyuanli, 
Chaoyang District. (6462 0333) 

北京国际SOS齿科,畸齿矫正诊所, 朝阳区新源

Family Life
Adoption
Bridge of Love Adoption Service This 
government-run agency facilitates travel 
to the adoption site, as well as consulting, 
document translation and travel arrange-
ments within China. Zhongmin Mansion, 7 
Baiguang Lu, Xuanwu District. (6357 5792, 
6358 9988 ext 1207) www.china-blas.org 爱
之桥收养中心, 宣武区白广路7号中民大厦   

Community Groups and 
Organizations
International Newcomers’ Network A 
networking and information resource for 
all newcomers to Beijing. Meetings are 
held on the last Monday of each month 
except December. Function Rm, 3/F, Athletic 
Center, Capital Mansion, 6 Xinyuan Nanlu, 
Chaoyang District. (8486 2225  ext 110, 
innbeijing@hotmail.com) www.innbeijing.org 
朝阳区新源南路6号京城大厦康乐中心3层

INSPIRED A learning and inspirational 
platform to support the professional and 
personal development needs of expat ac-
companying spouses in Beijing. The group 
offers support and practical advice through 
regular seminars, workshops, one-to-one 
coaching, and networking opportunities. 
(136 2113 2201, jasmine@inspiredbeijing.
com) www.inspiredbeijing.com  

Domestic Help
Beijing Ayi Housekeeping Service A family 
membership in this housekeeping service 
will give you access (with an additional fee) 
to a large pool of ayis who perform services 
such as babysitting, cooking and cleaning. 
English-speaking ayis available. Lifetime 
membership: RMB 300; price range: RMB 
1,000-3, 000 per month. (6434 5647/48)  
www.bjayi.com 北京家福来劳务服务  

Beijing Ex-pat Housemaid Service Serv-
ing over 500 families in Beijing, this service 
offers a supply of English-speaking ayis 
trained to cook, clean, babysit and more. 
Price range: RMB 1,600 per month for 8-10 
hours per day, 5-6 days per week. (6438 
1634)  www.expatslife.com 北京易杨家美信
息咨询有限公司  

Beijing Sunnyhome Housekeeping Service 
Co., Ltd Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm. Rm3022, 
3/F, Shiyi Hotel, 1 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5288 4727, 133 6636 9720) http://
www.bjayiservice.com/en/Index.asp 朝阳区
酒仙桥路1号世一休闲商务酒店3层3022室

Beijing Huijia Ayi Housekeeping Service 
Company Daily 8am-10pm.16 Qianquhe, 
Gaoliying Zhen, Shunyi District. (136 4113 
7690) http://www.beijingayiservice.com/ 顺
义区高丽营镇前渠河16号  

JNY Home Service A professional house-
keeping service company, they provide 
placement services for foreign families seek-
ing full-time or  part-time ayis in Beijing. Ayis 
are available for cleaning, ironing, cooking 
and babysitting. Some basic English-speak-
ing ayis are available. Reference letters avail-
able. Part time RMB15-25 per hour,full time 
RMB2,500-3,500 per month. Rm 909A, Hua 
Shang Bldg,2 Yanjing Xili,Chaoyang District, 
Chaoyang District. www.saybeijing.cn 朝阳区
延静西里2号华商大厦909A室  

Beijing Top Rated Car Rental Service 
Co.Ltd.  Provides long term leasing with or 
without drivers for family or business, short 
term leasing with drivers for travelling, Eng-
lish-speaking drivers, airport-pick up/ drop 
off, drivers only is also fine. (Sedan, Van and 
Bus). Daily  24hours. Rm 1012, B Tower, 39 
Dongsanhuan Zhonglu. (400 0041 910, 6504 
7266, haitao1188@live.cn) www.sxsdcar.com 
朝阳区东四环中路39号B座1012室2. 

Beijing TOP-A Car Service Co., Ltd. Rents 
a range of new and second-hand car models 

– with or without driver – including Audi A6, 
Buick GL8, VW Passat, Toyota Crown and 
Hyundai Elantra. Prices range from RMB 
8,300-20,000 per month with deposits of 
RMB 5,000-50,000. Rm 6F-2/3, Ambassador 
Mansion, B21, Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6438 1634, 139 1008 2709) www.
expatslife.com 北京途安汽车租赁有限责任公
司, 朝阳区酒仙桥路乙21号国宾大厦6F-2/3室  

Beijing North Star Car Rental Beijing 
North Star Car Rental Company is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of North Star Group, a 
major state owned enterprise. They cur-
rently have more than a thousand vehicles 
of all class. It is one of the largest leasing 
companies in China and incorporates the 
best management and technology from both 
locally and overseas. Provides customers 
with purchase, lease and buy, and trade-in 
options; limousine and chauffeur driven 
services for airport transfers, meetings, tours 
and weddings; services for long vacations 
and weekend rentals; foreign companies 
and representative offices with high end 
vehicles for business with foreign language 
speaking drivers; state owned enterprises 
with vehicle purchase and management 
plans; club membership system for clients. 
* Provide membership activities including 
recreation, networking and friendship for 
leisure 1) 8am-5pm. North to Bldg R, Huiy-
uan Apartment, Chaoyang District. (800 810 
2280, 8499 2878, bczl@bczl.com.cn); 2) 
South of the Tsinghua University east gate, 
Shuangqing Lu, Haidian District. (800 810 
2280, 6263 8006, bczl@bczl.com.cn); 3) 
8am-6pm. 1/F, Bldg F, Wangjing Building, 1A 
Futong Dongdajie, Chaoyang District. (800 
810 2280, 6475 2516, bczl@bczl.com.cn) 
http://www.bczl.com.cn/ 北京北辰汽车租赁, 
1) 朝阳区亚运村汇园公寓R座北侧; 2) 海淀区
清华大学东门双清路南侧; 3) 朝阳区望京阜通
东大街甲1号  

First Choice Car Rental Service Co., Ltd. 
Short or long term automobile leasing 
service of Buick GL8, Audi, BMW, Passat, 
Elantra and other cars/vans with English/
Chinese speaking driver. Prices range from 
RMB 6,000-17,500 per month. Room 507, 
Partview Center, 5 Fangyuan Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6434 0778) www.fccars.cn 北京嘉
驰汽车租赁有限公司, 朝阳区芳园里西路5号丽
园中心507室  

AAA expatcar  Provides long term or short 
term leasing with or without drivers, Eng-
lish-speaking drivers, airport-pick up/ drop 
off, drivers only is also fine. (Sedan, Van 
and Bus) AAA expatcar also offers car sales, 
car insurance and etc. Daily 9am-5pm. 18 
Liyuan Beijie, Tongzhou District (8152 3060, 
sales@expatcar.com) www.expatcar.com 通
州区梨园北街18号院

Religious Organizations & 
Places of Worship
Bet Yaakov Chabad House and Commu-
nity Center 1) Bet Yaakov Chabad Com-
munity Center, Fangyuan Xilu, next to the 
south gate of Si De Park, Chaoyang District. 
(info@chabadbeijing.cn); 2) 1/F, King’s Gar-
den Villa, 18 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8470 8238 ext 200, info@chabadbeijing.
cn) www.chabadbeijing.com 1) 朝阳区芳园西
路，四得公园南门旁; 2) 朝阳区霄云路18号京
润水上花园1层  

Supermarkets
April Gourmet Chain of stores purveying 
imported cheeses, olives and cold cuts, 
as well as staples like dried pasta, canned 
tomatoes (and beans) and cereal. Prices 
can be high for goods that can seem a bit 
shopworn. The Shunyi branch offers a small 
but constant “specials” section, which often 
features imported cookies and filter coffee. 
1) 8am-9pm. Outside South Gate of Capital 
Paradise, Shunyi District. (8046 4132); 2) 
Bldg 7, Richmond Park, 9 Fangyuan Xili, 
Chaoyang District. (8457 8116); 3) Daily 

Family Travel Directory
Hotels, Hostels and Resorts
Beijing Marriott Northeast The Beijing 
Marriott Hotel Northeast is a 5 star luxury 
hotel ideally situated in the heart of Beijing’s 
Chaoyang CBD and in close proximity to the 
city’s Third Embassy District. This newly built 
luxury hotel in Beijing, China, is connected to 
Metro Line 10, Airport Express Sanyuanqiao 
Station & Beijing Capital International Airport 
for convenient access to transportation. 
Featuring spectacular views, this Northeast 
Beijing hotel’s luxury guest rooms and suites 
meet international standards of comfort 
and technology, including 42-inch LCD TVs, 
high-speed Internet access and a full array of 
first-class amenities. With 1,600 square meters 
of meeting and banquet facilities, this 5 star 
hotel in Beijing offers breathtaking spaces for 
weddings and business meetings - as well the 
assistance of our well-trained event profes-
sionals. The hotel also offers an on-site health 
club, heated indoor pool, a full-service spa, 
and your choice of five restaurants in the mid-
dle of China’s Chaoyang CBD. 26A Xiaoyun Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5927 8888) http://www.
marriott.com/hotels/travel/bjses-beijing-mar-
riott-hotel-northeast/ 朝阳区霄云路甲26号海航
大厦万豪酒店  

Commune by The Great Wall Kempinski 
Surrounded by verdant mountains and the 
Shuiguan Great Wall, the Commune blends 
natural beauty with modern art and architec-
ture – twelve leading Asian artists designed 
the 42 villas. While eleven villas – with fanciful 
names like “Bamboo Wall” – may only be rent-
ed in full, 190 rooms and suites are also avail-
able. Before a day of hiking, parents can drop 
off their kids at the Commune of the Children, 
which offers full- and half-day programs fea-
turing swimming, storytelling, crafts and more 
(RMB 150-290). Rooms RMB 2,340-3,200; vil-
las RMB 12,500-23,380. Daily 9.30am-4.30pm. 

里16号琨莎中心一座105室  

Beijing United Family Dental, Ortho-
dontics and Implant Center Provides 
comprehensive dental services for families, 
including  cleaning, crown and bridges, 
dental implants, fillings, tooth whitening 
and more. 2 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6433 3960, 8532 1221, 6433 2345 Emer-
gency) www.ufh.com.cn 朝阳区将台路2号  

Beijing United Family Shunyi Dental 
Clinic The Beijing United Family Dental 
Clinic in Shunyi is a satellite clinic of Beijing 
United Family Hospital and Clinics. Services 
include: oral hygiene instruction, fissure 
sealant, and topical fluoride as well as re-
storative dentistry and cosmetic dentistry. 
Call for appointment.The Beijing United Fam-
ily Dental Clinic is located around the corner 
in the same shopping center as the Beijing 
United Family Clinic. This convenient loca-
tion in Pinnacle Plaza provides high quality 
family-oriented dental care including preven-
tive, restorative and cosmetic dentistry in a 
modern office. Mon-Thu 9am-7.20pm, Fri-Sat 
9am-5.30pm. 818 Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu 
Real Estate Development Zone, Shunyi 
District. (8046 1102) www.ufh.com.cn 北京
和睦家医院牙科诊所, 顺义区天竺开发区荣
祥广场818  

Beijing Vista Dental Clinic Provides com-
prehensive dental services including teeth 
cleaning, whitening, gum treatment, white 
filling, crowns and bridges, root canal treat-
ment, wisdom tooth extraction, orthodontics 
and implants. Daily 8.30am-6pm. Kerry Cen-
tre B29, 1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District, 
Chaoyang District. (vista@vista-china.net) 
www.vista-china.net 朝阳区维世达诊所，朝阳
区光华路1号北京嘉里中心B29  

IDC Dental Standing for International 
Standards, Dedicated Professionals and 
Compassionate Care, ICD is a multi-specialty 
clinic offering a broad spectrum of fam-
ily and restorative dental care. Experts in 
cosmetic makeovers and CT-guided implant 
surgeries. A certified clinic with Progressive 
Orthodontics and Beijing’s only Western-
trained root canal specialist. Multi-tier pric-
ing. IDC is a Preferred Provider with CIGNA, 
Allianz, and MediLink. Open 9:30am-6:30pm 
Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm Sat-Sun. Rm.208, 
Bldg B,Winterless Center, No.1 West Da-
wang Lu CBD/Guomao, Chaoyang District. 
(65388111, info@idcdentalbj.com) www.
idcdentalbj.com DC国际齿科中心, 朝阳区北京
市西大望路1号温特莱中心B-208  

IMC Dental Clinic IMC dental clinic has 
the longest history of any expatriate dental 
service in Beijing. Provides general, cosmetic 
and restorative treatment. English, Chinese, 
Russian are spoken. Mon-Sat 9am-5pm. 
S111, Lufthansa Center, 50 Liangmahe Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6465 1384, 6465 1328, 
marketing@imcclinics.com)  北京国际医疗中
心牙科诊所, 朝阳区亮马桥路50 号燕莎中心写
字楼1层S111  

Prenatal & Postnatal Yoga
Fine Yoga Kids’ yoga on Sundays 2-3pm. 
Daily 7am-9pm. Kids’ yoga on Sundays 
2-3pm. 16/F, Tower 2, Blue Castle Inter-
national Center, 3 Xi Dawang Lu,Chaoyang 
District, Chaoyang District. (8599 9566, 153 
0008 6931) www.fine-yoga.com 梵音瑜珈, 
朝阳区西大望路蓝堡国际中心会所  

The Yurt at BJU Body libria is a new form 
of exercise that combines tai chi, yoga and 
pilates and replaces prenatal and mother-
baby yoga classes at Beijing United Family 
Hospital. Instruction is in English. Call for 
details about class times. 2 Jiangtai Lu (at 
Beijing United Family Hospital, in the Lido 
area), Chaoyang District. (Contact 139 1050 
3032) www.unitedfamilyhospitals.com 北京
和睦家医院, 朝阳区将台路2号  

Spas
Bodhi Therapeutic Retreat A range of 

luxuriant massage options in stylish, mini-
malist surroundings. Offers aromatherapy 
massage, Thai massage, foot massage and 
Chinese body massage. Bodhi’s Chinese 
therapist is trained in TCM. Daily 11am-
12.30am. 17 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 9595) www.bodhi.com.cn 菩提会所, 
朝阳区工体北路17号  

Le Spa at River Garden Mon-Thu 
10am-10.30pm, Fri-Sun 10.30am-11pm. 
Fri-Sun 10.30am-11pm. River Garden Villas 
Clubhouse, 7 Yuyang Donglu, Houshayu, 
Chaoyang District. (8046 6558)  水漾会馆, 
朝阳区顺义区后沙峪乡西白辛庄榆阳路7号裕
京花园  

Oriental Taipan Massage and Spa This 
massage and spa combines relaxation and 
kid entertainment.  Private rooms with dvd 
players allow children to watch a film as 
adults receive foot massages. RMB 168 buys 
you 90 minutes of fabulous foot massage, 
with healthy fruit juices and snacks included. 
1) Daily 12pm-12am. Bldg 25, Central Park 
Third Phase, 6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6597 0015); 2) Daily 
11.30am-11.30pm. B/1-3F, Shuncheng Ho-
tel, 26A Financial Street, Xicheng District. 
(6621 8622); 3) Daily 12pm-12am. Rm 101, 
Bldg B, Winterless Center, 1 Xidawang Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6538 8086); 4) Daily 
12pm-12am. Sunjoy Mansion, 6 Ritan Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6502 5722); 5) Daily 
12pm-12am. B1/F, 1 Xindong Lu (next to 
Shenji Best Soup), Chaoyang District. (8532 
2177); 6) Daily 12pm-12am. 2/F, Block 9, 
Lido Place, 2A Fangyuan Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6437 6299) www.taipan.com.cn 东
方大班保健休闲会所, 1) 朝阳区朝外大街6号
新城国际公寓三期25号楼; 2) 西城区西城区
金融街甲26号顺成饭店地下1-3层; 3) 朝阳区
西大望路1号温特莱中心B座101; 4) 朝阳区日
坛路6号新族大厦院内; 5) 朝阳区新东路1号
沈记靓汤旁; 6) 朝阳区芳园西路甲2号丽都广
场9号公寓2层  

The Ritz-Carlton Spa (Financial Street) 
Weary moms should visit this spa for a 
day of decadence and beauty treatments. 
Lounge in the rooms devoted entirely to 
relaxation, try the suite with Aquatherapy 
and a Vichy shower, and sample the 11 
rooms of treatment. A variety of massages 
and an exclusive couples suite available. 
Daily 6am-11pm. B1/F, 1 Jinchengfang 
Dongjie, Financial Street, Xicheng District. 
(6629 6907) www.ritzcarlton.com/en/Proper-
ties/BeijingFinancialStreet 丽思卡尔顿水疗中
心, 西城区金城坊东街1号楼一层和底商  

Support Groups
La Leche League Information and sup-
port for breastfeeding mothers. English-
language meeting held the fourth Friday of 
every month at 1.30pm.  Chinese-language 
meetings held the second Saturday of each 
month at 10.30am. The Yurt at Beijing Unit-
ed Family Hospital. 2 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 
District, Chaoyang District. Contact Liora 
Pearlman 139 1030 6022  朝阳区北京和睦家
医院,将台路2号  

Special Child Support Group This Yahoo 
group offers a meeting place for Beijing 
parents with special-needs children. Call 
5130 3931 for info. (special_child_beijing-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com) http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/special_child_beijing/

The Nutritioneer Nutritionist Olivia Lee 
helps make eating better easier for you 
and your family. She provides a variety of 
personal and group nutrition counseling 
and coaching services, including: Group 
counseling workshops, corporate wellness 
nutrition talks; and helping individuals and 
families cope with the nutritional chal-
lenges of living in Beijing through coun-
seling, supermarket familiarization tours 
and ayi coaching.  (1581 082 2296, 
thenutritioneer@gmail.com) nutritioneer.net

8am-midnight. 1/F Jiezuo Mansion, Xingfu-
cun Zhonglu, Sanlitun, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 7970); 4) Daily 8am-9pm. 1 Sanlitun 
Beixiaojie, Chaoyang District. (8455 1245)  
绿叶子食品店, 1) 顺义区后沙峪乡白辛庄名都
园南门外; 2) 朝阳区芳园西里9号院丽都水岸会
所7号楼; 3) 朝阳区三里屯幸福村中路杰作大厦
1层; 4) 朝阳区三里屯北小街1号   

BHG Market Place Taiwan chain of upscale 
supermarkets has an extensive, albeit pricey, 
selection of goods and produce, including 
alcohol and organic products. Daily 10am-
10pm. 1) B1, Shin Kong Place, 87 Jianguo 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6530 5888); 2) 
SLG00, The Village at Sanlitun, Chaoyang 
District. (6415 8226); 3) SMM06, SOLANA 
Lifestyle Shopping Park, Chaoyang District.; 
4) B2/F, Legend Center, Dongsanhuan 
Zhonglu, Chaoyang District.  1) 朝阳区建国
路87号新光天地B1层; 2) 朝阳区三里屯Vil-
lageSLG00号商铺; 3) 朝阳区蓝色港湾国际商
区SMM06号; 4) 朝阳区东三环中路乐成中心
地下二层  

Carrefour French hypermarket offers a vast 
selection of imported wine, cheese, coffee, 
canned goods and much more. Wonderful 
variety – especially at the Guangqumenwai 
location –  but the crowds can be thick. The 
Sanyuan Qiao store offers free delivery for 
purchases over RMB 500 – order by email 
customer@carrefour.com. 1) Daily 8.30am-
10.30pm. 6B Beisanhuan Donglu (beside the 
International Exhibition Center), Chaoyang 
District. (8460 1043); 2) 8.30am-10pm. 
48 Jiukeshu Xilu, Tongzhou District. (5167 
8911 ext.55); 3) Daily 8.30am-10.30pm. 
31 Guangqu Lu, Chaoyang District. (5190 
9508); 4) Daily 8.30am-10.30pm. 56A 
Zhongguancun Plaza, Haidian District. (5172 
1516/7); 5) Daily 8am-10pm. 15, 2 Zone, 
Fangchengyuan, Fangzhuang, Fengtai Dis-
trict.; 6) Daily 8am-10pm. 54A Baishiqiao Lu 
(east of Beijing Zoo), Xicheng District. (8836 
2729); 7) Daily 8am-10pm. 11 Malian Dao, 
Xuanwu District. www.carrefour.com.cn, 
e-shop.carrefour.com 家乐福, 1) 朝阳区北三
环东路乙6号(中国国际展览中心正门旁); 2) 通
州区九棵树西路48号; 3) 朝阳区广渠路31号; 
4) 海淀区中关村广场甲56号; 5) 丰台区方庄芳
城园二区15号; 6) 西城区白石桥路甲54号; 7) 
宣武区马连道11号  

Coolbaby 1) Daily 10am-8pm. Rm 6, Bldg 
14, Dongzhimennei Dajie, Dongcheng Dis-
trict. (8407 4198); 2) Daily 10am-8pm. 52 
Gulouwai Dajie, Dongcheng District. (8411 
0547); 3) Daily 8.30am-8pm. Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Nanlu (inside the Chaoyang Park 
Tennis Center), Chaoyang District. (131 2111 
1166)  酷迪宠物超市, 1) 东城区东直门内大街
14号楼6号; 2) 东城区鼓楼外大街52号; 3) 朝
阳区朝阳公园南路1号朝阳公园网球中心内  

Jenny Lou’s These Western grocery stores 
have, along with the usual staples, fresh 
meat and cheese, unusual pasta shapes, 
unsweetened yogurt, fresh herbs … we 
could go on and on. 1) 8am-10pm. 101, Bldg 
17, Central Park International Apartments, 
Chaoyang District. (6533 6792); 2) Daily 
8am-10pm. Laiguangying Donglu (opposite 
Heping Hospital), Chaoyang District. (8470 
1557); 3) Daily 8am-10pm. Bldg 4, Jianwai 
Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (5869 2253); 4) Daily 8am-9pm. 
Inside East Lake Villa Clubhouse, Chaoyang 
District. (6467 8018); 5) Daily 8am-midnight. 
4 Ritan Beilu (opposite to Fancaodi Primary 
School), Chaoyang District. (8563 0626); 
6) Daily 8am-10pm. 6 Sanlitun Beixiaojie, 
Chaoyang District. (6461 6928); 7) Daily 
8am-midnight. South of Chaoyang Park’s 
West Gate, Chaoyang District. (6501 6249) 
www.jennylou.com.cn 婕妮璐, 1) 朝阳区新
城国际17号楼101; 2) 朝阳区来广营东路和平医
院对面; 3) 朝阳区东三环中路39号建外Soho4号
楼; 4) 朝阳区东湖别墅会所里; 5) 朝阳区日坛
北路4号（芳草地小学对面）; 6) 朝阳区三里屯
北小街6号; 7) 朝阳区朝阳公园西门南侧  

Lee Pet PetSmart, America’s largest retailer 
of pet products and services, operates on 
this side of the globe under the name Lee 
Pet. Its Chaowai Soho branch is now Bei-

jing’s largest pet store, offering not only a 
diverse range of imported products, but also 
in-house grooming (RMB 20-50), photog-
raphy (from RMB 100) and kennel services 
(from RMB 50/day). 1) Mon-Fri 10am-9pm, 
Sat-Sun 10am-9.30pm. 3/F, Unit 3097, Bldg 
A, Chaowai Soho, 6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (Lee Pet); 2) Bldg 4, 
Landgent Chateau, Guangqu Lu, Chaoyang 
District, Chaoyang District. (8776 9602); 3) 
Rm 4119, 4F, Golden Resources Shopping 
Mall,1 Yuanda Lu, Haidian District, Haidian 
District. (8887 0706) www.leepet.com 乐
宠, 1) 朝阳区朝阳门外大街6号朝外SOHO A座
3层3097; 2) 朝阳区广渠路33号石韵浩庭04号楼
04底商; 3) 海淀区乐宠金源新燕莎MALL店,海
淀区远大路1号金源燕莎购物中心4层西侧4119（
停车楼4层E28口）  

Sanyuanli Market This excellent market is 
where many western restaurants and inter-
national grocery stores buy wholesale; it is 
also a dear friend to many amateur chefs. 
Many of the items available at Sanyuanli 
are difficult to find elsewhere in Beijing. 
There are exotic fruits and vegetables like 
mangoes, star fruit, lemongrass, brussel 
sprouts and porcini; fresh seafood; cheeses; 
fresh herbs and imported condiments like 
herbs, thyme, oregano, rosemary, parsley 
and fish sauce; frozen goods like burritos, 
pies and berries; and dry goods like coffee, 
beans, spices and pasta, bulk chocolate. The 
prices can be very wholesale-like, but these 
vendors know they are popular with foreign-
ers and quote their prices accordingly. A half 
kilo of mint only costs RMB 7, and RMB 30 
can get you a good-sized bag of basil. Daily 
5am-7pm. Shunyuan Jie (opposite Jingke-
long Supermarket, west of Sanyuan Dong-
qiao), Chaoyang District. 三源里市场, 朝阳区
顺源街（三元东桥往西京客隆超市对面）

Wal-Mart The big box retailer you know and 
love (or know and hate). Drum up a little 
odium as you cruise the uncharacteristically 
wide aisles looking for low, low prices on 
home decorating items along with grocer-
ies, clothing, electronics, sporting goods and 
more. Daily 7.30am-10.30pm. 1) B1-2/F A48 
Zhichun Lu, Haidian District. (5873 3666); 
2) Fuzhuohuayuan Plaza, Xuanwai Dajie, 
Xuanwu District. (6316 8905); 3) B1/F, Block 
B, Wanda Plaza, 93 Jianguo Road, Chaoyang 
District. (5960 3566) 沃尔玛超市, 1) 海淀区
知春路甲48号地下1-2层; 2) 宣武区宣外大街
富卓花园广场; 3) 朝阳区建国路93号万达广
场B座 B1层  

World Health Store 1) Mon-Fri 10.30am-
8pm, Sat-Sun 10amâ€“7.30pm. Rm 2152, 
1st Floor, Section A, North Tower, Soho 
Shangdu, 8 Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (5900 2209, info@worldhealthstore.
com.cn); 2) Mon-Thur 10am-8pm, Fri & 
Sat 10.30am.8.30pm, Sun 10.30am-8pm. 
R09A, LB1, Euro Plaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, 
Tianzhu Zhen, Shunyi District. (8046 2524, 
info@worldhealthstore.com.cn) www.world-
healthstore.com.cn 世界健康品店, 1) 朝阳区
东大桥路8号SOHO尚都北塔A座一层2152; 2) 顺
义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场地下一层09A  

Veterinarians
Baolaifu Animal Hospital Daily 9am-9pm. 
Inside the swimming venue (200m east 
of the south gate of Worker’s Stadium), 
Worker’s Stadium, Gongti Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District. (6593 6074/6593 1344)  宝来富动物
医院, 朝阳区工体南路工人体育馆游泳场（工体
南门向东200米）  

Beijing Entry/Exit Inspection & Quaran-
tine Bureau Mon-Fri 8.30-11.30am, 1.30-
4pm. 2/F, 7 Beisanhuan Zhonglu (300 meters 
West of An Hua Qiao, on the north side of the 
street), Chaoyang District (6204 9631, 6237 
1359, callers should ask to be transferred)  北
京出入境检验检疫局, 朝阳区北三环中路7 号二
层（安华桥往西三百米路北）  

Chaoyang District Center for Animal 
Disease Control 1) Daily 9am- 9pm. Nan 
Hejiafen, Shuangqiao, Chaoyang District, 
Chaoyang District. (8536 1301); 2) Daily 

9am-9pm. Nongguang Nanli, Dongsanhuan 
Fulu, Chaoyang District. (6735 8970); 3) Daily 
24 hours. A8 Tuanjiehu Beisantiao, Chaoyang 
District. (8597 5507); 4) Daily 9am-9pm. 
Administration office: 150m southwest of 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Qiao, Chaoyang District. 
(6508 3873, 6500 2890) 朝阳区动物疫病预防
控制中心, 1) 朝阳区双桥南何家坟; 2) 朝阳区
东三环辅路农光南里; 3) 朝阳区团结湖北三条
甲八号; 4) 朝阳区朝阳公园桥西南150米  

China Inspection and Quarantine C11 
Jianxiang Villa, A1 Huayanbeili, Chaoyang 
District. (english@ciq.org.cn) http://en.ciqcid.
com/ 朝阳区华严北里甲1号健翔山庄C11座  

Guan Shang Animal Hospital Daily 
8.30am-10.30pm. 1/F, 7 North Third Ring 
Road (300 meters West of An Hua Qiao, 
on the north side of the street), Chaoyang 
District. (6237 1359 ext 8037, 6205 1944 ext 
8037 Chinese only)  北京观赏动物医院, 朝
阳区北三环中路7 号一层（安华桥往西三百米
路北）  

International Center for Veterinary 
Services (ICVS) ICVS is a professionally 
managed and affordable full service inter-
national standard animal hospital and pet 
care facility. All doctors are legally licensed in 
the PRC. Services include internal medicine, 
hospitalization, spay/neuter, soft tissue and 
orthopedic surgeries, dentistry, dermatology, 
blood tests, laboratory diagnostics, X-rays, 
ultrasound, legal vaccinations, prescription 
pet foods, behavior counseling and obedience 
training, import/export advice, pet adop-
tion counseling and more. Boarding kennel, 
grooming salon, SAFE pet foods & pet shop 
available. All services in Mandarin and Eng-
lish. Licensed rabies vaccinations for export. 
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm; Sun 10am-7pm (by 
appointment). Kent Center, 29 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Anjialou (shares a courtyard with China 
Culture Center), Chaoyang District. (8456 
1939/1940/1941, ICVS_CHINA@yahoo.com) 
www.ICVSASIA.com 北京新天地国际动物医院, 
朝阳区安家楼亮马桥路29号肯特中心院子内  

mailto:haitao1188@live.cn
mailto
http:/


84 beijingkids Home and Relocation Guide   2011

d
irecto

ries

85Home and Relocation Guide   2011             beijingkids

D
ir

ec
to

ri
es

The Shuiguan Great Wall exit on the Badaling 
Expressway, Yanqing County. (8118 1888 ext 
5706) www.commune.com.cn 长城脚下的公社, 
延庆县八达岭高速路水关长城出口  

Crowne Plaza Beijing Popular with tourists 
and foreigners adopting kids in China, the 
recently renovated Crowne Plaza’s appeal lies 
chiefly in its location just north of the main 
Wangfujing drag and within walking distance 
of the Forbidden City and Tian’anmen. Rooms 
overlooking the streets are preferable to those 
on the atrium. RMB 2,760-6,610. 48 Wangfu-
jing Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6513 3388) 
www.crowneplaza.com 国际艺苑皇冠假日酒店, 
东城区王府井大街48号  

Hilton Beijing Located along the east Third 
Ring Road, the Hilton Beijing offers easy ac-
cess to Sanlitun, the CBD and the embassy 
district, as well as the Airport Expressway. 
Experience a higher realm of pampering and 
prestige with exclusivity, personalized service 
and upgraded amenities in the newly built 
nine-story Executive Tower and relax in the 
Executive Lounge. There are also 12 meeting 
rooms, as well as a fully equipped Business 
Center. Also has five restaurants and bars, 
including Pan-Asian cooking at Elements 
restaurant, contemporary American cuisine in 
One East or creative cocktails in Zeta Bar. Daily 
24hrs.. 1 Dongfang Lu, Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. (5865 5000) http://www1.
hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/BJSHITW-Hilton-
Beijing-hotel/index.do 北京希尔顿酒店, 朝阳区
东三环北路东方路1号  

Hilton Beijing Capital Airport Just minutes 
after clearing Customs you could be taking 
a snooze in your room, attending a business 
meeting or relaxing in the spa. This stylish 
departure from typical airport hotels offers 
five-star comforts and unique convenience 
for people in transit, business travelers, trade 
fair visitors and event organizers. One minute 
away from Terminal 3 by 24-hour hotel free 
airport shuttle bus,  the city center just 16 
minutes away by direct rail, and the most 
popular tourist sites within a 40-minute drive, 
it’s also the perfect base for tourists. Termi-
nal 3, Beijing Capital International Airport, 
Chaoyang District. (6458 8888) http://www1.
hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/BJSCAHI-Hilton-
Beijing-Capital-Airport/index.do 朝阳区北京首
都机场三号航站楼  

Hilton Beijing Wangfujing “Recently voted 
the ‘World’s Leading Lifestyle Hotel’ for the 
second year running at the prestigious World 
Travel Awards, the Hilton Beijing Wangfujing 
hotel offers some of the largest hotel rooms in 
the city.Set in the heart of Beijing’s shopping 
district, indulge in some retail therapy or visit 
nearby Beijing attractions. The iconic Tianan-
men Square is just a ten minute walk from 
the hotel. After a busy day sightseeing, treat 
yourself to a holistic massage in the hotel’s 
Spa, swim laps of the rooftop pool or work 
out in the fitness center.Hold a conference in 
one of the 8 fully equipped meeting rooms 
then relax and enjoy stunning city views in the 
Executive Lounge or take advantage of the 
hotel’s Business Center. Sample delicious Ma-
canese cuisine at Vasco’s restaurant or sip an 
expertly mixed cocktail in stylish Flames bar at 
the Hilton Beijing Wangfujing hotel.” 89 Wang-
fujing Dongjie, Dongcheng District. (5812 
8888) http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/ho-
tel/BJSWFHI-Hilton-Beijing-Wangfujing/index.
do 东城区北京王府井希尔顿酒店  

Holiday Inn Lido If you were so inclined, you 
could live for days cloistered within the subur-
ban Lido compound that is home to a super-
market, Watson’s drugstore, ATM, restaurants, 
Starbucks, hair salon, bowling center, tennis 
courts, apartments and corporate offices. Its 
proximity to the airport makes it an obvious 
choice for business travelers and airline crews, 
but it is a bit far from most tourist sites. 
RMB 1,250-2,030. 6 Jiangtai Lu, Jichang Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6437 6688) http://beijing-
lido.holiday-inn.com 北京丽都假日酒店, 朝阳区
机场路将台路6号  

Kempinski Hotel Located in the heart of Bei-

jing’s central diplomatic and business district, 
the Kempinski Hotel Beijing boasts a blend of 
European style with elements of Beijing’s rich 
cultural history. In addition to 526 guestrooms 
and suites, including four executive floors and 
eight no-smoking floors, the hotel also has 
eight fully equipped banqueting/conference 
facilities accommodating up to 1,300 people. 
The hotel also has seven restaurants and bars, 
including the Paulaner Bräuhaus boasting the 
city’s finest Bavarian food and micro-brewed 
beer, and Kempi Deli, renowned for its gour-
met European cakes and pastries. On the 18th 
floor overlooking Beijing’s skyline is the swim-
ming pool of Pulse Health Club, which also 
includes a fitness centre, tennis courts and 
squash courts.The Kempinski also manages 
a neighbouring eight-storey complex offer-
ing 12,500 square metres of office space, 42 
shops and showrooms and 170 fully furnished 
one to four bedroom apartments. Facing the 
Liang Ma River, the complex also contains a 
24-hour serviced international medical centre, 
dental clinics and fully equipped children’s 
park and nursery. Beijing Lufthansa Center, 
50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 
3388) www.kempinski.com/beijing 凯宾斯基饭
店, 朝阳区亮马桥路50号  

Langham Place Beijing Capital Airport 
Langham Place Beijing Capital Airport boasts 
“372 spacious, stylish guest rooms and 
suites;” dining options, including Ming Court 
and Fuel Bar and Grill; a location just one 
minute from Beijing Capital Airport Terminal 3; 
a 24-hour gym and cardio studio; 22 function 
rooms, including a ballroom and various multi-
purpose rooms; and the 24-hour private Club 
L Lounge offering “two floors of sleek luxury 
and an intimate, upscale vibe.” 1 Er Jing Lu, 
Terminal 3 Capital International Airport, Shunyi 
District. (6457 5555) http://beijingairport.
langhamplacehotels.com/ 顺义区首都机场1号
航站楼

Peninsula Beijing Located near Wangfujing 
and Tian’anmen Square, this award-winning 
hotel has rooms with hardwood floors, Chinese 
rugs, elegant furniture and 42-inch plasma 
TVs. Its fusion cuisine and funky open-plan 
design have won Jing, one of the hotel’s res-
taurants, favorable reviews. The Peninsula’s 
shopping arcade is home to such fashion 
royalty as Dior, Chanel and Hermes. The hotel 
can also arrange hutong tours with a Tsinghua 
University professor and visits to unrestored 
sections of the Great Wall. RMB 1,388-50,000. 
8 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfujing, Dongcheng Dis-
trict. (8516 2888) www.peninsula.com 王府半
岛酒店, 东城区王府井金鱼胡同8号  

Raffles Hotel Beijing Ideally situated at the 
crossroads of famous Chang An Avenue and 
the district of Wangfujing, Raffles Beijing Hotel 
is in the heart of the prestigious business 
and commercial districts and a few minutes 
from the mystical Forbidden City, historical 
Tiananmen Square, the Silk Market and other 
famous sights. It is also a short 15-minute 
walk from Beijing railway station and less than 
five minutes from Wangfujing subway station. 
Raffles Beijing Hotel epitomises elegance and 
exclusivity, as guests luxuriate in 171 beauti-
fully appointed guest rooms and suites, which 
are some of the most expansive and decadent 
in Beijing. The inimitable Raffles experience is 
taken a step further with sumptuous culinary 
creations to delight every palate, state-of-
the-art meeting and banquet facilities and a 
Fitness Centre complete with its own indoor 
swimming pool. 33 Dong Chang’an Dajie, 
Dongcheng District. (6526 3388) http://www.
raffles.com/en_ra/property/rbj, http://www.
raffles.com/en_ra/property/rbj 东城区东长安
大街33号  

Red Capital Club Residence A stay in this 
stylish boutique hotel located in a 200-year-old 
courtyard home is a memorable experience. 
There are only five suites, decorated with 
carefully chosen antiques and furniture used 
by China’s top leaders in the 1950s. Other 
decorative flourishes include birdcages, porce-
lain figurines and stained glass ceilings in the 
bathrooms. A former bomb shelter has been 

Fun Stuff Directory
Animal Attractions
Beijing Zoo The conditions for the animals 
in the zoo and the behavior of some local 
patrons may upset animal lovers. However, 
things are improving, as the new chimpanzee 
and panda houses testify, and most kids will 
be oblivious to the zoo’s shortcomings and 
enjoy the vast collection of animals and the 
leafy compound, which was the former private 
garden of a Qing dynasty aristocrat. Apr-Oct: 
RMB 15, RMB 8 (students). Nov-Mar: RMB 
10, RMB 5 (students), free (kids under 1.2m). 
RMB 5 for Panda House. Daily 7.30am-5pm 
(winter), 7.30am-6pm (summer). 137 Baishi-
qiao Lu, Xizhimenwai Dajie, Haidian District. 
(6831 4411) www.bjzoo.com 北京动物园, 海
淀区西外大街白石桥路137号  

Blue Zoo Beijing Not to be confused with 
either the Beijing Aquarium or the Beijing 
Zoo, the Blue Zoo is actually an aquarium with 
an enormous coral reef tank containing eels, 
tuna, shark, stingrays and (we swear we’re 
not making this up) the occasional underwater 
marriage ceremony. RMB 90, RMB 60 (kids un-
der 12 years old), free (kids under 1m). Daily 
8am-7.30pm (summer), daily 8.30am-6.30pm 
(winter). Workers’ Stadium South Gate, 
Chaoyang District. (6591 3397) www.blue-zoo.
com 富国海底世界, 朝阳区工人体育场南门  

Concert Hall & Theaters
China Puppet Theater The theater puts 
on shows every Saturday and Sunday at 
10.30am. RMB 50-100/show. 1A Anhua Xili, 
Beisanhuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6425 4847, 
6424 3698) www.puppetchina.com 中国木偶剧
院， 朝阳区工人体育馆南门

Mega Box 1) B1/F, Sanlitun Village South, 19 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6417 6118); 
2) 3/F, Area C, Zhongguancun Mall (West of 
Dinghao Mall), Haidian District. (5986 3777) 
www.imegabox.com 美嘉欢乐影城, 1) 朝阳区
三里屯路19号三里屯Village南区地下1层; 2) 海淀
区中关村广场购物中心C区三层（鼎好西侧）  

Penghao Theater 35 Dongmianhua Hutong 
(south gate of the Central Academy of Drama, 
between Nanluogu  Xiang and Jiaodaokou 
Nandajie), Dongcheng District. (6400 6452/72) 
蓬蒿剧场, 东城区东棉花胡同35号(中央戏剧学院
南门, 南锣鼓巷和交道口南大街之间)  

Poly Theatre Holds music performances 
all year round. Poly Plaza, 14 Dongzhimen 
Nandajie, Dongcheng District. (6500 1188 ext 
5126/5127) www.polytheatre.com 保利剧院, 
东城区东直门南大街14号保利大厦1层  

Saga Cinema SA-42, Solana, 6 Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (5905 6868) 
www.sagacinema.com 传奇时代影城, 朝阳区朝
阳公园路6号蓝色港湾商业区SA-42  

Excursions
Fragrant Hills Park (Xiangshan) Daily 
6am-6pm (winter), 6am-6.30pm (summer). 
RMB 10, RMB 5 (students). Xiangshan, Haidian 
District. (6259-1155) 香山公园, 海淀区香山  

The Schoolhouse at Mutianyu This reno-
vated elementary school proves there is more 
to Mutianyu than just the Great Wall. Located 
90mins northeast of Beijing (via Jingcheng 
expressway)  and offering a restaurant with 
fresh local ingredients, art glass studio and 
art room and is a creative way for the fam-
ily to escape the city. Daily 7-10am, 3-5pm. 
Mutianyu Village (for detailed directions see 
website), Huairou District. (6162 6506) www.
theschoolhouseatmutianyu.com 慕田峪小园餐
厅, 怀柔区慕田峪 (具体路线请查看网站信息)  

Museums & Education
Beijing Planetarium Thanks to a RMB 300 
million facelift, the once retro planetarium now 
boasts state of the art facilities. The SGI Dig-
ital Universe Theater takes patrons on a tour 
of the cosmos with six Carl Zeiss laser projec-
tors that simulate the movement of stars and 
constellations. You can also travel through 
time in the 4-D theater, where you strap on a 
pair of goggles and watch a multidimensional 
film about the creation of the solar system and 
evolution of life on earth, replete with snarling 
T-Rexes and saber-toothed tigers. Other draws 
include the 3D space shuttle simulator and a 
cool exhibit about the sun. The new exhibition 
hall: RMB 10 (RMB 7 for students); GI Digital 
Universe Theater: RMB 45, RMB 35 (students); 
4-D Theater: RMB 30, RMB 20 (students); 3D 
Space Shuttle Simulator: RMB 30, RMB 20 
(students). Wed-Fri 9.30am-3.30pm (last tick-
et 3pm), Sat-Sun 9.30am-4.30pm (last ticket 
4pm). 138 Xizhimenwai Dajie, Xicheng District. 
(6835 2453, 6831 2517) www.bjp.org.cn 北京
天文馆新馆, 西城区西直门外大街138号  

Butterfly Valley The Seven-Color Butterfly 
Park has prepared many spring and summer 
activities for citizens in the capital, includ-
ing a scientific exhibition about butterflies, 
a “butterfly valley” where visitors can see 
butterflies up close, even with them resting 
on their shoulders, and activities designed 
for children to make pictures using butterfly 
wings. Daily 9am-4.30pm. North of Baima Lu, 
Nanlangzhong Village, Gaoliying Town, Shunyi 
District. (8942 2400/2119) http://www.7cbp.
com/ 七彩蝶, 顺义区高丽营镇南郎中村，白
马路北侧  

Capital Museum Two hundred meters east 
of Muxidi subway station lies the Capital 

Museum. This six-story building houses 11 
exhibition halls displaying ancient Chinese 
art: bronze statues, jade utensils, ancient cal-
ligraphy and paintings, restored old Beijing city 
views and precious relics of old Beijing operas. 
Two temporary exhibition halls on the first 
floor and basement level display artistic and 
cultural exhibits from around the world. Free. 
Reservation is necessary. Temporary exhibi-
tions are charged. Audio self-guided tours in 
Chinese and English available for rent at the 
entrance. Tue-Sun 9am-5pm. 16 Fuxingmen-
wai Dajie, Xicheng District. (6337 0491/2) 
www.capitalmuseum.org.cn 首都博物馆, 西城
区复兴门外大街 16号  

China Science and Technology Museum 
An oasis of educational fun. Featuring hands-
on exhibits, robots, optical illusions, IMAX 
films (in Chinese only) and more, this museum 
is popular with school-age kids, but is not as 
cutting edge as the planetarium or ExploraS-
cience. There’s a vast, well-equipped indoor 
play area on the third and fourth floors of 
Building B, which can be mobbed by rugrats, 
so exercise common sense about when to 
visit. RMB 30, RMB 15 (students), free (kids 
under 1.2m); Building B: RMB 30, RMB 20 
(students), free (kids under 1.2m). Tue-Sun 
9am-4.30pm, extended hours for special 
events (ticket selling 8.30am- 3.30pm). 1 
Beisanhuan Zhonglu (Beisanhuan at Anhua 
Qiao – look for the geodesic dome), Xicheng 
District. (6237 1177 ext 3216) www.cstm.org.
cn 中国科技馆, 西城区北三环中路1号  

Sony ExploraScience Kids of all ages are 
sure to love this technologically sophisticated 
museum’s host of interactive displays, includ-
ing robotic dogs who play soccer, musical 
sculptures, sound and light distortion ma-
chines, soap bubble rings and much more. 
The staff regularly host live science shows in 
Chinese. RMB 30 (adults), RMB 20 (students), 
free (kids under 1.2m); buy your tickets at 
the museum booth outside the park’s south 
or east gates and you won’t have to buy park 
tickets as well. Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm, Sat-
Sun 9am-6.30pm, closed on second Mon and 
Tue of each month. Inside Chaoyang Park 
(near the south gate), Chaoyang District. 
(6501 8800) www.explorascience.com.cn 索尼
探梦, 朝阳区朝阳公园里（南门）  

The Magic Bean House The Magic Bean 
House is the first American-designed Children’s 
Museum  in China. Exhibits include Tale of 
Magic Bean, Fantasy Forest,  Green Foods, 
Bricks and Blocks, Car Service, World of 
Water,  Experimental Hall, Toddler Land, Art 
Gallery and more. RMB 80 (kids aged 2 to 8), 
RMB (babies from 6 to 24 months) RMB 40 
(adults). Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; San-Sun 9am-
8pm. 7 Chaoyang Park Xilu, Chaoyang District, 
Chaoyang District. www.magicbeanhouse.com 
豆豆家科技馆, 朝阳区朝阳公园西路7号  

Ullens Center for Contemporary Art 
(UCCA) RMB 15 (adults). Free on Thursdays.
Free for students and children under 1.3 
meters Tue-Sun 10am-7pm. 798 Dashanzi Art 
District, 4 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8459 9269) www.ucca.org.cn 尤伦斯当代艺术
中心, 朝阳区酒仙桥路4号大山子艺术区  

Parks & Gardens
Botanical Garden and Wofosi With a 
state-of-the-art green-house and the largest 
plant collection in China, the Beijing Botanical 
Garden, located in western Beijing next to 
the Frangrant Hills, has a whole day’s worth 
of flora. The highlight is the artificial jungle 
inside the greenhouse, with orchids, tropical 
trees and cacti. The sprawling grounds also 
contain Wofo Si, the Reclining Buddha Temple. 
RMB 5 (addional RMB 5 for Wofo Si). Gardens: 
Daily 6am-7pm (summer); 7am-5pm (winter). 
Temple and greenhouse: Daily 8am-4.30pm 
(summer); 8.30am-4.30pm (winter). Wofo Si 
Lu, Xiangshan, Haidian District. Wofo Si Lu, 
Xiangshan, Haidian District. (6259 1283)  北京
植物园和卧佛寺, 海淀区海淀区香山卧佛寺路  

Chaoyang Park Kitschy but fun. Kids can kick 
or throw a ball on the big grass field near the 

entrance, and the concrete podiums beyond 
are tree-free kite flying zones. There’s lots of 
room to stroll, a range of boating options, a 
handsome merry-go-round and many rides 
including a roller coaster, flying dinosaurs, 
bumper cars, sky swings and several large 
inflatable castles. On top of all this, Sony 
ExploraScience is also located in the park. The 
outdoor pool is a great place to while away a 
summer afternoon and winters see a make-
shift ski slope go up near the west gate – thrill 
seekers can rent skis and inter tubes onsite. 
The delightful northwestern section of the 
park includes a lake, flower beds and grassy 
expanses where families can enjoy a picnic. 
RMB 5, RMB 2.5 (students), free for kids under 
1.2m. Daily 6am-10pm (last entry at 9pm). 
1 Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6506 
5409) www.sun-park.com 朝阳公园, 朝阳区农
展馆南路1号  

Ditan Park When it’s not being used as an 
exhibition space, the park’s centenarian cy-
press provide nice shade in summer, making it 
a pleasant destination for an urban picnic. The 
children’s activities are concentrated in the 
north end and include a go-cart track, bouncy 
castle, merry-go-round and abrasively loud 
electronic games. There’s also a fishing stream 
with magnetic fish for toddlers and a goldfish 
pond. Note that the Ditan Ice Arena, where 
you can teach your brood how to curl, is just 
east of the park’s north gate. The area outside 
the south gate is popular with kite masters. 
RMB 2, RMB 1 (students). Daily 6am-9pm. 
A2, Andingmenwai Dajie, Dongcheng District. 
(6421 4657) www.dtpark.com 地坛公园, 东城
区安定门外大街甲2号  

Ritan Park The CBD’s “lungs,” Ritan Park 
packs a surprising amount of child-friendly 
stuff into a limited space: the playground 
area includes an inflatable playhouse, large 
trampolines, a mechanical bull, a merry-
go-round with Technicolor unicorns and an 
infrequently washed indoor playhouse. Other 
attractions include the fishing pond, climbing 
wall and mini-golf – the latter attracts few 
customers, so don’t worry about triple-bogey-
ing each hole. The altar is a great place to 
watch weathered gentlemen fly kites. If you 
need a snack, Schindler’s Filling Station, the 
Stone Boat Bar and Xiheyaju all have terraces 
opening onto the park. Free. Daily 6am-8pm 
(summer), daily 6.30am-8pm (winter). 6 Ritan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (8561 6301) 日坛公
园, 朝阳区日坛北路6号  

Si’de Park This Lido-area park boasts plenty 
that will keep the young’uns amused, including 
an inflated castle, indoor funhouse, outdoor 
playground, merry-go-round, football pitches, 
a rollerblading rink, and fishing pond. A cir-
cular walking track is popular with morning 
walkers – if you can get the crew out the door 
early enough, have fun watching the tai chi 
practioners. Free. Daily 6am-9pm. Jiangtai 
Xilu, Chaoyang District. (6438 6093) 四得公园, 
朝阳区将台西路  

Summer Palace (Yiheyuan) The crowds 
that cluster predictably around the buildings 
and ruins in this imperial abode may dissuade 
you from visiting with the kids, especially on a 
spring day in cherry blossom season. The key 
to a happy family outing is to explore the little 
known corners of this vast park. Walk around 
the far lakes, rent a boat and then sit in the 
shade of a weeping willow and enjoy a picnic. 
RMB 30 (Apr-Oct), RMB 20 (Nov-Mar), stu-
dents half price. Daily 6.30am-8pm (last ticket 
6pm); 7am-7pm (Nov-Mar: last ticket 5pm). 
Yiheyuan Lu, Haidian District. (6288 1144) 颐
和园, 海淀区颐和园路  

Places
Beidong Floriculture Garden Find plants, 
seeds, garden ornaments, pots and related 
curios. Daily 8.30am-6.30pm (summer); 9am-
5.30pm (winter). 150m south of Sundahe 
Qiao, Jingshun Lu, Shunyi District, Shunyi 
District. (8459 3093)  孙和大北东花艺苑, 顺义
区京顺路孙大河桥南150米  

Capital Library Daily 9am-7.30pm. 88 Dong-

converted into a bar where one can view films 
from the Cultural Revolution while puffing 
on a Cuban cigar and sipping on a Mao Tai. 
Not easy to find: look for the red door with a 
number “9” on it. USD 150-190. 9 Dongsi Liu-
tiao, Dongcheng District. (8403 5308) www.
redcapitalclub.com.cn 新红资客栈, 东城区东
四六条9号  

Ritz-Carlton Beijing, Financial Street 
Another top-range hotel on Beijing’s “Wall 
Street.” With a striking glass and chrome exte-
rior, the hotel boasts 253 guest rooms appoint-
ed with flat screen TVs, cordless phones and 
high-speed Internet and fax connections. The 
hotel features three restaurants (including the 
award-winning Cepe) and a lounge and bar 
serving Chinese, Italian and all-day cuisines. 
RMB 1,500-48,000. 1 Jinchengfang Dongjie, 
Financial Street, Xicheng District, Xicheng 
District. (6601 6666) www.ritzcarlton.com 北京
丽嘉饭店, 西城区金融街金城坊东街1号  

The Schoolhouse at Mutianyu Daily 7-
10am, 3-5pm. Mutianyu Village (for detailed 
directions see website), Huairou District. (6162 
6506) www.theschoolhouseatmutianyu.com 
慕田峪小园餐厅, 怀柔区慕田峪 (具体路线请查
看网站信息)  

Shangri-La Hotel Haidian District’s most 
upscale hotel is distinguished by its gorgeous 
garden, spacious rooms and arguably the west 
side’s fanciest bar (Cloud 9). Cafe Cha serves 
a bountiful buffet, with an accent on pan-Asian 
specialties – wear your stretch pants. RMB 
1,208-15,000. 29 Zizhuyuan Lu, at Xisan-
huan Lu, Haidian District. (6841 2211) www.
shangri-la.com 北京香格里拉饭店, 海淀区西三
环紫竹院路29号  

Templeside Deluxe Hutong House Hotel 2 
Baitaxiang, Zhaodengyu Lu, Xicheng District. 
(6617 2571)  西城区赵登禹路白塔巷2号  

The Ritz-Carlton Old World elegance, plush 
comfort – everything you’d expect from this 
hallowed name, including impeccable restau-
rants such as the internationally themed Aro-
ma and Yu (Cantonese/Sichuan). An in-house 
wedding chapel sets this hotel apart, but the 
109sqm executive suites with innovatively 
partitioned living and entertaining quarters 
are where the Ritz really shines. Rooms RMB 
1,650-2,650. China Central Place, 83A Jianguo 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5908 8888) 北京丽嘉酒
店, 朝阳区华贸中心建国路甲83号  

The Westin Beijing Chaoyang Fantastic 
location and first class amenities make the 
Westin Chaoyang one of Beijing’s premiere 
luxury hotels. All 550 guest rooms and suites 
are oversized and feature quality contem-
porary furnishings including the signature 
Heavenly Bed® and rainforest shower as 
well as wireless High Speed Internet Access. 
The Westin Executive Club Floor guest rooms 
and suites provide the ultimate comfort and 
convenience.The Heavenly Spa by Westin™ 
offers a range of treatments for the renewal 
of the body, soul, and mind. Facilities include 
an indoor pool, hydrotherapy centre, and 
WestinWORKOUT® gym. The business centre, 
located on Level 3, provides secretarial and 
business support while the gift shop features a 
selection of premium souvenirs and gift items.
Find a journey of culinary delights and mo-
ments to savor in our restaurants, bars, and 
lounges as you enjoy offerings from China, 
Europe, and Asia. With a total of 1,100 square 
meters of function space, our hotel has the 
capacity to accommodate events of various 
sizes. The Jinmao Ballroom and seven meeting 
rooms feature the latest in audiovisual tech-
nology and five-star service. 7 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8888) 金茂北京
威斯汀大饭店, 朝阳区东三环北路7号  

Travel Agencies
Beijing Citybus Tour Service Daily 9am-
8pm. Rm 1207, Scitech Tower, 22 Jianguomen-
wai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (400 650 0760) 
www.citybustour.com 北京赛笛芭诗城市观光旅
行社, 朝阳区建国门外大街22号赛特大厦1207室  

Beijing Easy Travel Travel service with 

a decade of experience offering domestic 
and international packages to foreigners in 
Beijing. 1/F, Boutique 17, Hairun Interna-
tional Apartment, 2B Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5126 7266, rsvn@easytravel.cn, 
easytravelbj@yahoo.com) www.easytravel.cn 
朝阳区将台路乙2号海润国际公寓商业1-17  

Beijing Hikers Hikes in rural villages near 
Beijing. Call for info on hikes and what to 
bring. Prices may vary for overnight hikes; 
weekend hikes are RMB 250/300 (adult), 
half price for children under 12, including 
round-trip transport, snacks and beverages 
after the hike, detailed map of the route and 
professional guides. Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. Rm 
601, Bldg 2, Xinhualian Ligang, 26 Jiuxianqiao 
Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. (6432 2786, 
info@beijinghikers.com) www.beijinghikers.
com 朝阳区酒仙桥中路26号新华联丽港2号楼
601室  

BJS Holiday Daily 9.30am-6.30pm. Shop 800, 
Pinnacle Plaza (opposite to the Euro Village), 
Shunyi District. (8046 3199, travel@bjs.com.
cn) www.bjs.com.cn 顺义区荣祥广场800号（欧
陆小镇对面）  

China Culture Center (CCC) From its Beijing 
headquarters, the Chinese Culture Club plans 
and organizes a diverse range of trips and 
cultural events (lectures, tours, courses, etc.) 
for those who wish to better understand and 
experience China, including a range of family-
friendly programs. Kent Center, 29 Anjialou, 
Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (6432 
9341/1041, info@chinaculturecenter.org) 
www.chinaculturecenter.org 朝阳区亮马桥路
29号安家楼肯特中心院内  

China Holidays Tour operator with over 13 
years’ experience in dealing exclusively with 
China. Specializes in creating itineraries that 
are tailored to show you the very best that 
China has to offer. A1108, Nanxincang Busi-
ness Tower, 22A Dongsishitiao, Dongcheng 
District. (6409 6567, contact@chinaholidays.
com) www.chinaholidays.com 东城区东四十条
甲22号南新仓商务大厦A1108  

China Travel Service CTS, has over 100 
branches around the world and has ranked 
first in China’s Top 100 International Travel 
Agencies for successive years. 28-31/F Bldg 
A, 38 Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(400 811 6666) www.chinatravelsolution.com 
中国旅行社总社有限公司, 朝阳区东三环北路
38号院1号楼28-31层  

CnAdventure Offer treks to K2, Mt. Everest 
and Mt.  Muztag-Ata, Great Wall Hiking/Camp-
ing, Inner Mongolia Horse-riding, Silk Road, 
4WD Tibet and adventure tours all over China. 
Sightseeing tours to Xian, Pingyao, Datong, 
Guilin and Chengde. Room 208-F, Daxiang 
Touzi Building, 1A Dongbinhe Lu, Dongcheng 
District. (5166 9102, assistant@cnadventure.
com) www.cnadventure.com 太和旅行社, 东城
区东滨河路甲1号大象投资大厦208-F  

Country Holidays Travel English-speaking 
tour consultants specializing in travel to China, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, India, 
Thailand, Nepal, Bhutan and other areas of 
Asia. Also specialize in providing tours suitable 
for families with children. Mon-Fri 9.30am-
6.30pm, Sat 9.30am-1pm. Rm 2804, Bldg 
11, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (5869 1781/82, 5869 1769, 
beijing@countryholidays.com.cn) www.coun-
tryholidays.com.cn 朝阳区东三环中路39号建外
Soho11号楼2804  

Free N Easy Travel Full service interna-
tional travel agency provides air ticketing, 
hotel reservations and holiday packages. 
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat-Sun 9am-1pm. Rm 
1905, Bldg A, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan 
Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. (5869 7754, 
fnebj@fnetravel.com) www.fnetravel.com 朝阳
区东三环中路39号建外SohoA座1905室  

Global Easy Tour A professional and reliable 
travel agency. Offering travel and ticketing 
consultation services, tailored tour pack-
ages, leisure trips, cruise bookings, special 
ticketing, hotel deals, and more. Mon-Fri 

9am-6pm, Sat 10am-4pm. A611, Freetown 
Center, 58, Dongsanhuan Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District. (5867 2900/1/2/3, 135 0115 6019, 
travel@globaleasytour.com) www.globaleasy-
tour.com 和平国旅, 朝阳区东三环南路58号富顿
中心A座611室  

Happy Holiday Travel Service Happy Holi-
day Travel Service offers personalized service. 
Specialists in providing domestic/international 
air tickets, hotel reservations, and business 
travel and family trip arrangements. Rm 1702, 
E-Tower, 12 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6501 1747, 6595 8819, 137 0102 8301, 
happyday@public.bta.net.cn)  朝阳区光华路
12号数码01大厦1702室  

Kingdom Travel This bilingual outfit ar-
ranges domestic and business air tickets, 
family vacation packages and weekend es-
capes. Apt 718, Bldg 2, Guanghualu Soho, 22 
Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. (5870 3388, 
fit@kingdomtravel.com.cn) www.kingdom-
travel.com.cn 中侨国旅, 朝阳区光华路22号光华
路SOHO 2号楼718室  

Mercurius World Travel Services 16G, 
Bldg B, Oriental Kenzo Plaza, 48 Dongzhimen-
wai Dajie, Dongcheng District. (5139 6161, 
info@m-worldtravel.com) www.m-worldtravel.
com 东城区东城区东直门外大街48号东方银座
B座16G  

Sunflower Travel 22D, Bldg B, Ginza 
Mall, 48 Dongzhimenwai Dajie(8447 6361,  
tours@sunflowertravel-cn.com  www.sunflow-
ertravel-cn.com, Dongcheng District. (8447 
6361)  东城区东直门外大街48号东方银座B座22D)  

Travel-Stone A travel agency catering spe-
cifically for foreigners, they offer services in 
English, Chinese and French. Travel-Stone 
organize everything from flights & hotels to 
tailored packages and large group trips. 1) 
Daily 9am-7pm. Rm 2001, Tower A, Chaow-
aimen Xiezi Zhongxin, 26 Chaoyangmenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8565 8008, 
booking@travel-stone.com); 2) Inside April 
Gourmet, 55 Xinfucun Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (booking@travel-stone.com) www.
travel-stone.com 1) 朝阳区朝阳门外大街26号朝
外门写字中心A座2001室; 2) 朝阳区幸福村中路
55号杰座大厦底楼对面 (绿叶子食品店)  

TUI China Travel Co. Ltd. With its extensive 
international network, this German-Chinese 
joint venture can arrange personalized tours 
to destinations both domestic and worldwide. 
Unit 921-926, Bright China Chang An Bldg, 
Tower 2, 7 Jianguomennei Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. (8519 8800, private-tours@tui.cn) 
www.tui.cn 途易, 东城区建国门内大街7号光华
长安大厦2座921-926  
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sanhuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6735 
8114) www.clcn.net.cn 首都图书馆, 朝阳区东
三环南路88号  

English Corner at Renmin University Lo-
cals who have a thirst for English conversation 
head to the open-air English Corner at Renmin 
University. This is a great opportunity for your 
kids to ask locals questions about life in China, 
or simply be an informal language exchange 
session. Fri 7-10pm. In a garden inside the 
east gate of Renmin University, Haidian Dis-
trict.  海淀区人民大学东门花园  

Funky Pots Funky Pots (Beijing) is a Paint 
Your Own Pottery studio, the first chained 
ceramic painting cafe in China of Funky 
Pots from the UK. You can design and paint 
your own pottery, which will be glazed and 
fired later by the staff there. Tue-Sun 11am-
9pm. Rm 528, Door 3, Guanghualu Soho,22 
Guanghualu, Chaoyang District. (5900 6867) 
http://www.funkypots.org/english_home.html 
陶此一家, 朝阳区光华路22号，光华路SOHO，
3单元528室  

Laitai Flower Market The cut bunches and 
potted plants in the basement will brighten 
anyone’s day. Expect to pay around RMB 40 
for a trailing ivy and RMB 50 for a small bonsai 
tree. And you can also pick up some tropical 
fish on the first floor. Mon-Thu 9am-6pm, Fri-
Sun 9am-6.30 pm. 9 Maizidian Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6463 6145)  莱太花卉市场, 朝阳区麦
子店西路9号  

New China Children’s Store Features 
various play possibilities with prices varying 
according to the activity. RMB 10 for 20 min-
utes with the goldfish, but they look a little 
depressed. Give them a miss in favor of the 
huge sandpit (RMB 20) – bigger than your liv-
ing room. Daily 10am-9.30pm. 168 Wangfujing 
Street, Dongcheng District. (6528 1774)  新中
国儿童用品商店, 东城区王府井大街168号  

Our Time Daily 9am-7pm. Rm 2316, A Tower, 
Dongya Wangjing Center, Guangshun Nandajie 
North, Wangjing (Southwest of Wal-mart), 
Chaoyang District. (138 1103 7486)  美好时光
亲子书馆, 朝阳区望京广顺南大街北口东亚望京
中心A座2316号（望京沃尔玛超市西南侧）  

Red Capital Club Daily 6pm-midnight. 66 
Dongsi Jiutiao, Dongcheng District. (6402 
7150, 8401 8886, info@redcapitalclub.com.cn) 
http://www.redcapitalclub.com.cn/ 新红资俱乐
部, 东城区东四九条66号  

Wain Wain Daily 11am-2.30am. Rm 3512, 
Bldg A, Soho New Town, 88 Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (8589 4383)  和饮轮饮，朝
阳区建国路88号Soho现代城A座3512室  

Workers’ Gymnasium Slated to hold Olym-
pic boxing, the Workers’ Gymnasium hosts 
boxing and international basketball matches, 
among others. Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(6501 6300)  工人体育馆, 朝阳区工体北路  

Workers’ Stadium With an estimated seating 
capacity of 72,000, the Workers’ Stadium is 
the first choice for spectator-busting events 
like Manchester United-Guo’An exhibition 
matches. Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(6501 6655 ext 5033)  工人体育场, 朝阳区
工体北路  

Play Centers
3iart Center Offers a range of art classes 
for children, teenagers and adults such as 
drawing, painting, clay modeling, needlework, 
Chinese calligraphy, knot making and paper 
cutting. 1) 2/F, Block A, Hairun International 
Apartment, Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(186 0135 0776, 3iartcenter@gmail.com); 
2) 1/F, Bldg 3, Shidai Zhiguang Xiaoqu, 45 
Xizhimen Beidajie, Haidian District. (134 3983 
3280, 3iartcenter@gmail.com) www.3iart.com.
cn 爱立方艺术中心, 1) 朝阳区将台海润国际公
寓A座2层; 2) 海淀区西直门北大街45号时代之光
小区3号楼一层  

Family Box Educational & Recreational 
Center Family Box is a British family centre 
combining education and recreation. Children 
ages 0-12 and their families have more than 

enough space to play in the 6,000sqm, three-
storey building. Kids will enjoy the large scale 
climbing frame, Mickey Mouse play area, 
swimming pool, Sensory Room, Soft Island 
and Craft Room. They also run courses and 
activities based on the UK early years cur-
riculum. Other facilities include: party hosting, 
catering, coffee shop, and crèche facility. RMB 
320 (2 adults, 1 child). Bldg 4, 51 Wangjing 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6478 6163) www.
familyboxes.com.cn 朝阳区望京北路51号院
4号楼  

Fundazzle This cavernous, indoor playground 
has a huge two-story jungle gym, trampolines 
and a toddler area with small cars, swings, 
seesaws, toy houses and so on. On weekends, 
counselors put on shows, lead the kids in song 
and dance, and teach arts and crafts. RMB 35 
for 2 hrs (kids); adults free (Mon-Fri), RMB 15 
(Sat-Sun). Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm, Sat-Sun and 
holidays 9am-7pm. Gongti Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District. (6593 6208)  翻斗乐, 朝阳区工体南路  

Gymboree Beijing Gymboree (the Soho loca-
tion is the largest in the world) offers music, 
play and art classes in English. All children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Parents are 
encouraged to consult the experts at Gymbo-
ree about enrolling their kids in age-appropri-
ate classes. RMB 3,120 (12 classes) or RMB 
14,976 (96 classes). Daily 9am-6pm. 1) Guan-
ghua SOHO, 7/F, Bldg 3, 22 Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5900 6186); 2) 5/F, Bldg 
B, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (5869 4087); 3) 2/F, Bldg 
E, Wanjing International Commercial Center,9 
Wangjing Lu, Chaoyang District, Chaoyang 
District. (5166 0516) 金宝贝, 1) 朝阳区光华路
22号光华路SOHO三单元7层; 2) 朝阳区东三环中
路39号建外SohoB座5层; 3) 朝阳区望京街9号望
京国际商业中心E座二层01号  

Peapod Baby A place to gather with other 
moms, dads, caregivers, and children that 
offers Kindermusik, Baby art classes, and play-
groups for babies from newborn through age 
4. Also offers dance for ages 2-6, and English 
classes from ages 3-13, as well as prenatal 
yoga. Class sizes are small, with a maximum 
of 8 students in a class and semesters range 
from 4 weeks to 16 weeks, depending on the 
class. Apt 209, Bldg 1, China Central Place 
Apartments, Chaoyang District. (150 1077 
1929, Shanbyers@gmail.com)  朝阳区华贸
1号楼209室  

The Familier This two-level, indoor family 
centre provides age-appropriate and kid-fam-
ily play rooms and classes for children of all 
ages. Includes an expanded soft play area 
for babies and toddlers and  a full-service 
cafe with a Western-trained chef and healthy 
menu options for the entire family. 2 hour: 
RMB 50 (1 adult, 1 child); all day: RMB 88 (1 
adult, 1 child). Monday-Sunday 9am-8pm. Stall 
0753, Tower A, Chaowai SOHO, 6B Chaoy-
angmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (5869 
2904, service@thefamilier.com) http://www.
thefamilier.com/ 朝阳区朝阳门外大街26号朝外 
Soho A座0753

Playgroups & Activities
Black Sesame Kitchen Food writer Jen-Lin 
Liu’s cooking school is housed in a renovated 
courtyard with an open kitchen and dining 
room where students can “cook, socialize, dine 
and wine.” Offers weekly classs, wine tastings, 
as well as caters to corporate functions, birth-
day parties, book readings and other events. 
3 Heizhima Hutong, Dongcheng District. (136 
9147 4408, blacksesamekitchen@gmail.com) 
www.blacksesamekitchen.com 东城区东城区
黑芝麻胡同3号  

China National Children’s Center Although 
the language of instruction is only Chinese, 
this center hosts a number of creative classes 
for children, such as music, art and drama. 
Tue-Sun 8.30am-4.30pm. 43 Ping’anli Xidajie, 
Xicheng District. (6616 0122) www.ccc.org.cn 
中国儿童中心, 西城区平安里西大街43号  

Class by Stephanie Daily 7.30am-10pm. 
1/F, Bldg D, Global Trade Center, 36 Beisan-

huan Lu, Chaoyang District. (5825 6778, 
classbystephanie@gmail.com) 朝阳区北三环路
36号环球贸易中心D座1层  

The Clubhouse at Qijiayuan Qijiayuan Par-
ents (mostly moms) gather to socialize while 
their offspring roam the padded playroom. 
Age range currently eight weeks to about 
4 years old. Fri-Wed 7am-9pm, Thu 10am-
12pm. Qijiayuan Diplomatic Compound (The 
Clubhouse is situated at the left of the lawn, 
next to the tennis courts), 9 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8532 1782) 朝阳区
齐家园服务楼, 朝阳区建国门外大街9号 (网球场
旁边,草坪的左边)  

DreamArts Center This center provides 
art, piano, ballet, modern dance, Pilates and 
yoga lessons. Adult and children classes are 
taught in English, Korean, and Mandarin. 
RMB 50-200/lesson. Daily 9am - 5pm. Classes 
are 10am - 9pm. A1905, Lead International 
Building, A2 Wangjing Zhonghuang Nanlu, 
Chaoyang District. (8472 0257, 8472 0357)  筑
梦艺术中心, 朝阳区望京中环南路甲2号佳境天
城A1905  

Family Fun with Yuliya Offers a variety of 
classes and events for kids ages 0-14 years 
old and adults. Classes include Kindermusik, 
Salsa Babies, Zumba Fitness, Infant Mas-
sage Courses and special monthly events. 
Also hosts birthday parties. (136 2135 4114, 
info@familyfunwithyuliya.com) www.familyfun-
withyuliya.com

Fangjia Kitchen Thu-Sun 11am-2pm. 13 
Fangjia Hutong, Dongcheng District. (159 
1096 2965, fangjiakitchen@yahoo.com.cn)  方
家美食工作室, 东城区方家胡同13号  

HLCC Culture Center 2751, 5/F, Bldg 27 
Capital Paradise, Shunyi District. (8046 3328) 
http://www.hlcc.asia/

Hutong Cuisine Trained chef Zhou Chunyi 
can adapt her lessons in traditional Guang-
dong and Sichuan cooking for families or kids. 
Classes size: 1-6 people. RMB 220/person. 
Market tour: RMB 70/person. Daily class: Tue-
Sun, 10am-2pm; Market tour: 9-10am. Court-
yard 3, West Bldg, Shajing Hutong, Nanluogu 
Xiang, Dongcheng District. (8401 4788, 134 
2631 7097, chef@hutongcuisine.com) www.
hutongcuisine.com 东城区南锣鼓巷沙井胡同
3号楼西房  

The Hutong 1 Jiudaowan Zhongxiang Hutong 
(southeast of Beixinqiao subway station), 
Dongcheng District. (6404 3355; 159 0104 
6127, info@the-hutong.com) www.thehutong.
com 东城区九道湾中巷胡同1号(北新桥地铁站
东南边）  

International Festival Children’s Choir 
IFCC was founded in 2006 in order to foster 
new talent and improve and contribute to 
Beijing’s cultural life. The choir is open to boys 
and girls aged between 7-12 and is under 
the artistic direction of Hannah Quinn. Each 
year we run for two terms. The September to 
December and January to May, with a concert 
at the end of each of these terms. If your child 
like to audition, contact childrenschoir@beijin
gifc.org. Rehearsals held at Harrow Anzhenxili 
Campus: 5, 4th Block, Anzhenxili, Chaoyang 
District. (childrenschoir@beijingifc.org) 朝阳区
安贞西里4区5号  

Kexue Communications Provides science 
shows, workshops, parties and functions 
forchildren and adults. Apt 1262, Door 1, Bldg 
1, 7Hao Yuan, Taiyanggong Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District, Chaoyang District. (8415 5034, 134 
3938 8329, info@kexuecommunications.com) 
www.kexuecommunications.com 朝阳区朝阳区
太阳宫南街7号院1号楼1单元26层1262  

Kids Ray Creation Teaching Center Kids 
Ray provides child care class (half-day for 
kids younger than 3 / English activities / 
kungfu lessons) and English language skills 
for kids ages 1 to 8. The teaching language 
of the English class is English; other courses 
are bilingual.Time:   Child care class is 9am-
11.30am (Mon-Fri), RMB 40/hr. English activi-
ties after 4pm (Mon-Sun), RMB80/hr. Child 
Care class 9-11.30am (Mon to Fri); English 

Activities: after 4pm (Mon to Sun).  (132 4045 
4090)  Kids Ray创意教学, 朝阳区东直门春秀路
海晟名苑俱乐部B1  

Kinderdudou Art Center Originating from 
western style art classes for kids, Kinderdudou 
encourages children to explore and experience 
new ideas in class and provides an interactive 
channel to develop childrens language skills 
with native English & Chinese speakers. All 
courses are available in English and Chinese 
with guidance. Mon-Fri: 2pm-7pm; Sat-Sun: 
9am-7pm. 1) Beiyuan Center: Rm 3816, Times 
Manor, 18 Hongjunying Donglu, Chaoyang 
District. (8496 0095, kinderdudou@126.com); 
2) Wangjing Center: Rm 707, LOFTEL Plaza, 
1 Huguangzhong Jie, Wangjing, Chaoyang 
District. (6470 3505, kinderdudou@126.com) 
http://www.kinderdudou.com 肚兜美术中心, 
1) 朝阳区北苑校区：红军营东路18号时代庄园
3816; 2) 朝阳区望京校区：望京湖光中街1号
LOFTEL大厦707  

Kindermusic with Sarah Through the joy 
of music and age-appropriate activities, Kin-
dermusik brings parents and children closer 
together while helping each child develop 
a lifelong love of music and learning. In a 
Kindermusik class, licensed educators lead a 
group of parents and their children through 
joyful activities, using music and movement. 
Join us to sing, dance and play your way to a 
brighter future for your child. Saturday classes 
with Sarah and Ruth are offered at the Cana-
dian International School of Beijing. Call 8832 
0818 ext 8803 and 139 1062 5893 for more 
info. (peel.sarah@lafafa.net) http://www.km-
withsarah.com.cn/

Kindermusik with Lily’s Partners A pro-
gram where moms and their children can 
play, listen, and dance to music. Activities 
are specifically designed to stimulate early 
childhood development. For children ages 5 
months-6 years. 1) Teletubbies Children’s En-
tertainment Centre, 3F Hua Mao Shopping Mall 
(East section), 6A Xi Da Wang Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (babypioneer@vip.sina.com, kinder-
musikbylily@126.com); 2) 10F Chaoyang Joy 
City, Chaoyang Beilu (on the corner of Qing 
Nian Lu), Chaoyang District. (5903 7114, 
babypioneer@vip.sina.com, kindermusik-
bylily@126.com); 3) I Love Gym Children’s 
Fitness Centre, 4F Viva Shopping Mall, East 
Third Ring Road, Shuangjing Qiao, Chaoyang 
District. (5903 7163, babypioneer@vip.sina.
com, kindermusikbylily@126.com) www.
kindermusikbeijing.com.cn 1) 朝阳区西大望路
甲6号，华贸购物中心东区3层; 2) 朝阳区朝阳大
悦城购物中心10层，东西环红领巾桥向东3公里，
朝阳北路与青年路交口的东北角; 3) 朝阳区爱乐
国际儿童运动馆内, 朝阳区东三环双井桥西北角
Viva富力城购物广场4层  

KindyROO International Early Childhood 
Development Centre KindyROO offers music, 
dance and play classes designed to encourage 
spatial awareness, balance and coordination. 
Its facilities are clean and bright at a very 
reasonable price. Most of the instructors go 
through a corporate training program to learn 
the organization’s teaching philosophy, and 
they speak English. Free trial class. 1) 3C 
Unit B, Bldg 2 Jinyuan Shidai Business Center, 
2 Landianchang Donglu,  Haidian District. 
(88876541/2); 2) 3/F, Xinlong Plaza, Xisanqi 
Donglu,  Changping District. (6294 8888/6295 
5555); 3) Daxiong Tulip, North  Gate, Lane 
6, Tianbaoyuan, BDA, Daxing District. (6782 
0600); 4) 2/F, Bldg A Wangjing International 
Commercial Center, 9  Wangjing Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (59203867/8); 5) 21 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Fenghuayuan Drive-in Movie Theater,  
Chaoyang District. (8457 4797/3); 6) 10/F, 18 
Jianwai Soho (west area),  Chaoyang District. 
(5869 8002/3) www.kindyroo.com 菁童启育咨
询中心, 1) 海淀区金源中心.海淀区蓝靛厂东路
金源时代商务中心2号楼B座3C; 2) 昌平区新龙中
心.昌平区西三旗东路新龙大厦三层; 3) 大兴区
亦庄中心.天宝园六里大雄郁金香舍北门会所; 4) 
朝阳区望京中心.朝阳区望京街9号望京国际商业
中心A座二层214; 5) 朝阳区亮马桥路21号枫花园
汽车电影院内; 6) 朝阳区国贸中心，朝阳区建外
SOHO西区18楼10层  

Kishow Kids Club Children can sign up for 

the Mad Science course and learn how to 
make water rockets or build marshmallow 
molecules. Also hosts birthday parties in the 
wacky experiment room complete with real 
scientists (well, science majors) in white coats 
and lots of bubbling beakers. Non-scientists 
can sign up for classes in Chinese calligraphy, 
Chinese traditional painting, pottery, drama 
and other subjects. Bilingual staff, though the 
majority of classes are taught in Mandarin. 
Suitable for children between 4 and 12 years 
old. RMB 4,000 (three-month membership or 
24 hours), RMB 11,200 (12-month member-
ship or 96 hours), RMB 18,700 (24-month 
membership or 192 hours). 1) Mon-Sat 
8.30am-6pm, Sun 8am-6pm. 2/F, Yulin Plaza 
Building, 5 Xiangjun Nanli (west of the Jin-
gguang Building), Chaoyang District. (5131 
1001 ext 17); 2) Fri 4-8pm, Sat-Sun 8am-9pm. 
4024-4028, 4/F, Jinyuan Xinyansha Mall, 1 
Yuanda Lu, Haidian District. (8886 1300) 疯狂
家族, 1) 朝阳区向军南里5号雨霖大厦2层(京广
大厦西); 2) 海淀区远大路1号金源新燕莎大厦
4层4024-4028商铺  

LaFaFa Music Through age-appropriate music 
and movement activities, Kindermusik brings 
parents and children closer together while 
helping children develop a lifelong love of 
music and learning. Sarah Peel and her team 
have been recognized since 2007 as Maes-
tro educators, offering the finest in English 
language developmental music programs to 
children ages 0-7 in Beijing. Saturday classes 
are hosted by the Canadian International 
School of Beijing. Free, no obligation preview 
classes are available by reservation. 24/F, Bldg 
A, Vantone New World Plaza, 2 Fuchengmen-
wai Dajie, Xicheng District. (8832 0818, peel.
sarah@lafafa.net) music.lafafa.cn 西城区阜成
门外大街2号万通新世界A座24层  

Lego Education Department These lego 
programs are designed to help children of dif-
ferent ages to discover their creativity, develop 
problem solving ability and language skills. 
Classes are one hour long for 3-6 years, RMB 
180; two hours long for ages 7-16, RMB 200. 
207, Bldg 529, The Atlantic City’s Chamber , 
Nanhu Nan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6471 2077, 
6471 7585)  乐高工作室, 朝阳区南湖南路10号
大西洋新城中心会所二层207室（529号楼)  

Music Together of MiCho Education Offers 
weekly 45-minute classes for 0-6-year-old 
children and their parents or caregivers. Activi-
ties include songs, rhythm chants, movement, 
and instrument play. These activities are pre-
sented as informal, non-performance oriented 
musical experiences - developmentally ap-
propriate for children and easy for parents and 
caregivers. 1) 7 Yuyang Lu, Houshayu, River 
Garden Villa, Shunyi District, Shunyi District. 
(michoedu@yahoo.com.cn); 2) 2 Chaoyang 
Park Xilu, Jingda International Apartments, 
Chaoyang District. (michoedu@yahoo.com.cn) 
www.michoeducation.com 1) 顺义区裕京花园, 
顺义区后沙峪榆阳路7号; 2) 朝阳区朝阳公园西
门京达国际公寓  

My Little Mozart Studio Comprehensive mu-
sic program offering keyboard, violin, guitar, 
vocal and other instrumental lessons. Group 
and private classes  taught by qualified and 
experienced teachers.  Music and movement 
classes for ages 0-4.  Curriculum focuses on 
providing a well balanced music education for 
every student. Harmony Road music course is 
offered at the studio. Musical birthday parties 
can also be arranged. Room 108, Building 5, 
Lishui Jiayuan, Liulitun, Chaoyang District. 
(135 2256 3767, Kristinkoh@mylittlemozart.
com) www. mylittlemozart.com 朝阳区六里屯
丽水嘉园5号楼108室  

Rainbow Radio-controlled Model Club 
Rainbow RC Model Shop and Club specializes 
in selling, assembling and repairing model 
remote controlled aircraft, cars and boats. 
Club members get together to fly model air-
craft every Saturday (windy days excluded) 
from morning till dusk in a light airport in Bei 
An He, Changping District. Anyone (kids age 6 
and above) passionate about flying is welcome 
to join. Two experienced coaches give training 
classes to beginners there at 11am. The rental 

fee for the venue is RMB 40 per person per 
day. 2/F, Chaoshifa supermarket, 73 Xueyuan 
Nanlu, Haidian District. (6211 5655) www.
hobbyrb.com 飞彩虹模型, 海淀区学院街南路
73号，超市发超市2楼  

The Fig Tree 202, Bldg A, Chaowai Soho, 
Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (139 1056 
6742, info@thefigtree.cn) www.thefigtree.cn 
朝阳区朝外大街朝外Soho702室A座  

The International Festival Children’s 
Choir The IFCC is open to boys and girls ages 
7-12 and runs in parallel with the school term 
fromSeptember to July. The IFCC gives public 
performances at the end of the first and last 
school terms. Children’s Choir auditions will 
be held at the start of the school year at Har-
row International School. For details, e-mail 
Philippa Brant at plbrant@gmail.com. (children
schoir@beijingifc.org) www.beijingifc.org

Toning School of Drumming Offers percus-
sion classes specifically designed for students 
aged from 1-6 years and their families, and 
classes for 7-19 years students. Percussion 
instruments including drums, shakers, sticks, 
bells, chimes, and other safe noise-making 
items are provided at the classes.  The lan-
guage of instruction is English. Contact the 
office for further information and class sched-
ule. 1) Inside The British School of Beijing, 
7 SanLiTun  Beixiaojie, Chaoyang District.; 
2) Rm 303, Bldg 3 Sun City, 18 Xinzhong Jie, 
Dongcheng District. (8447 2638 , Eng: 159 
0117 9007; Chi: 137 0117 7596) www.ton-
ingchina.com 托宁鼓学校, 1) 朝阳区三里屯北
小街7号北京英国学校内; 2) 东城区新中街18号 
阳光都市3号楼303室  

Youth Choir Youth Choir auditions for 
kids ages 13-18 will be held at the start 
of the school year at the Western Acad-
emy of Beijing. For more information 
and to register for an audition, e-mail 
Kenna George at kgeorge@isb.bj.edu.cn. 
(youthchoir@beijingifc.org) www.beijingifc.org  

Theme Parks
Happy Valley Amusement Park Beijing’s 
best amusement park sprawls out across a 
square kilometer of land outside the East 
Fourth Ring Road and offers 40 rides, an IMAX 
theater, more than 100 games and seven 
cinemas. The park is divided into a number 
of themed areas inspired by such civilizations 
as Mayan Central America, Minoan Greece 
and Shangri-la – the little kiddies play in Ant 
Kingdom. The roller coasters are world class, 
the park is well maintained, and the lines for 
rides are fairly reasonable. RMB 160 (April 
1-Nov 14); RMB 120 (Nov 15-March 31). Half 
price for kids 1.2-1.4m, free for kids under 
1.2m. Daily 8.30am-10pm. Wuji Beilu, Dong-
sihuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6738 9898 ext 
0, 6205 0088, happyvalley@bjoct.com) http://
bj.happyvalley.com.cn/park/ 北京欢乐谷, 朝阳
区东四环路小武基北路  

Water Parks
Crab Island It’s no Ibiza, but it’s closer than 
Qingdao and the substantial fake beach boasts 
real, well-maintained sand and comes dotted 
with free sun umbrellas and chairs. When the 
wave pool gets turned on, families charge 
into the huge pool – the docile waves are 
best enjoyed while perched on an inner tube 
(RMB 10, RMB 50 deposit). When your kids 
get tired of the wave pool there are two sets 
of waterslides, an extremely lazy river, and a 
human-powered waterwheel that dumps buck-
ets of water on eager heads. A shallow water 
play area draws in families with little kids. All 
in all, a pretty good day at the “beach”! Daily 
8am-1am. 1 Xiedao Lu (take the Weigou exit 
off the Airport Expressway and follow the 
signs), Chaoyang District. (8433 5566/5588) 
www.xiedao.com 蟹岛绿色生态度假村, 朝阳
区蟹岛路1号  

Merry Water World Itching for a dip? This 
indoor pool emporium located in the Tulip Hot 
Spring Garden Resort allows for year-round 
swimming fun. Adventurous swimmers will 

rush for one of the six tall waterslides, while 
the less energetic family members can stick to 
the lazy river. There’s also a large wave pool, 
a children’s area, a lap pool and several hot 
tubs. Weekdays: RMB 98, RMB 60 (kids under 
1.4m), free (kids under 1.2m). Weekends: 
RMB 138, RMB 60 (kids under 1.4m), free 
(kids under 1.2m). Mon-Fri 1.30-10.30pm, 
Sat-Sun 9.30am-10.30pm. Jinzhan, Dongweilu 
(Take the Airport Expressway to the Weigou 
exit. Turn left at the first stoplight, right at the 
second, and then go straight), Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (8433 7403) www.yujinxiang.com 摩锐水
世界, 朝阳区东苇路金盏  

Splash Recreation Club Boasts a large 
outdoor/indoor pool, a sand volleyball court, a 
playground, a gym, pingpong tables, a pool-
side bar and restaurant. The hotel also has 
squash and tennis courts as well as a sauna. 
Mon-Fri: RMB 80, RMB 40 (children); Sat-Sun: 
RMB 130, RMB 65 (children). RMB 35 (Oct 
1-Apr 31). Free for children under 4. Daily 
6am-10pm. Sino-Swiss Hotel, 9 Xiao Tianzhu 
Nanlu, Shunyi District. (6456 5588 ext 1217) 
www.sino-swisshotel.com 浪花俱乐部, 顺义区
小天竺南路9号国都大饭店  

Tuanjiehu Park Tuanjiehu is home to 
downtown Beijing’s best and most hygiene-
conscious water park, which is great fun 
on weekdays but crowded on weekends. 
Tuanjiehu also features a roller-skating park, 
several rides and boats. Beach: RMB 20, RMB 
15 (kids). Pleasure boats: RMB 30-60/hr, 
RMB 50-100 (deposit). Roller-skating: RMB 
5 (entrance), RMB 10 (skate rental). Daily 
6.30am-9pm. 16 Tuanjiehu Nanli, Chaoyang 
District. (8597 3603) 团结湖公园, 朝阳区团结
湖南里16号  

Water Cube (Happy Magic Water Cube 
Waterpark) Next door to the Bird’s Nest, and 
affectionatelyreferred to as the “Water Cube”, 
this USD 200 million Australian-designed struc-
ture is regarded as the perfect yin to the Bird’s 
Nest’s yang – a comforting “curvy” contrast to 
the rigidity of the stadium. Drawing inspira-
tionfrom nature, the bubble-wrapped exterior 
answers an old physics problem about how 
to fill space most efficiently (the answer: two 
bubbles of equal volume but different shape). 
Bubbles also make for sleek earthquake-proof-
construction, without the need for obtrusive 
concrete or structural beams. Presuming that 
they get their daily wipes, this translucent 
covering of plastic “pillows” (100,000 square 
meters in total) helps reduce the amount of 
energy needed for interior heating and light-
ing, while allowing in more light and heat than 
glass would. Other green features include the 
recycling of 10,000 tons of rainwater collected 
by the outer surface and roof. Post-Olympics, 
the Cube has opened the warm-up pool for 
public swims, while renovations will dismantle 
temporary seats to create an aquatic center 
and water theme park. RMB 200 (adults), 
RMB 160 (children from 1.2m-1.4m), kids 
under 1.2m free. 10am-9pm. Olympic Green, 
Beichen Lu, Chaoyang District. (8437 0125) 
http://waterpark.water-cube.com/english/in-
dex.aspx 朝阳区北辰路奥林匹克公园内  

School Directory
School fees listed are for one academic year 
unless otherwise. Specified.Abbreviations: IB 
= International Baccalaureate; ESOL = Eng-
lish as a Second or Other Language

3e International 3e International began in 
2005 and has grown into an institution cater-
ing for 180 students from Nursery through 
to Grade 3, with a Grade 4 soon to come. 
The school aims to develop “critical thinkers 
and passionate learners who move confi-
dently and fluidly across cultures”, through 
a research based curriculum developed 
especially for this education model. Classes 
are conducted in English and Chinese with 
half of every day devoted to each language. 
Within this inquiry based program a balance 
of child-initiated and teacher directed activity 
is provided to support children’s development 
across the entire curriculum. Age range: 
2-9. Application Fee RMB 1, 600. Tuition 

fees: Full-day nursery RMB 98,000; Pre-K 
RMB 129,000; Kindergarten RMB 132,800; 
Elementary RMB 142,000 9-1 Jiangtai Xilu, 
Chaoyang District. (6437 3344 ext 100, 
admissions@3eik.com) www.3eik.com 3e国际
学校, 朝阳区将台西路9-1号  

Asia-Pacific Experimental School of 
Beijing Normal University Asia-Pacific 
Experimental School of Beijing Normal Uni-
versity is located on the south bank of the 
Wenyu River on Litang Lu, to the north of the 
Olympic Village. It has both primary and mid-
dle schools and provides for both day school 
students and boarders. The campus covers 
80,000 square meters and includes middle 
and primary school classroom buildings, 
laboratory building, science and technology 
building, library, gym, student residence 
halls, various types of special classrooms, 
counseling room, and electronic reading 
room. There are 51 classes, 1,600 students, 
more than 200 teaching staff. The school’s 
administration is managed by Beijing Normal 
University and the teaching staff by Beijing 
Xicheng District Educational Committee. 
Age range: 6-15 years. Tuition fees (2010-
2011 academic year): Chinese nationals: 
Primary school boarder RMB 24,000/year, 
day student RMB 20,000/year; Middle school 
boarder RMB 33,000/year, day student RMB 
27,000/year;Foreign nationals pay the same 
as Chinese nationals, plus RMB 6,000/year for 
management fees Dong San Qi, Changping 
District. (5109 4888, 6975 9602) http://www.
yataischool.net/ 昌平区地铁5号线天通苑北站，
换乘643或537路，到北京太阳城站，路口向东直
走，穿过北京服装学院即到  

Beanstalk International Bilingual School 
(BIBS) In its 17 years of existence BIBS has 
grown from one campus to three and from a 
kindergarten-only curriculum to a full-fledged 
K to grade 11 school with plans for grade 
12 in the 2010-2011 school year. The school 
boasts a unique program that combines 
the best of Eastern and Western education 
philosophies to provide students a greater 
appreciation of the arts and humanities 
through the study and celebration of different 
countries, cultures and languages. The cross-
cultural environment offers children greater 
cultural sensitivity and the ability to speak 
multiple languages. A fourth Wanda Plaza 
location is set to open soon. Tuition fees 
(2010-2011 Academic Year): Kindergarten: 
Application fee RMB 1,600 (one-off payment, 
non-refundable), Capital levy RMB 8,000 
(one-off payment, non-refundable), RMB 
62,000 (half day)-80,000 (full day)/year; Pri-
mary school: Application fee RMB 1,600 (one-
off payment, non-refundable), Capital levy 
RMB 30,000 (one-off payment, non-refund-
able); Reception RMB 100,000/year; Grades 
1-6 RMB 135,000/year; Middle and high 
school: Application fee RMB 1,600, Capital 
levy RMB 30,000; Grades 7-12 RMB 135,000 
1) 1/F, Bldg B, 40 Liangmaqiao Lu (at the 
21st Century Hotel), Chaoyang District. (6466 
9255, bikoffice@bibs.com.cn, office@bibs.
com.cn), mshsadmissions@bibs.com.cn); 
2) 38 Nan Shiliju, Chaoyang District. (8456 
6019, bikoffice@bibs.com.cn, office@bibs.
com.cn), mshsadmissions@bibs.com.cn); 3) 
6 Dongsihuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5130 
7951, bikoffice@bibs.com.cn, office@bibs.
com.cn), mshsadmissions@bibs.com.cn) 
www.bibs.com.cn 青苗国际双语学校, 1) 朝
阳区亮马桥路40号B座1层; 2) 朝阳区南十里居
38号; 3) 朝阳区东四环北路6号阳光上东二区  

Beijing BISS International School 
With a diverse student body, Beijing BISS 
International School’s mission is to foster 
international relationships to educate and 
empower students to attain personal excel-
lence and positively impact the world. BISS 
not only boasts a strong IB Diploma Program 
with strong academic results – graduates 
have been accepted to top universities like 
Harvard, Columbia and Stanford – it is a SAT 
Test Center, caters to children with learning 
needs, offers counseling, student enrichment 
programs, university searches and transition 
education services and orientation for Third 
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Culture Kids and their parents. Age range: 
4-17 years old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 
Academic Year): Deposit RMB 18,000-23,000 
(refundable); Registration RMB 3,800; 
Pre-K-kindergarten RMB 100,800; Grades 
1-12 RMB 149,000-180,600; ESOL RMB 
16,600 Bldg 17, Area 4, Anzhen Xili (just off 
Beisanhuan), Chaoyang District. (6443 3151, 
admissions@biss.com.cn) www.biss.com.cn 
北京BISS国际学校, 朝阳区安贞西里四区17号楼  

Beijing City International School Located 
in Shuangjing, BCIS lives by its school motto: 
“Inspire, Achieve, Create.” This nonprofit, in-
dependent, co-educational day school accred-
ited by the Council of International Schools 
(CIS) and the Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges (WASC) offers an international 
curriculum for Nursery to Grade 12 students 
under the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
World School system and is authorized to 
teach all three IB programs (Primary Years, 
Middle Years and Diploma). The campus 
culture is characterized by a “warm and in-
clusive nature” and an emphasis on rigorous 
academic enquiry through the extensive use 
of information technology in the classroom. 
Age range: Nursery through Grade 12. Tuition 
fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): Registration 
fee RMB 2,000; New Student fee RMB 5,000; 
Nursery RMB 104,980; Pre-K RMB 120,960; 
Kindergarten RMB 129,000; Grades 1-2 RMB 
158, 600; Grades 3-5 RMB 160,600; Grades 
6-8 RMB 167,800; Grades 9-10 RMB 174,680; 
Grades 11-12 RMB 185,600 77 Baiziwan 
Nan Er Lu, Chaoyang District. (8771 7171, 
admissions@bcis.cn) www.bcis.cn 北京乐成国
际学校, 朝阳区百子湾南二路77号  

Beijing Hantong Test Training School 
Hantong is an after-class school which of-
fers IB, A-level, IGCSE, SAT tutoring in 
both English and Chinese, with the aim 
of improving students’ learning skills. The 
school provides one-to-one and small group 
classes.  The school uses the same text-
books as the International Schools. Price 
range from RMB 150-550/hour Mon-Fri 
8am-8pm, Sat&Sun 9am-5pm. 1) D2065 
Gahood Villa, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8599 7183, info@chinamcedu.com); 2) Rm 
2611-2612,1 Blue Castle International Center, 
Dawang Xilu, Chaoyang District. (8599 7183, 
info@chinamcedu.com) www.chinamcedu.
com 1) 顺义区白辛庄嘉浩别墅2区D2065; 2) 朝
阳区蓝堡国际中心1座2611-2612室  

Beijing Homeschoolers A support network, 
information source and social hub for families 
homeschooling their children.  http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/beijing_homeschoolers

Beijing Mandarin School Rm 904, 9/F, 
E-Tower, Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6508 1026) www.beijingmandarinschool.
com 北京普通话学校, 朝阳区光华路数码01大
厦9层904  

Beijing No. 55 Middle School and High 
School Unlike other public schools in the 
city, No. 55 has an international student 
department specifically tailored to foreign 
students. High school classes are offered in 
Chinese (meant for students with no Chinese 
background) or English, and prepare students 
for the IB exam or China’s college entrance 
exam. Middle school classes are in Chinese 
only; a half-year of intensive Chinese training 
is available if needed. Ages: 11 to 17. Price 
range: RMB 28,000-44,600. 12 Xinzhong Jie, 
Dongcheng District. (6416 9531) http://www.
bj55iss.cn/default.asp?pg=main 北京第五十五

中学, 东城区新中街12号  

Beijing Rego British School One of the 
newest schools in the city, Beijing Rego 
British School follows on the heels of two 
successful schools in Tianjin and Shanghai 
and caters to students from the surround-
ing Shunyi area with its array of educational 
facilities and age-appropriate resources on 
campus. Coursework is based on the UK 
national curriculum with the addition of 
Chinese Culture and Mandarin courses for 
all year groups. Rego places strong empha-
sis on close cooperation between parents, 

students and teachers and aims to create 
an educationally comfortable but truly chal-
lenging atmosphere for students to “be their 
best” and explore their talents and abilities 
to the fullest. Age range: 3 ½-18 years old. 
Tuition:Registration Fee RMB 2,000; De-
posit RMB 15,000; Reception Full Day RMB 
123,500/year; Years 1-6 RMB 152,000/year; 
Years 7-9 RMB 161,500/year; Years 10-11 
RMB 182,400/year; Years 12-13 RMB 191,900 
1) (Admissions office) Rm C317 Lufthansa 
Center, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6465-4487 ext 107 or 134 3939 3342, 
sarah.hancock@bjrego.org); 2) 15 Liyuan Jie, 
Tianzhu County, Shunyi District. (8416 7718, 
sarah.hancock@bjrego.org)  北京瑞金英国学
校, 1) 朝阳区朝阳区亮马桥路50号C317室; 2) 
顺义区顺义区天竺镇丽苑街15号  

Beijing World Youth Academy (BWYA) 
A student-centered approach with an em-
phasis on academics and the arts. Now in its 
tenth year, Beijing World Youth Academy is 
an IB world school offering both English and 
Chinese programs for local and overseas stu-
dents aged 9 to 18. BWYA values holistic edu-
cation, inquiry-based learning and strives to 
offer students ample opportunity to develop 
as globally aware critical thinkers. The faculty 
hails from over 15 countries and allows for 
a favorable student-to-teacher ratio that 
creates a more personalized learning environ-
ment. BWYA emphasizes creativity and team-
work using a curriculum that incorporates 
standards from North America, Europe and 
Asia and the school has a strong track record 
of preparing students for both Chinese and 
overseas universities, including Peking Uni-
versity, Tsinghua, Fudan, Harvard, Princeton, 
UC Berkeley and Stanford. Age range: 9-18 
years old.  Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic 
Year): Application fee RMB 1,600; Capital 
levy RMB 30,000 (one-time fee); Chinese 
Middle School Program (grades 7-9) RMB 
50,000/year; Chinese High School Program 
(grades 10-12) RMB 54,000/year; Interna-
tional Primary (grades 4-5) RMB 90,000/year; 
IB MYP (grades 6-9) RMB 100,000/year; 
IB MYP (grade 10) / IB DP (grades 11-12) 
RMB 110,000/year; Chinese as an Additional 
Language intensive course RMB 25,000/se-
mester; English as an Additional Language 
intensive course RMB 51,000/semester. 18 
Huajiadi Beili, Chaoyang District. (6461 7787, 
admissions@ibwya.net) www.ibwya.net 北京
世青国际学校, 朝阳区花家地北里18号  

Berlitz Mo-Fri 8am-8.30pm, Sat-Sun 9am-
6pm. Sunjoy Building Ste 801, 6 Ritan Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6593 0478) www.berlitz.
com 北京贝立兹语言培训有限公司, 朝阳区日
坛路6号新族大厦801  

Beijing TailorMade Chinese Center 
Offers tailored courses taught by trained 
language teachers in business and conver-
sational Chinese. Boasts trained accredited 
teachers all graduated in Teaching Chinese 
as Second Language, practical and efficient 
methodology, tailor-made training programs, 
international management team and a clean 
& relaxing environment. Also organizes ex-
cursions. Private Lessons: from RMB 105/hr 
to RMB 125/hr (depending on number of 
hours purchased). Group lessons: from RMB 
52/hr to RMB 47/hr (depending on number 
of hours purchased). And other “TailorMade” 
packages also available (ESM, TMS, HSK, 
Intensive, Discovery, Online Courses). 810 
North Tower B, Soho Shangdu, 8 Dongda-
qiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (5900 5420, 
welcome@tailormadecc.net, jf.pouliquen@tai
lormadecc.net) www.tailormadechinese.com/
index.html 北京泰莱梅德文化交流有限公司, 朝
阳区东大桥路SOHO尚都北塔B座810  

The Bridge School 1) Mon-Fri 8.30am-
5.30pm. 8013 Tongguang Tower 12 Non-
gzhanguan Nan Li, Chaoyang District. (6538 
9422, info@bridgeschoolchina.com); 2) Rm 
903, 9/F, E-Tower, 12 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6503 5193, info@bridgeschoolchina.
com); 3) Rm 503, 5/F, Guangming Hotel, 
Liangmaquiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (8451 
7605, info@bridgeschoolchina.com) www.

bridgeschoolchina.com 桥学校, 1) 朝阳区农
展馆南里 12号 通广大厦 8013; 2) 朝阳区光华
路12号数码01大厦9层903; 3) 朝阳区亮马桥路
光明饭店5层503室  

The British School of Beijing The British 
School of Beijing provides a traditional educa-
tion based on the English National Curriculum 
and prepares pupils for GCSE and A Levels. 
The school is part of the Nord Anglia family 
of British-style international schools and its 
educational approach arises out of the best 
practices found in British schools around the 
world, emphasizing high academic results 
and mutual respect. The diverse academic 
and extra-curricular program is designed to 
challenge students to excel in music, arts 
and sport and allow them to develop and 
mature into young adults equipped with the 
qualifications and skills to enter universities 
worldwide. Age range: 1-18 years old. Tuition 
fees (2010/2011 Academic Year): Pre-Nursery 
RMB 87,419-131,140Nursery RMB 131,140; 
Reception RMB 141,450; Years 1-2 RMB 
157,436; Year 3 RMB 168,072; Years 4-6 RMB 
170,572Years 7-9 RMB 185,611; Years 10-11 
RMB 191,264; Years 12-13 RMB 200,490 1) 7 
Sanlitun Beixiaojie, Chaoyang District. (8532 
5320, admissions@britishschool.org.cn); 
2) South Side, 9 Anhua Lu, Shunyi District. 
(8047 3588, admissions@britishschool.org.
cn); 3) 5 Sanlitun Xiliujie, Chaoyang District. 
(8532 3088, admissions@britishschool.org.
cn) www.britishschool.org.cn 北京英国学校, 
1) 朝阳区三里屯北小街7号; 2) 顺义区安华路
9号南院; 3) 朝阳区三里屯西六街5号  

Canadian International School of Bei-
jing Opened in September 2006, CISB offers 
a Canadian-Style curriculum for Grade 1 to 
12 students and a Montessori Preschool. 
CISB is also an International Baccalaureate 
World School authorized to provide the IB 
Diploma Programme at High School level. 
The student body currently represents over 
50 nationalities. Non-native English-speaking 
students will have their language abilities 
assessed, and be given ESL support accord-
ing to their results. Chinese and French are 
offered as additional languages (Korean as 
well in High School). Member of ACAMIS 
and UNESCO, CISB features 90 classrooms 
equipped with the SmartBoard System, seven 
computer labs, a 500-seat theatre, two large 
gymnasiums, a 25-meter swimming pool and 
a dance studio. Grades: Preschool to G12. 
Price range: 59,900 – 169,600 RMB (RMB 
1,600 application fee and 4,300-6,300 ESL 
fee). 38 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6465 7788, admissions@cis-beijing.com) 
www.cisb.com.cn 北京加拿大国际学校, 朝阳
区亮马桥路38号    

Care for Children School CfCS is the 
only Special Needs School for foreign fami-
lies in Beijing. They work closely with the 
international school community to provide 
educational and therapeutic support to staff 
and families for students with mild to severe 
impairments and learning differences. Draw-
ing upon the vast expertise of their staff of 
certified educators and therapists, they have 
designed individualized programs within the 
school in addition to successful dual programs 
with other mainstream international schools. 
A high teacher/student ratio gives students 
access to specialized and individual academic 
support, and provides an environment in 
which students can work and achieve at their 
maximum potential. Age range: 2-18 years 
old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic Year):
Application fee (non-refundable fee covers 
assessment by panel of therapists) RMB 
7,500; Development fee (one time only) RMB 
15,000; Full day RMB 160,000; Half Day RMB 
105,000 River Garden Campus, River Garden 
Villas, Houshayu Baixinzhuang, Shunyi Dis-
trict. (8470 2735, principal@careforchildrense
rvices.com) www.careforchildren.com 顺义区
裕京花园校区，后沙峪白辛庄裕京花园顺义区  

CET Academic Programs 1) Chinese 
Studies program, Capital Normal University, 
83 Xisanhuan Beilu, Haidian District. (6890 
2796); 2) Chinese Language program, Beijing 

Institute of Education, 2 Wenxing Jie, Xizhi-
menwai, Xicheng District. (6834 2428) www.
cetacademicprograms.com 1) 海淀区西三
环北路83号首都师范大学一校区国际文化大厦
722室; 2) 西城区西直门外文兴街2号北京教育
学院西楼309室  

Civil Aviation Management Institute 
of China (CAMIC) While the Civil Aviation 
Management Institute of China is techni-
cally located in Wangjing, it’s actually only 
five minutes from the Lido Hotel. Don’t let 
the name put you off, the Mandarin les-
sons offered by CAMIC are superb. There 
are a variety of classes available, ranging 
from beginner to advanced. They also teach 
HSK-level Mandarin. Located in the pre-
dominantly Korean part of town, you’ll find 
that your classmates will be Korean -- this 
means that English is never used in class 
as a fallback language. You’ll find the pace 
moves quickly, so you’ll need to stay on top 
of your homework. Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm. 3 
Huajiadi dong lu, Chaoyang District. (6472 
1653, icec@camicec.cn) www.camicec.cn 中
国民航管理干部学院国际文化交流中心, 朝阳
花家地东路3号  

Daystar Academy Daystar Academy, a 
Kindergarten-Grade 6 school, offers a balance 
of Montessori-based English education and 
the Chinese National Curriculum – students 
spend half of their day in each language 
environment.  The curriculum also focuses on 
establishing students’ good habits and sup-
ports the development of the child through 
the progressive “Virtues in Us” character 
education program which emphasizes nobility 
of character and service to humanity. This 
innovative approach brings together two cul-
tures and combines the strongest attributes 
of both Western and Eastern teaching meth-
odologies. Age range: 3-12years old. Tuition 
Fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): Kinder-
garten RMB 86,000; Registration RMB 2,000 
(one time fee); Elementary RMB 92,000; 
Registration RMB 3,000 (one-time fee) 2 
Shunbai Lu, Chaoyang District. (8610 2654, 
kristinl@daystarchina.cn, lijunl@daystarchina.
cn) 启明星双语学校, 朝阳区顺白路2号  

Drama Rainbow Drama Rainbow is Brit-
ish creativity training known as “Drama In 
Education (DiE) for young children ages 3-8.  
This 27 year old teaching concept immerses 
children into unscripted, interactive role-play 
as key characters in an imaginary story that 
changes weekly.  Each story has a problem 
to solve and the children have two hours to 
solve the problem all by themselves and their 
choice of solutions determine how the story 
ends. This learning method is stress-free and 
compels the children to use their imagina-
tions to think creatively to find more than 
one solution, and then make choices. Classes 
meet weekly and two international teachers 
work with a small class of just 10 children to 
assure individual attention and growth. Call 
to schedule a free creativity evaluation and/or 
a free demo class for your child. 7/F, 11 
Wanliu Donglu, Haidian District. (8255 1838, 
marketing@dramarainbow.com) http://www.
dramarainbow.com/ 抓马宝贝, 海淀区万柳东
路11号7楼  

Dulwich College Beijing Dulwich College 
Beijing is a British International school of-
fering a curriculum based upon the English 
National Curriculum up to Year 9, IGCSE 
courses for students in Years 10 and 11, and 
the full International Baccalaureate Diploma 
for our senior students in Years 12 and 13.  
Our curriculum is suitaby adapted to reflect 
the needs of students in an international 
school and extends well beyond the formal 
classroom with a strong empasis on the de-
velopment of the individual.  Dulwich College 
Beijing is affliated with Dulwich College Lon-
don and also is a sister school to Dulwich Col-
lege’s in Shanghai, Suzhou and Seoul. Ages: 
12 months – 18 years. Application Fee:   RMB 
2000 – non-refundable; Placement Deposit:  
RMB 18,000 – refundable subjuect to terms 
and conditions; Toddler 1 (Half Day) 2/3/5 
days a week: RMB 27,200/38.500/60,500; 

Toddler 2 (Half Day): RMB 87,100; Nursery 
/Reception: RMB 132,400; Years 1-2: RMB 
153,400; Years 3-6: RMB 171,600; Years 7-9: 
RMB181,200; Years 10-11: RMB192,600; 
Years 12-13: RMB200,200 1) Riviera Main 
Campus: Beijing Riviera, 1 Xiangjiang 
Beilu, Jingshun Lu, Chaoyang District. (8450 
7676, info@dulwich-beijing.cn); 2) Legend 
Garden Campus: Legend Garden Villas, 89 
Jichang Lu, Shunyi District. (6454 9000, 
info@dulwich-beijing.cn); 3) Legend Early 
Years Campus: Legend Garden Villas, 89 
Jichang Lu, Shunyi District. (6454 9000, 
info@dulwich-beijing.cn) www.dulwich-bei-
jing.cn 北京德威英国国际学校, 1) 朝阳区京顺
路香江北路1号香江花园; 2) 顺义区机场路89号
丽京花园; 3) 顺义区机场路89号丽京花园  

Eduwings Kindergarten The culmination 
of two former schools, Der Kingergarten and 
Jin Yi Kingergarten, Eduwings Kindergarten 
is divided into English/Chinese and German 
departments that are each split into three 
age groups (2-3, 3-4, 5-6 years) and one 
infant group (2 years and under). All of the 
lead and language teachers are native-speak-
ers and educate children individually following 
the school’s philosophy: “Every child needs 
to have roots and wings – roots to know 
where they are from and wings to explore 
the world.” Eduwings also offers Montessori 
education, swimming, music and art activi-
ties, a library, climbing facilities, as well as an 
outdoor playground and yard. All afternoon 
activities are included in the tuition fee. Age 
range: 2-6 (infant group for under 2 years 
old). Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): 
Half-day RMB 52,000; Full-day RMB 72,000 
(afternoon activities and lunch included in 
the tuition fee) Merlin Champagne Town, 6 
Liyuan Lu, Tianzhu, Shunyi District. (6450 
8384, mariaseemel@eduwingskids.com) 
http://www.eduwingskids.com/ 顺义区天竺镇
丽苑街6号美林香槟小镇  

Etonkids Bilingual Kindergarten Part of 
the Etonkids Bilingual Kindergartens’ division 
of the Etonkids international education group, 
the Central Park campus features a bilingual 
Montessori program designed to develop 
“independence, initiative and creativity.” The 
school caters to children from 1 to 6 years of 
age and are divided into nursery school (18 
months-3 years) and “Casa” (a.k.a. “Early 
Childhood Community,” 3-6 years) divisions 
with lessons promoting intellectual, social, 
emotional, and physical growth (nursery) as 
well as coursework in language arts, math-
ematics, everyday living skills, sensory aware-
ness exercises and culture (Casa stage).  
Check the website for additional EtonKids 
Bilingual Park Campuses. Tuition fees (2010-
2011 Academic Year):Monthly payment 
plan - Morning session (8.30-11.30am) RMB 
6,250; Full-day session (8.30am-4.30pm) 
RMB 8,500; Yearly payment plan - Morning 
session (8.30-11.30am) RMB 62,500; Full-day 
session (8.30am-4.30pm) RMB 85,000 1) 
Eastern Provence Campus, Eastern Provence, 
88 Dingsi Lu, Beiqijia, Changping District. 
(8176 0828, cpadmin@etonkids.com); 2) 
Dawang Lu Peking House Campus, 20 Xi-
dawang Lu, Chaoyang District. (5870 6779, 
cpadmin@etonkids.com); 3) Arcadia Campus, 
Block 1, Arcadia villas, Houshayu, Shunyi 
District. (8047 2983, cpadmin@etonkids.
com); 4) Palm Springs Campus, Palm Springs 
International Apartments, 8 Chaoyang 
Park Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6539 8967, 
cpadmin@etonkids.com); 5) Datunli Campus, 
Kehui Lu, Chaoyang District. (8480 5538, 
cpadmin@etonkids.com); 6) Olympic Vil-
lage Campus, Southwest Corner of Beichen 
Xilu and Kehui Lu, Chaoyang District. (8437 
1006, cpadmin@etonkids.com); 7) Mid-
town Campus, Guangqujia Yuan, Bldg 21, 
Guangqumenwai, Chongwen District. (6749 
5008, cpadmin@etonkids.com); 8) Central 
Park Campus, Bldg 19, Central Park, 6 Chaoy-
angmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. ((6533 
6620/6931, cpadmin@etonkids.com) www.
etonkids.com 伊顿双语幼儿园, 1) 昌平区北七
家镇定泗路88号; 2) 朝阳区西大望路甲20号首
府社区里; 3) 顺义区后沙峪罗马环岛北侧天北

路，阿凯笛亚庄园1座; 4) 朝阳区朝阳公园南路
8号棕榈泉国际公寓; 5) 朝阳区科荟路大屯里社
区; 6) 朝阳区北辰西路与科荟路交汇处西南角; 
7) 崇文区广渠门外广渠家园21号楼; 8) 朝阳区
朝阳门外大街6号新城国际19号楼  

Etonkids International Kindergarten 
CBD Global Trade Mansion Etonkids Inter-
national Kindergarten is one of the oldest 
schools in Beijing’s Etonkids franchise (a 
nationwide educational group). The school 
provides a community-centered American-
style education led by Montessori-certified 
teachers and an educational philosophy 
based on the Three C’s – Creativity, Character 
and Culture.  Coursework includes lessons 
in practical life, “sensorial,” math, language, 
culture and science. A variety of programs 
are also available including Reggio Baby and 
Kindermusik. The staff meets regularly for 
training under the EXCELS school improve-
ment planning program, which is designed 
to share new teaching practices, the Mon-
tessori method and current educational 
trends. Age range: 1.5-6 years old. Tuition 
fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): Annual 
Registration fee RMB 2,000 Yuan (inclusive 
the materials and uniforms)RMB71,800-
112,000/year 1) Lido Campus:Rm C103 
Lido Country Club, Lido Place, Jiangtailu, 
Chaoyang District. (gtmadmin@etonkids.
com); 2) 3/F, Bldg D, Global Trade Mansion, 
Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. (6506 4805, 
gtmadmin@etonkids.com)  伊顿国际幼儿园, 
1) 朝阳区蒋台路机场路丽都广场; 2) 朝阳区光
华路世贸国际公寓D座3层  

The Family Learning House Recognized 
as a model kindergarten by the Chaoyang 
Ministry of Education, The Family Learning 
House is a virtues-based, bilingual pre-school 
dedicated to “acquiring knowledge and good 
character for the purpose of serving human-
ity.” In addition to its “Virtues in Us” character 
education program, the school aims to pro-
vide an academically stimulating Montessori 
and Chinese curriculum. The Jianwai Soho 
campus includes a petting farm, organic pro-
duce and a child directed recycling program, 
and the curriculum places strong emphasis 
on art and music and includes daily piano 
lessons for all 4 1/2 and 5-year-old children. 
Students also participate in monthly educa-
tional outings, community service projects 
and multicultural celebrations. Age range: 
1.5-6 years old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 Aca-
demic Year): Full Day Session – RMB 69,500/
year; Half Day Session (under 4 years old) 
– RMB 46,500/year Beside Bldg 14, Jianwai 
SOHO West Area,39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (5869 7540 ext 800, admi
nistrator@thefamilylearninghouse.com) www.
thefamilylearninghouse.com 家育苑, 朝阳区
东三环中路39号 建外SOHO西区14号楼旁  

Ganeinu International School Follows a 
Montessori curriculum and aims to “provide 
a warm, secure, Jewish environment where 
children can feel comfortable exploring and 
learning.” Coursework consists of math, sen-
sorial, language, art and music, geography, 
Jewish studies and special events. Nursery, 
kindergarten and elementary classes availa-
ble. Tuition ranges from RMB 66,000-130,000 
a year. Bus and lunch service available. 18 
Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. (8470 8238) 
http://www.ganeinubeijing.com 朝阳区朝阳
区霄云路18号  

Happy Baby Kindergarten At two separate 
campuses, Happy Baby offers a Montessori-
style curriculum delivered predominantly in 
Chinese. English classes are provided several 
times a week. Facilities include playgrounds, 
a library, and piano, reading, birthday and 
computer rooms. Currently, around half the 
students are international students. Special 
classes for children under 2 accompanied by 
a parent are offered on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings. Note: Enrollment is 
full for 2009-10 academic year. Ages: 2.5 
to 5. Price range: RMB 36,000 (RMB 450 
transportation fee). 1) 23 Yiyuan Anhuibeili, 
Yayuncun, Chaoyang District. (6498 1518); 2) 
22 Zhongli Xibahe, Chaoyang District. (6462 

0449 ext 806)  至尊宝宝幼儿园, 1) 朝阳区
亚运村安慧北里逸园23号楼; 2) 朝阳区西坝河
中里22号楼  

Harrow International School Beijing 
Harrow International School Beijing prides 
itself on high academic standards that are 
maintained within a close-knit school com-
munity. Harrow is one of the smaller inter-
national schools; each student is assigned a 
personal tutor who looks after their overall 
welfare and serves as a liaison between the 
school and home. High academic standards 
and leadership skills are promoted school-
wide, with a range of enrichment activities to 
help students develop teamwork and creative 
thinking skills, as well as independence and 
responsibility. The school is divided into dif-
ferent sections with specialist teachers teach-
ing each subject from the Prep Phase (Years 
5 to 7) onwards. There is a wide range of 
outdoor pursuits available to students, includ-
ing a small school garden where younger 
children learn to grow their own vegetables. 
Other highlights include, top-notch learning 
facilities, talented choirs, the annual “Expedi-
tions Week ” with visits to overseas countries, 
and regular exchanges with Harrow Bangkok 
and Harrow UK. Students graduating from 
Harrow Beijing have won places at a range 
of universities across the world including 
Oxford, London School of Economics, Bay-
reuth Law Faculty, Cornell, Australia National 
University. Age range: 3-18 years old. Tuition 
fees (2010/2011 Academic Year): Pre-School  
RMB 101,700; Reception (4-5 years) RMB 
129,800; Years 1-2  RMB 147,100;  Years 
3-6 RMB 153,600; Years 7-9 RMB 168,700; 
Years 10-11 RMB 175,200; Years 12 -13 RMB 
188,300 1) Grassetown, Zhengequ Village, 
Xuxin Zhuang, Tongzhou District. (6444 8900, 
enquiries@harrowbeijing.cn); 2) 5 Anzhen 
Xili, Block 4, Chaoyang District. (6444 8900, 
enquiries@harrowbeijing.cn) www.harrowbei-
jing.cn 北京哈罗英国学校, 1) 通州区徐新庄镇
葛渠村格拉斯小镇; 2) 朝阳区安贞西里四区5号  

House of Knowledge International 
Kindergarten House of Knowledge (HoK) 
boasts its own unique curriculum that 
includes aspects of the Montessori and Reg-
gio Emilia programs, with special emphasis 
placed on the latter approach. Students are 
treated as competent learners with boundless 
potential, who are capable of infinite discov-
ery. With this in mind, the curriculum trains 
them to acquire critical thinking and collabo-
ration skills by teaching them how to “learn 
to learn.” Age range: 10 months-6 years. 
Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): 
Registration RMB 2,000; Deposit RMB 5,000-
15,000 (refundable according to withdraw 
policy); RMB 53,500-122,800 (depending on 
choice of program and campus) 1) Chaoyang 
Park Campus, Victoria Gardens, 15 Chaoyang 
Park Xilu, Chaoyang District. (6434 0088 
(English, German, Mandarin), info@house-of-
knowledge.net); 2) Liyuan Campus, East Gate 
of Liyuan Compound, Maquanying Street, 
Shunyi District. (6434 0088 (English, Chinese 
and German), info@house-of-knowledge.net); 
3) Administrative Office, C511, Lufthansa 
Centre, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6434 0088 or 6538 2624, info@house-
of-knowledge.net) www.house-of-knowledge.
net 1) 朝阳区朝阳公园西路15号维多利亚花园
公寓; 2) 顺义区香江北路丽苑小区东门A11; 3) 
朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎中心C511  

Huijia Kindergarten Part of a nationwide 
chain, Huijia Kindergarten has 17 campuses 
and early childhood centers around Beijing. 
The curriculum combines advanced interna-
tional educational ideas, modern teaching 
methods and Chinese traditional culture and 
focuses on nurturing children to become 
international citizens. The coursework, which 
emphasizes basic concepts, skills, knowledge, 
attitudes and behaviors, is designed to help 
students become “lifelong learners” and take 
responsibility for themselves, their studies 
others.Age range: 1.5-6 years old. Tuition 
fees (2010-2011 academic year): Huijia 
Longwan Experiential Early Childhood Educa-
tion Center - RMB 72,000/year; Huijia Central 

Park Experiential Early Childhood Education 
Center - RMB 72,000/year; Tuition for other 
centers vary from RMB 25,000-72,000/year 
(contact school administration for details) 1) 
Huijia Longwan Experiential Early Childhood 
Education Center. Longwan Business Street, 
Yuyuan Lu, Houshayu, Shunyi District. (8042 
2245, hjkids@263.net); 2) Huijia Central 
Park Experimental Early Childhood Education 
Center. Bldg 24, Central Park Apartments, 6 
Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6597 9358, hjkids@263.net) www.hjkids.
com 汇佳幼儿园, 1) 顺义区汇佳龙湾体验式早
教中心. 顺义区后沙峪镇裕园路龙湾商业街; 2) 
朝阳区汇佳新城国际体验式早教中心.朝阳区朝
外大街6号新城国际公寓24号楼  

International Academy of Beijing A nur-
turing school community equipping students 
to make a positive difference in the world 
by challenging them to seek truth, acquire 
wisdom and pursue academic excellence.  
Founded in 1999 IAB offers an American 
curriculum from K through to G12.  PSAT, 
SAT, ACT and AP exams provide students the 
opportunity to be well positioned for college 
entry.  IAB is accredited by ACSI, WASC and 
NCCT.  Age range: 5-18 years old.  Tuition 
fees (2011-2012 Academic Year): One-time 
non-refundable application fee RMB1,700; 
Kindergarten RMB84,000 (RMB21,000 capital 
fee); Grade 1-5 RMB117,600 (RMB29,400 
capital fee); Grade 6-8 RMB126,000 
(RMB31,500 capital fee); Grade 9-10 
RMB134,400 (RMB33,600 capital fee); Grade 
11 RMB142,400 (RMB35,600 capital fee); 
Grade 12 RMB145,000 (RMB36,000 capital 
fee); 1) Elementary School Campus and 
Admissions Office: Lido Office Tower 3, Lido 
Place, 6 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. (6430 
1600, admissions@iabchina.net); 2) Middle 
School/High School Campus: Olympic Forest 
Park East, 2 Yangshan Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8493 8680, admissions@iabchina.net) www.
iabchina.net IAB国际学校, 1) 朝阳区将台路
6号丽都广场丽都3号办公楼; 2) 朝阳区仰山路
2号奥林匹克公园东侧  

The International Montessori School 
of Beijing (MSB) MSB has been serv-
ing expatriate children, from pre-school to 
elementary, for 20 years and is an affiliate 
member of the American Montessori Society 
(AMS), which upholds the MACTE Montessori 
educational standards on an international 
level. The school is affiliated with the Inter-
national Montessori Teaching Institute which 
provides continual professional training and 
development to all MSB lead teachers and 
assistant teachers. Today MSB is comprised of 
four campuses – two in Shunyi (River Garden 
and Champagne Cove) – and two located 
very close to the Beijing Riviera, Grand Hills, 
Quanfa and Lane Bridge housing compounds. 
The new Riviera campus will house the 
Reception and Elementary classrooms up to 
Grade 6. Age range: 1-12. Tuition fees (2010-
2011 Academic Year): Deposit RMB 1,600 
(application fee credited towards school 
fees); 3 Day Toddler (Age: 1) RMB 38,000; 5 
Day Toddler (Age: 1) RMB 60,000; Morning 
Nursery (Age: 2) RMB 85,000; Full Day Nurs-
ery (Age: 2) RMB 126,000; Morning Kinder-
garten (Age: 3 and 4) RMB 88,000; Full Day 
Kindergarten (Age: 3 and 4) RMB 130,000; 
Reception (Age: 5) RMB 146,000; Elementary 
(Age: 6 to 12) RMB 152,000. 1) River Garden 
Campus, Houshayu, Baixinzhuang, Shunyi 
District. (8046 3935, schooloffice@msb.edu.
cn); 2) Riviera Campus,Bldg 8, 2 Xiangjiang 
Beilu (Opening in Aug 2011), Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6432 8228, schooloffice@msb.edu.cn); 
3) Cherry Tree Lane Campus, Xiangjiang Bei-
lu, 18 Maquanying Lu, Shunyi District. (6432 
8228, schooloffice@msb.edu.cn); 4) Cham-
pagne Cove Campus, 2 Shunfu Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (8945 2591, schooloffice@msb.edu.
cn) www.msb.edu.cn 北京蒙台梭利国际学
校, 1) 顺义区裕京花园校园, 后沙峪白辛庄; 
2) 朝阳区香江校园,香江北路甲2号院8号楼（
2011年八月开放）; 3) 顺义区樱桃园校区，香
江北路马泉营18号; 4) 朝阳区金碧湖畔校区，
顺福路2号  

The International School of Beijing 
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instruction and limited Montessori curriculum 
in the afternoons (with an “international” sec-
tion) and open year round. Baiziwan Nan Er 
Lu (next to BCIS), Chaoyang District. (5876 
9605, keerapple@yahoo.cn) http://www.
keereducation.com/fen12/Default.asp 苹果
幼儿园  

KinStar Bilingual School KinStar Inter-
national Bilingual School was founded by 
KinStar Education Organization. KinStar 
provides local and international communities 
with affordable, high quality English/Chinese 
bilingual education and a balanced Eastern/
Western cultural environment. Both ESL and 
Chinese support classes are also available. 
Located in the middle of Shunyi’s villa area, 
KinStar School includes a kindergarten, el-
ementary and middle school campus located 
next to a spacious park. The school building 
includes music, art and dance studios, sci-
ence labs, a spacious library, a running track, 
a tennis court, an indoor gymnasium and 
a basketball field. Grades: Pre-K to 7. Price 
range: RMB 55,000-100,000 (plus RMB 1,600 
registration fee and RMB 5,000-10,000 capital 
levy). Kindergarten and Elementary School: 
5 Yumin Road, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8041 0390) 海嘉双语国际学校, 顺义区后沙
峪裕民大街5号  

The Learning Center The Learning Center 
opened in 2004 to meet the specific educa-
tional needs of local and expatriate students 
in Beijing. They aim to address the individual 
challenges of students by offering a nurturing 
environment, small classes or 1:1 tutoring, 
and experienced, specialized teachers who 
design tailor-made programs for each child. 
By helping them realize their academic po-
tential, The Learning Center cultivate not only 
students’ skills, but also their confidence and 
self-esteem. The Learning Center has worked 
with more than 1,000 local and expatriate 
students in the Shunyi and Haidian areas. 
As the only professional tutoring service in 
Beijing, they pride themselves on offering a 
nurturing environment in which students of 
all ages and levels can find the support they 
need in the subjects they need. Subjects for 
students ages 5 to 18. Parenting programs 
are also available, including adult education 
and child development workshops. TLC tu-
tors are native English speaking professional 
educators with an understanding of the 
international school curricula across Beijing. 
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 9.30am-4.30pm. 1) 
1/F, West Wing, Wenjin International Hotel, 
Haidian District, Haidian District. (6265 1920, 
registration@learningcenter.com.cn); 2) 2108 
Gahood Villa, Houshayu, Xibaixinzhuang, 
Shunyi District. (8046 3886, registration@lear
ningcenter.com.cn) www.thelearningcenter.cn 
1) 海淀区海淀TLC,文津国际酒店西侧一层; 2) 
顺义区后沙峪西白辛庄嘉浩别墅2108号  

Lycée Français International de Pékin  
(The French School) The LFIP is admin-
istered in accordance with the guidelines 
established by the French Ministry of Edu-
cation. Classes are taught in French, but 
non-French-speaking children are admitted 
into the kindergarten (which is on a separate 
campus), and the elementary school. This 
school has full sports and extracurricular 
programs. Ages: 2 to 18. Price range: EUR 
5,580-10,010 (French children), EUR 6,390-
11,430 (non-French children). 1) Primary 
and Secondary School: 13 Sanlitun Dongsijie, 
Chaoyang District. (6532 3498); 2) Kindergar-
ten: 4 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6532 
7881) http://www.lfip.net.cn/ 1) 朝阳区三里
屯东四街13号; 2) 朝阳区三里屯路4号  

Mammolina Children’s Home-Montes-
sori Kindergarten Located next to the 
Beijing Riviera compound, Mammolina Chil-
dren’s Home opened in 2005 and offers a 
strictly Montessori style education to children 
from 1 to 7 years old. Classes are taught in 
English and Chinese in “uniquely integrated, 
open-space classrooms where children learn 
and thrive following their own natural needs 
and rhythm, and each child’s progress is 
monitored individually.” Mammolina touts its 

one-on-one assistance and detailed record 
keeping system that allows detailed tailored 
focus on each child’s interests and progress, 
as well as its “spacious, carefully prepared 
child-sized environments,” high safety and 
hygiene standards. Age range: 1-7 years old. 
Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): 1-3 
years - RMB 96,000 (half day)-124,000 (full 
day)/year; 3-6 years - RMB 100,200 (half 
day)-134,000 (full day)/year 36 Maquanying 
Siqu , Xiangjiang Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(8470 5128, mch@www.montessori.ws) 
www.montessori.ws 三为园蒙德梭利托幼中心, 
朝阳区香江北路马泉营四区36号  

Mandarin Connections Improve your 
spoken or business Chinese. Also holds HSK 
& BCT preparation courses. Classes also 
available for kids and teenagers. 1) D2065 
Gahood Villa, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8599 7183, info@chinamcedu.com); 2) 26/F, 
Rm 11-12, 1 Blue Castle International Center, 
Dawang Xilu, Chaoyang District. (8599 7183, 
info@chinamcedu.com) www.mandarin-con-
nections.com 1) 顺义区白辛庄嘉浩别墅2区
D2065; 2) 朝阳区西大望路3号院蓝堡国际中心
1座2611-2612室  

Muffy’s Education Founded in 2003, Muffy’s 
Education provides child-centered English 
immersion kindergartens, after school and 
camp programs to teach students “Knowl-
edge Through English”. Using English as the 
medium for learning, students receive a high 
quality education and a strong foundation 
of English skills. Muffy’s has an educational 
program that includes all core subjects in 
an English immersion environment. Educa-
tors use a variety of teaching methods to 
help each student with their unique learning 
needs. Muffy’s also use internationally known 
curriculum from the University of Chicago, 
Columbia Teachers College and Pearson 
Education. Muffy’s teachers are from Canada, 
United States, England and Australia. Before 
students enroll, assessment and placement 
will be aranged. Ages:2-6 1) Shijicheng Loca-
tion (Opening in Aug): 5/F, Bldg B, Huibo 
Dasha, Landianchang Lu, Haidian District.; 
2) Wangjing Location: East gate of Beixiaohe 
Gongyuan, Wangjing Xilu, Chaoyang District.; 
3) Xiangshan Location: Xiangshan Qingqin, 
Mentou Cun, Sijiqing Town, Haidian District.; 
4) Wanquan Location: 1/F, Legacy Home 
Community Center, Wanliu Dong Lu, Haidian 
District. www.muffys.cn 儿童英语之家, 1) 海
淀区蓝靛厂路（人大附小对面）汇博大厦西侧
5层; 2) 朝阳区望京北小河公园东门; 3) 海淀
区香山清琴别墅儿童会所; 4) 海淀区万柳东路
万泉新新家园14号楼A区万泉新新俱乐部一层  

New Concept Mon-Fri 9am-6pm. B 1903 
Ocean Express, 66 Xiaguang Li, Sanyuan 
Dong Bridge, Chaoyang District. (8446 6455, 
beijing@newconceptMandarin.com) www.
newconceptMandarin.com 新概念普通话, 朝
阳区三元东桥霞光里66号院远洋新干线B座
1903室 (佳程广场后面)  

New Garden International Kindergar-
ten Located in Fulicheng just south of the 
China World Trade Center, New Garden 
International Kindergarten has both Chinese 
and native English-speaking teachers on 
staff and a fun-based, enriching curriculum 
that will enable your child to flourish in both 
Chinese and Western education systems. 
Equipped with a children’s kitchen, library, 
inside and outside play areas, the school 
offers a warm and peaceful child-centered 
environment for students to develop and 
learn. New Garden accepts children from the 
ages of 2-6, with extracurricular classes avail-
able for children up to 12. Age range: 2-6 
years old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic 
Year): RMB 33,600/year (for all children 
from ages 2-6) Bldg 61, Area D,Fulicheng 
(north of Shuangjing Qiao), Dongsanhuan 
Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. (5876 1319, 
mcyo521@163.com)  新园双语幼儿园, 朝阳
区富力城新园双语幼儿园，东三环双井桥北富
力城D区西门  

Pakistan Embassy College This embassy-
run school offers two types of curricula: the 
Pakistan national curriculum, and an English 

curriculum associated with London University 
that offers GCSE and A-level qualifications. 
Both curricula are taught in English, but a 
number of ESOL students are accepted, and 
remedial English classes are provided. Chi-
nese language classes are mandatory for all 
except senior-level students. An enrollment 
of 400 students from more than 40 different 
countries makes for an excellent student-
teacher ratio and a diverse student body. 
School facilities include science, computer 
and language laboratories, and a gymnasium 
and indoor basketball court. Ages: 4 to 18. 
Price range: USD 250-600/month 1 Dongzhi-
menwai Dajie, Sanlitun, Chaoyang District. 
(6532 1905) 朝阳区三里屯东直门外大街1号  

Pentagram Chinese Kids learn Chinese in a 
fun environment. Classes start at the begin-
ning of each month. And are available in two 
age groups, 5-7 and 8-10 years old. Spoken 
Chinese and business Chinese courses are 
also offered. Rm 301, Rui Chen International 
Center, 13 Nongzhanguan Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District. (6500 5755) www.pentagram-chi-
nese.com 朝阳区朝阳农展馆南路13号瑞辰国
际中心301室  

Positive Foundations School Highly ex-
perienced teachers provide education that 
stresses the importance of self-development 
and life skills as well as the academic fun-
damentals that provide the foundation for 
further education and cognitive development. 
All classes are taught by foreign teachers 
in their native English, with the option of a 
Chinese class in the afternoon. Offers Nursery 
and Kindergarten, with both full and half-day 
Montessori-based curriculum. Application 
fee: RMB 1,000. Tuition fees: RMB 46,800-
105,000. 3006 Gahood Villa, Houshayu, 
Xibaixinzhuang, Shunyi District, Shunyi 
District. (8046 6302, PFSschool@gmail.com) 
www.pfs-beijing.com 顺义区北京市顺义区后沙
峪西白幸庄嘉浩别墅城3006栋  

Renda Middle School and High School 
The combined middle school and high 
school attached to Renmin University, Renda 
Fuzhong is known in Chinese circles for its 
high standards and gaokao results. The 
school’s language of instruction is Chinese, 
and it offers A-level qualifications. Interna-
tional students take a Chinese assessment 
exam that determines whether they are 
placed directly into regular classes with Chi-
nese students or into an intensive Chinese 
program. A total of 4,000 students attend 
this large school, of which approximately 180 
are international students. Ages: 12 to 16. 
Price range: RMB 50,000 (standard program), 
RMB 21,800/semester  (intensive Chinese 
program). 37 Zhonguancun Dajie, Haidian 
District. (6251 3962/2094) www.rdfz.cn/eng-
lish 人大附中, 海淀区中关村大街37号  

Ritan School This public school has four 
separate divisions open to international 
students: an elementary school, two mid-
dle schools and a high school. A bilingual 
program is offered at the elementary school, 
but the middle and high school divisions 
follow the Chinese national curriculum and 
instruction is in Chinese only. In addition to 
academics, students participate in a range of 
electives and extracurricular activities, includ-
ing the celebrated school band. Grades: 1 to 
12. Price range: RMB 17,000-36,800. 1) High 
School: 4 Guanghua Xili, Chaoyang District. 
(6503 1815); 2) Middle School: Inside Beijing 
No. 80 Middle School, 2 Baijiazhuang Xili, 
Chaoyang District. (6500 4609); 3) High 
School (senior year only): 36 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu (south of Tsinghua University’s Central 
Academy of Fine Arts), Chaoyang District. 
(6581 4083); 4) Elementary and Middle 
School: 38 Nanshiliju (south of Jiuxian Qiao), 
Chaoyang District. (6438 2945) http://rtzx.
bjchyedu.cn 北京日坛中学, 1) 朝阳区光华西
里4号; 2) 朝阳区白家庄西里2号白家庄中学里
面; 3) 朝阳区东三环北路36号清华大学美术学
院南; 4) 朝阳区南十里居38号(酒仙桥南)  

Ritz Calilord Academy Ritz Calilord Acad-
emy has two campuses throughout Beijing.  
Each campus is designed as an experimental 

kindergarten under China’s National Edu-
cational Project, following the principles of 
order, cleanliness and beauty. We are true 
to the children’s-natural-growth principle, 
learning initiatives and self-confidence, simul-
taneously creating a safe atmosphere full of 
respect and happiness. Understanding the 
real needs of children, by providing suitable 
guidance and support to a life natural growth, 
we help children to build up good habits 
and the ability of an integrated personality 
with emotion quotient development (EQ), 
also to inspire them passion for excellence 
in order to achieve their inner self-satisfac-
tion. Tuition: RMB 66,000/School Year 1) 
8am-5pm. Modern House, 58 Fuqian Yijie, 
Shunyi District. (5810 1708); 2) 1-10, Bishui 
Zhuangyuan, Shahe, Changping District. 
(8070 4298/8070 4297) 丽思嘉洛德幼儿园, 
1) 顺义区府前一街58号水木兰亭; 2) 昌平区沙
河碧水庄园1-10  

Sanlitun Kindergarten This local kindergar-
ten enrolls international students. Instruction 
is in Chinese and the school places a strong 
focus on physical exercise. Special classes 
for children ages 2.5 and accompanied by a 
parent are offered every week; the standard 
kindergarten program runs daily. Ages: 2 to 
6. Price Range: RMB 500-1000/month (chil-
dren under 3), RMB 5000-10,000 (plus RMB 
450/month childcare fee) (children ages 3-6). 
3 Jiqingli, Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (6551 0877) 三里屯幼儿园, 朝阳区朝
阳门外大街吉庆里3号  

Side by Side Side by Side is a wholly foreign 
owned and run center providing support for 
children with special needs and learning dif-
ficulties. They offer special education and 
learning support as well as special needs 
support such as social skills, music therapy 
and vocational training opportunities. Capi-
tal Paradise 3336, Shunyi Distrcict, Shunyi 
District. (8046 3858, info@sidebysidebeijing.
com) www.sidebysidebeijing.com/ 顺义区后沙
浴，名都园3336, 顺义区  

Sino Bright School (Beijing No. 25 
Middle School) Located on the grounds 
of Beijing No. 25 Middle School, SBS offers 
a curriculum taken from British Columbia, 
Canada, and taught by B.C.-certified teach-
ers, with the aim of preparing students for 
higher education in Canada or other Western 
countries. Founded in 2005, the school previ-
ously focused on Chinese students but is now 
enrolling international students. The school’s 
language of instruction is English, but Chi-
nese language classes are offered. Grades: 
7-12. Price: RMB 69,000 (plus RMB 4,000 for 
boarding students). 55 Dengshikou Dajie (at 
Beijing No. 25 Middle School), Dongcheng 
District. (65537171) www.schoolbj.com 中加
高中学校, 东城区灯市口大街55号 (在北京第
二十五中学内)  

Springboard International Bilingual 
School Opening in August 2011, Springboard 
will offer international and Chinese primary 
school students the best of an East meets 
West education. Foreign trained teachers 
combine elements from the UK, US and Ca-
nadian education systems together with daily 
Chinese-language maths classes and Chinese-
language lessons. The Chinese curriculum 
was designed together with professors from 
Beijing Normal University. Springboard also 
offers ESL courses and a range of after school 
activities. Boasting modern facilities, stu-
dents have access to specialist art and music 
rooms, as well as expansive outdoor areas. 
Following their time at Springboard, students 
are able to progress to either a Chinese or 
international middle school. 15 Gucheng 
Duan, Huosha Lu, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8049 0307/2460/2450, principal@sibs.com.
cn) www.sibs.com.cn 顺义区后沙峪镇火沙路
古城段15号  

St. Cyril & Methodius (Bulgarian School 
of Beijing) Established in 2003, this school 
is a great place for Bulgarian kids of all ages 
and backgrounds to get together and learn 
more about Bulgaria. Lessons are offered 
in Bulgarian language, history, customs & 

crafts. Classes are held every Monday and 
Tuesday from 4.30-6pm. For more informa-
tion contact Mira Yanishevskaya (139 1059 
4131, mira_yanis@yahoo.it) or Teodora La-
zarova (150 6623 5580). Bulgarian Embassy 
Library, 4 Xiushui Beijie, Chaoyang District. 
(mira_yanis@yahoo.it) 朝阳区秀水北街4号匈
牙利大使馆  

St. Paul American School (SPAS) St. Paul 
American School (SPAS) is a member of the 
Nacel International School Systems with its 
headquarter school located in St. Paul, Min-
nesota and consists of a middle and high 
preparatory school offering a dual language 
diploma in English and Chinese. It incorpo-
rates an American curriculum that includes 
AP courses taught by certified American staff, 
as well as Chinese language, physical educa-
tion and music courses.  SPAS is a residential 
campus that is attached to the second high 
school connected to Beijing Normal University 
and shares with it a picturesque campus with 
an activity field, track, outdoor and indoor 
basketball courts, pool, and more. Age range: 
13-19 years old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 
Academic Year, prices available in USD only): 
Enrollment Fee USD 100; Entrance Fee USD 
850; Tuition for 2010-2011 USD 11,000 18 
Guan’aoyuan, Qinghe, Haidian District. (8070 
3420) www.stpaulschool.cn 北京师范大学第二
附属中学, 海淀区清河宝胜里观澳园18号  

Sunny Kids Garden International 
Kindergarten (SKG) SKG offers bilingual 
nursery, kindergarten and pre-school classes 
based on the internationally recognized 
HighScope teaching approach.  Profes-
sionally trained, highly experienced and 
dedicated foreign and Chinese teachers all 
have over five years international teaching 
experience. Warm, nurturing and creative 
environment in which children can experi-
ence a range of different activities including 
art, science, music, drama, dancing, cooking, 
physical education and much more. Modern, 
state-of-the-art facilities and toys, spacious 
classrooms spread over 3 levels and large 
garden/playground area. Nursery classes for 
children aged 19 months to 3 years, kinder-
garten classes for children 5-6 years of age 
and pre-school classes for children 3-5 years 
of age. SKG also offers facilities for children 
events, including birthday parties. 103, Bldg 
302, Xiangsong Nanhu Xiyuan, Nanhuqu Xilu, 
Wangjing, Chaoyang District. (8476 5353 or 
138 1070 7354, info@sunnykidsgarden.com) 
www.skgedu.com 北京阳光童馨国际幼儿园, 
朝阳区望京南湖渠西路香颂南湖西园302楼103号  

The Children’s House International 
Montessori Kindergarten Beijing’s first 
Montessori Kindergarten, The Children’s 
House opened its China World Trade Center 
campus in 1992 and has since established 
schools at the Lufthansa Center, Yosemite 
Villas in Shunyi and in Yayuncun’s Yayunx-
inxin Gardens. Today the franchise serves 
over 300 international students in its four 
campuses, which are characterized by their 
small, friendly down-home atmospheres, 
English only and bilingual curriculums that 
adhere to the world-renowned Montessori 
system.Age range: 0-6 years old. Tuition 
fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): Nursery/ 
Pre-Primary (1-3 years) 37,000 RMB (8.30-
11.30am course), RMB 46,500 (half-day, 
8.30am-1pm), RMB 27,000 (1-3.20pm), RMB 
57,000 (full day, 8.30-3.20pm); Primary (3-6 
years) 40,000 RMB (8.30-11.30am course), 
RMB 49,000 (half-day, 8.30am-1pm), RMB 
32,500 (1-3.20pm), RMB 61,000 (full day, 
8.30-3.20pm); Primary Reception Class (4.5-6 
years) RMB 63,000 (full day, 8.30-3.20pm); 
Bilingual (3-6 years, Kempinski and Yosemite 
only) 27,000 RMB (8.30-11.30am course), 
RMB 30,000 (half-day, 8.30am-1pm), RMB 
43,000 (full day, 8.30-3.20pm); Bilingual 
Reception Class (4.5-6 years, Kempinski and 
Yosemite only) RMB 48,000 (full day, 8.30-
3.20pm) 1) Unit S114, Lufthansa Center 
Tower, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6465 1305/3388 ext 4477); 2) C Area 
Clubhouse, Yosemite Villa 4 YuYang Rode, 
Houshayu Town, Shunyi District. (8041 7083); 

3) Yayunxin Jiayuan, 1 Xindian Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5202 0293); 4) Level 1 North Lodge, 
1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6505 3869/2288 ext 81299) www.montes-
soribeijing.com 巧智博仁国际幼儿园, 1) 朝阳
区亮马桥路50号燕莎中心大厦S114单元; 2) 顺
义区后沙峪镇榆阳路4号; 3) 朝阳区辛店路1号
亚运新新家园社区; 4) 朝阳区建国门外大街1号
国贸北公寓一层  

The Children’s House Montessori 
Kindergarten Established in 1991, The 
Children’s House offers baby group, nursery, 
preschool and kindergarten programs taught 
in English by certified Montessori teachers. 
In addition, the Lufthansa Center campus, 
Yosemite campus and the new Yayuxin cam-
pus offer a bilingual program. Extracurricular 
activities offered include Chinese, piano, 
ballet, music, kung fu, swimming,ice skating, 
cooking, English as an additional language, 
arts and crafts, art and music appreciation 
and culture classes. Mathematics and Eng-
lish Reception Classes, intended to secure 
the fundamentals of numbers, reading and 
writing before primary school, are offered 
to students ages 4 and up. Ages: 0 to 6. 
Price range:  RMB 23,000-60,000 (plus RMB 
1,600 registration fee). 1) Yosemite Villas, 4 
Yuyang Lu, Houshayu Zhen, Shunyi District. 
(8041 7083); 2) Unit 114, Lufthansa Center 
Tower, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6465 1305); 3) 1/F, North Lodge, China 
World Trade Center, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6505 3869); 4) Yayun 
Xinxin Kindergarten, Yayun Xinxin Jiayuan, 1 
Xindian Lu, Chaoyang District. (5202 0293) 
www.montessoribeijing.com 北京巧智博仁国
际幼儿园, 1) 顺义区后沙峪镇榆杨路4号优山美
地别墅区; 2) 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基写
字楼114室; 3) 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸北
公寓１层; 4) 朝阳区辛店路1号亚运新新家园林
澜园2号楼1单元102室  

The Children’s Learning Center of 
Beijing The Children’s Learning Center of 
Beijing, a nursery-through-kindergarten 

learning center located in Shunyi District’s 
Gahood Villas compound, dates back to 2002 
and provides flexible and affordable early 
childhood experiences as well as a variety of 
extra-curricular programs. Classes are taught 
in Chinese and English, with German mother-
tongue instruction also available. CLCB offers 
flexibility for families through its half- and full-
day classes, as well as part-time (minimum 
two days per week) and full-time (5 days per 
week) schedules. From the play-based nurs-
ery school curriculum on up to the advanced 
language and mathematics kindergarten 
coursework, CLCB strives to ensure children 
are provided with a warm and comforting 
atmosphere in which to learn and grow. 
Age range: 18 months–5 years. Tuition Fees 
(2010-2011 Academic Year): Registration Fee 
(Non Refundable) RMB 1,500; Nursery (18-
24 months) RMB 35,000; Junior Pre-School 
(2-3 yrs) RMB 49,300; Senior Pre-School 
(3-4 yrs) RMB 61,000; Junior Kindergarten 
(4-5 yrs) RMB 63,500; 3056 Gahood Villa, 
Baixinzhuang, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8046 7082, administration@clcbkids.com) 
http://www.clcbkids.com 爱嘉励儿童双语培训
学校, 顺义区名都园6811号  

The Frontiers School Offering classes 
from beginning to advanced levels, as well 
as business Chinese and HSK prep. Group 
classes are offered during the day and during 
the night (RMB 2,200/44 hours). Individuals 
pay RMB 85-95 per hour depending on level 
of instruction. 3/F Bldg 30 Dongzhong Jie, 
Dongzimenwai, Dongcheng District. (6413 
1547) www.frontiers.com.cn 北京富隆特文化
有限公司, 东城区东直门外东中街30号楼3层  

The Princeton Review This test prepara-
tion company helps students cope with 
standardized tests and school admissions 
processes. Test preparation courses available 
for SSAT, SAT, and TOEFL. Classes (less than 
10 people) and 1-to-1 tutoring available. 
Price Range: RMB 3,000-50,000. Daily 9am-
9pm. 1501 Bldg A, Disanji Creative Zone, 

(ISB) The International School of Beijing 
(ISB) traces its roots back to the early 1970s 
when a small foreign school was established 
by the United States Liaison Office, the 
precursor to the US Embassy, and was lit-
tle more than a simple “classroom that was 
wedged into a hallway in a diplomatic apart-
ment compound in Sanlitun.” In the 1980s 
the school was merged with the schools of 
the British, Australian, Canadian and New 
Zealand embassies and was eventually moved 
to its present-day 50,000sqm purpose-built 
facility near Capital Paradise in Shunyi. Over 
the years ISB has gained an international 
reputation for its solid academic programs 
(it was the first school in Beijing to offer 
the full IB Diploma), comprehensive facili-
ties and full curriculum catering to all age 
levels. Age range: 3-18 years old. Tuition 
fees (2010-2011 Academic Year): EC3 (half 
day) RMB 65,490 (RMB 10,970 capital fee); 
EC4 (full day) RMB 119,690 (RMB 10,970 
capital fee); Kindergarten RMB 140,330 (RMB 
13,180 capital fee); Grades 1–5 RMB 140,330 
(RMB 31,600 capital fee); Grades 6–8 RMB 
150,540 (RMB 31,600 capital fee); Grades 
9-12 RMB 165,540 (RMB 31,600 capital fee) 
10 Anhua Jie, Shunyi District. (8149 3245, 
admissions@isb.bj.edu.cn) www.isb.bj.edu.cn 
北京顺义国际学校, 顺义区安华街10号  

Ivy Academy Ivy Academy is a pre-school 
and kindergarten created in collaboration 
with the Harvard Graduate School of Educa-
tion Researchers that accepts students of 
ages two through six.  The school offers an 
English environment with a “specialized focus 
on the customized development of every 
child” based on Harvard Professor Dr Howard 
Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory and 
a convenient Dongzhimen area location. Age 
range: 2-6 years old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 
Academic Year): Deposit RMB 8,000 (non-re-
fundable, to be credited toward tuition); Reg-
istration fee RMB 800; Half-day RMB 86,000; 
Full day RMB 127,900 Suite C101, East Lake 
Villas, 35 Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. (8451 1380, Info-EL@ivyschools.
com) www.ivyschools.com 艾毅幼儿园, 东城
区东直门外大街35号东湖别墅C101室  

Ivy Bilingual School Like its sister school 
Ivy Academy, Ivy Bilingual School (IBS) 
enrolls children from two to six years of age 
and offers a curriculum designed in the spirit 
of the Multiple Intelligences theory. The goal 
of Ivy Bilingual School is to provide chil-
dren with the most current research-based 
practices coupled with the knowledge of the 
unique Chinese culture. Children graduat-
ing from IBS are comfortable speaking in 
both English and Chinese. Age range:  2-6 
years old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 Academic 
Year): Registration fee RMB 800; Deposit 
RMB 6,000 (non-refundable, credited toward 
tuition); RMB 42,600–57,000/year (Ocean 
Express Campus); RMB 39,000–52,400 per 
year (Orchid Garden Campus) 1) Orchid 
Garden Campus, 18 Xinjin Lu, Cui Ge Xiang 
(Airport Expressway, Beigao Exit), Chaoyang 
District. (8439 7080, info-OE@ivyschools.
com (Ocean Express Bilingual Campus), 
info-og@ivyschools.com ï¼ˆOrchid Garden 
Bilingual Campusï¼‰); 2) Ocean Express 
Campus, Bldg E, Ocean Express, 2 Dongsan-
huan Beilu (north of Kempinski), Chaoyang 
District. (8446 7287, info-OE@ivyschools.
com (Ocean Express Bilingual Campus), 
info-og@ivyschools.com ï¼ˆOrchid Garden 
Bilingual Campusï¼‰) www.ivyschools.com 
艾毅双语幼儿园, 1) 朝阳区崔各乡新锦路18号
卓锦万代小区内; 2) 朝阳区东三环北路2号远
洋新干线E座  

K12 International Academy Asia Targeted 
at home schoolers, this company offers online 
home schooling materials and a “professional 
team” of teachers, counselors and advisers 
to work with your child on an individualized 
learning plan.  http://www.k12.com/int/asia/

KEer Apple International Kindergarten 
(Pingod) Monthly tuition starts at RMB 
3,500, with a RMB 5,000 deposit and initial 
payment of RMB 10,000. Offers some English 
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66 Xi Nansihuan Lu, Haidian District. (6268 
4481/82/83) www.tprbeijing.com/eng 北京普
林斯顿教育咨询, 海淀区北四环西路66号第三极
创意天地A座1501  

Touchdown! This education consulting firm 
provides help to Chinese and expat parents 
in choosing and applying to the US under-
graduate programs, private high schools, and 
boarding schools. Offers extensive training, 
including essay writing, interviewing, and 
career planning. Highly experienced and 
dedicated consultants work directly with 
parents and students throughout the entire 
application process. Achieved recognition 
for successfully coaching applicants to get 
accepted top US universities. Daily 8.30am-
6pm. 15/F, Rm 8, Bldg B, The Gate Building, 
19 Zhongguancun Lu, Haidian District. (8447 
7020/6422) www.touchdown.org.cn 海淀区
拓达周华咨询. 海淀区中关村大街19号新中关
大厦B座1508室  

Tsinghua International School Tsinghua 
International School students follow an 
American Curriculum program in a nurturing 
atmosphere. Tsinghua International School 
located on  Tsinghua University campus, 
allowing students access to the university’s 
extensive resources and facilities, including 
libraries, computer labs, gymnasiums, sports 
fields, dance and art studios, a swimming 
pool, fitness center and outdoor experiential 
education center. Accepts students Grades 
1 to 12. Grades 1-5: 89,000 RMB per year, 
Grades 6-12: 99,000 RMB per year Zhong 
Guan Cun Beilu (Northwest of Tsinghua 
University), Haidian District, Haidian District. 
(6279 7000, this@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn) 
www.this.edu.cn 海淀区海淀区中关村北路清
华大学西北侧  

University of International Business and 
Economics (UIBE or Duiwai) 12 Huixin 
Dongjie, Chaoyang District. (6449 2329, 6449 
2327) www.uibe.edu.cn 对外经济贸易大学, 
朝阳区惠新东街12号  

Western Academy of Beijing Western 
Academy of Beijing is an International Bac-
calaureate World School that boasts a “chal-
lenging and caring educational environment 
in which students are active participants 
in the learning process.” WAB provides a 
learner-centered atmosphere that nurtures a 
strong sense of community among its 1,550 
students from 55 countries, with the mission 
to “Connect, Inspire, Challenge: Make a Dif-
ference.” Campus facilities are extensive and 
include a lake and model wetlands that are 
the foundation of its environmental science 
center.Age range: 3-18 years old. Tuition fees 
(2010/2011 Academic Year, combined total 
includes capital levy and tuition): Nursery 
RMB 85,000; Pre-Kindergarten RMB 141,000; 
Kindergarten RMB 165,000; Grades 1-5 RMB 
165,000; Grades 6-8 RMB 181,000; Grades 9-
10 RMB 198,000; Grades 11-12 RMB 204,000 
10 Laiguangying Donglu, Chaoyang District. 
(8456 4155, wabinfo@wab.edu) www.wab.
edu 北京京西学校, 朝阳区来广营东路10号  

Windsor Bilingual Kindergarten With 
two campuses in the Beijing area, Windsor 
Bilingual Kindergarten positions itself as a 
“premium kindergarten built on a synthesis 
of the strongest elements from both Western 
and Chinese educational traditions.” The 
school strives to foster the holistic develop-
ment of young children, and prides itself on 
its spacious facilities (encompassing 5,500 
sqm at the Vancouver Forest campus), 
state-of-the-art facilities and carefully crafted 
curriculum based on three main components 
– the EYFS Statutory Framework (UK), Beijing 
Curriculum Authority Happiness and Develop-
ment Guidance, and the Integrated Theme 
Study Programme (Nanjing) – taught by staff 
that trains regularly in conjunction with that 
of Dulwich College. A foreign teacher is in 
class all day at the Legend Garden Campus 
and for half of the day at the Vancouver For-
est Campus. Age range: 18 months–6 years 
old. Tuition fees (2010-2011 academic year): 
RMB10,000 deposit; RMB 500 application fee; 
Legend Gardens Campus - RMB 80,000/year 

(full day); RMB 43,800 per year (half day); 
Vancouver Forest Campus – RMB 58,000 per 
year (full day); RMB 30,000 per year (half 
day) 1) 89 Legend Garden, Shunyi District. 
(6456 0020); 2) Vancouver Forest, Beiqijia 
Town, Litang Lu, Changping District. (6975 
6579) www.vancouver.windsorkindergarten.
cn, legendgardens.windsorkindergarten.cn 温
莎双语幼儿园, 1) 顺义区温莎丽京园,首都机场
路89号丽京花园别墅; 2) 昌平区温莎温哥华森

林园,立汤路北七家镇温哥华森林别墅  

Yew Chung International School of 
Beijing Located within the scenic Honglingjin 
Park in the heart of downtown Beijing, Yew 
Chung International School of Beijing cel-
ebrates its 15th year of educating students 
of the Beijing expatriate community. YCIS 
Beijing, an IB World school, is fully accredited 
by CIS, NEASC and NCCT, and is a part of 
the larger network of schools with over 5,000 
students across campuses in Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Beijing, Chongqing, Qingdao, and 
Silicon Valley, US.  Providing K2 – Year 13 
students with a quality curriculum based on 
the National Curriculum for England and a 
research-based Chinese Language Program 
that equips students to be bilingual, competi-
tive, and globally-minded citizens. Age range: 
2-18 years old. Tuition fees (2011/2012 
Academic Year): Application Fee RMB 1,660 
(non-refundable); Placement Deposit RMB 
5,000–14,000 (year level dependent); K2 
(half day) RMB 60,800; K2 (full day) RMB 
102,000; K3 RMB 136,000; K4 RMB 142,000; 
Year 1-3 RMB 168,000; Year 4-6 RMB 
172,000;  Year 7-9 RMB 191,000; Year 10-
11 RMB 204,000; Year 12-13 RMB 210,000 
Honglingjin Park, 5 Houbalizhuang, Chaoyang 
District. (8583 3731, enquiry@bj.ycef.com) 
www.ycis-bj.com 北京耀中国际学校, 朝阳区后
八里庄5号红领巾公园东门  

Shopping Directory
Arts & Crafts
Lao Beijing Handmade Paper-Cut This 
shop provides delicate multi-colored Chinese 
traditional and modern paper-cuts that are 
hand-made by local artists. 1) 42 Yonghe-
gong Dajie, Dongcheng District.; 2) 110 
Nanluogu Xiang, Dongcheng District. 老北京
手工剪纸, 1) 东城区雍和宫大街42 号; 2) 
东城区南锣鼓巷 110号  

Bookstores
Big and Little Books Specializes in im-
ported English children’s books, including 
a range of books in creative formats that 
are great for younger readers, such as 
pop-up books, books with sound, and cloth 
books. 1) 10 am-10pm. Shop 4001N, 5/F, 
Golden Resource Mall, 1 Yuanda Lu, Haidian 
District. (135 5237 3200); 2) 9.30am-8pm. 
102A,Beiing Lido Holiday Inn, Jiangtai Lu, 
Airport Expressway, Chaoyang District. 
(6437 6338); 3) Daily 10am-10pm. F4, 
Wangjing Mall, 33 Guangshun Beidajie, 
Wangjing, Chaoyang District. (8478 0428)  
小逗号儿童书店, 1) 海淀区远大路1号金源
新燕莎五层4001N; 2) 朝阳区首都机场路将
台路丽都假日饭店102A; 3) 朝阳区望京广顺
北大街33号嘉茂（望京华联）购物中心四层  

Beijing Star Kids Children’s Bookstore 
This English children’s bookstore sells a 
range of soft- and hardcover books from 
big-name publishers in the US, Canada, 
Australia, Italy and England. Kids up to age 
16 should be able to find something that 
tickles their fancy here. Francophiles may 
be interested in the store’s small selection 
of French language study materials. Mon-
Fri 9am-6pm, Sat-Sun 10am-5pm. 2803, 
Block D, Xingyuan International Apart-
ments, 222 Wangjing Xiyuan., Chaoyang 
District. (1) 8472 7131, 136 9114 3572., 
wangfeng@siriusbookclub.com) 北京市佳星
孩趣儿童书店, 朝阳区望京西园222号星源国
际公寓D座2803室. 

The BookMark The BookMark offers a 
wide range of books for the whole family, 

Or call toll-free 800 810 9110 for further 
information. Daily 9.30am-7pm. 1) (First 
floor of Carrefour) Guangqu Lu, Chaoyang 
District.; 2) 200 meters west of Dawang 
Qiao, Jianguo Lu (across from Wanda 
Plaza), Chaoyang District. (8884 9522) 大
中电器连锁店, 1) 朝阳区广渠路，家乐福楼
下; 2) 朝阳区大望桥店,建国路大望桥往西
200米万达广场对面  

Flexa Flexa sells durable, wooden kids’ 
furniture such as beds, desks, shelves, 
wardrobes, cribs and all the attendant ac-
cessories like mattresses, playpens, tunnels, 
linen, bean bags, changing mats and much, 
much more. Best of all, the items “grow” 
with your kids: for example, the Flexa (RMB 
8,590) can be turned into an extendable 
trainer bed (from 120cm-200cm). Want your 
kids to think you’re the best parents ever? 
Get a bunk bed with a slide. 1) Daily 10am-
8pm. B2/F, Cofco Plaza, 8 Jianguomennei 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6524 2726); 
2) Daily 10am-8pm. 1/F, Lanjinglijia, 
Dazhongsi, Haidian District. (8211 7233); 3) 
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat-Sun 9am-7pm. 3/F, 
Red Star Macalline, 193 Dajiaoting Qiao, 
Chaoyang District. (8795 1515); 4) Mon-Fri 
10am-9pm, Sat-Sun 9.30am-9pm. 1/F, Easy 
Home, Golden Resouces Shopping Mall, 1 
Yuanda Lu, Haidian District. (8887 3379); 
5) 9.30am-7.30pm. 2/F, Easy Home, 65 
Beisihuan Donglu, Chaoyang District. (8462 
9029) www.flexa.dk 芙莱莎, 1) 东城区建国
门内大街8号中粮广场地下2层; 2) 海淀区大
钟寺蓝景丽家1层; 3) 朝阳区大郊亭桥193号
东四环红星美凯龙3层; 4) 海淀区远大路1号
世纪金源居然之家1层; 5) 朝阳区北四环东
路65号居然之家2层  

Gaobeidian Furniture Street Outside 
Dongsihuan, turn right at the Gaobeidian 
exit of the Jingtong expressway then drive 
south, Chaoyang District. www.gaobeidian.
com.cn 高碑店家具一条街, 朝阳区东四环外
京通快速路高碑店出口处出来右转往南走  

Gome In its 14 stores across the city, 
GOME stocks a wide range of home ap-
pliances as well as PCs and DVD players 
from the cheap to the mind-blowingly 
expensive. The sales assistants are very 
capable. If taking your player to another 
country, ask if it has encoding restric-
tions. See http://www.gome.com.cn/up-
load/2005/8/18/20050818053557142.
jpg for all addresses. 1) Daily 9am-9pm. 
Shuangjing Qiao West, Chaoyang District. 
(5862 3091); 2) 1/F, Zhongxin Digital Build-
ing, 8 Zhongguancun Xiqu, Haidian District. 
(8287 1276, 8287 1259); 3) Daily 9am-7pm. 
31 Beisanhuan Xilu, Haidian District. (8211 
8637, freephone 800 990 6600) http://www.
gome.com.cn/ 国美电器商城, 1) 朝阳区东
三环双井桥西; 2) 海淀区中关村西区8号中
芯数码商城1层; 3) 海淀区北三环西路31号  

Ikea Stocks a wide range of children’s gear, 
including extendable beds, high chairs, 
changing tables, cupboard units and Patrull 
safety equipment (cabinet/door locks, safety 
gates, corner bumpers, window catches, 
etc.). Save your skin by paying to have Ikea 
technicians assemble your purchases at 
home. Daily 10am-10pm. 1 Taiyang Gonglu, 
Dongbahe (northwest corner of Siyuan 
Qiao), Chaoyang District. (800 810 5679) 
www.ikea.com.cn 宜家家居, 朝阳区东坝河
太阳宫路1号（四元桥西北角）  

Leyou Sells all the essentials, like ther-
mometers, breast pumps, breast pads, 
diapers, spoons, bottles, formula, baby 
food and cribs. Prices are competitive and 
you can order online. 1) Daily 9am-8pm. 
111 Jiaodaokou Dajie, Dongcheng District. 
(6405 6406); 2) Daily 9am-8pm. East gate 
of Sanyuanli Community, opposite Silver 
Tower (between Sanyuan Qiao and Sanyuan 
Dongqiao), Chaoyang District. (6463 8880); 
3) Daily 9.30am-9pm. 203-204 Section A, 
9 Wangjing Jie, Chaoyang District. (5920 
3191); 4) Daily 9am-8pm. 143, Beituchen 
Xilu, Haidian District. (6201 7536) www.
leyou.com 乐友儿童用品, 1) 东城区交道口
大街111号; 2) 朝阳区南银大厦对面三源里

社区东门(三元桥和三元东桥之间）; 3) 朝
阳区望京街9号A区203-204; 4) 海淀区北土
城西路143号  

Liangma Flower Market This store sells 
almost every variety of cut flower or potted 
plant you could want at very reasonable 
prices and is also great for craft materials. 
There are loads of individual vendors, so 
variety is good and bargaining is the norm. 
You can buy organza at RMB 5 a meter, 
ribbon, cards, stickers, cello bags, printed 
wrapping paper. Delivery by flatbed bicycle 
costs between RMB 10-30, depending on 
the distance and your haggling skills. Daily 
8.30am-6.30pm. South bank of Liangma 
River, 758 Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6504 2446) 亮马花卉市场, 朝阳区
东三环北路758号, 燕莎商城南, 亮马河南岸  

Lily’s Antiques Furniture The most fa-
mous furniture dealer in Beijing, renowned 
for its authentic antiques and reproduc-
tions. 1) Daily 8.30am-6pm. Gaobeidian 
Showroom, 69 Gaobeidian Furniture Street, 
Chaoyang District. Contact Lily Quan (138 
0139 6309) (8579 2458, 6572 9746); 2) Vis-
it by Appointment. Factory and Warehouse 
Address, Baimiao industry area, Songzhuang 
town, Tongzhou District. Contact Lily Quan 
(138 0139 6309) (138 0139 6309) www.
lilysantiques.com 华伦古典家具, 1) 朝阳区
高碑店家俱一条街69号; 2) 通州区工厂地
址,通州区宋庄镇白庙村工业大院  

The Place Home to Spanish fashion chain 
Zara and Canadian shoe retailer Aldo’s flag-
ship store. Other outlets include Potato & 
Co., Folli Follie, Miss Sixty, Energie, Adidas, 
MAC makeup, Promod, Jessica, Chaterhouse 
and the Swiss Perfumery Shop. Daily 10am-
10pm. 9A Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6587 1188) 世贸天阶, 朝阳区光华路甲9号  

QM Furniture Daily 9am-8pm. 29 Xiaoyun 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6464 6301)  曲美家
具城, 朝阳区霄云路29号  

Roundabout Charity Distribution 
Store is a non-profit organization run by 
volunteers that accepts donations from the 
community and distributes them to people 
in need. They accept donations of almost 
anything: clothing, furniture and much 
more. Any items that are not needed by the 
charities, such as handbags and jewelery, 
are sold in their store. All proceeds fund 
their operation: truck hire, rent etc. Mon-Sat 
9.30am-5.30pm. Opposite the East Gate 
of the International School of Beijing, 10 
Anhua Jie, Shunyi District. (137 1801 1124 
(English), 137 1805 3814 (Chinese only)) 
www.roundaboutchina.com 顺义区北京顺义

国际学校东门的对面，安华街10号  

Suning Daily 9am-9pm. 1) Bldg 116, 
Wangjing Huayuan, Chaoyang District. 
(6471 7866); 2) 5 Balizhuang Dongli, 
Chaoyang District. (6557 9996)  苏宁电器, 
1) 朝阳区望京花园116号楼; 2) 朝阳区八
里庄东里5号  

Torana Tibetan Rugs Handmade rugs and 
custom rugs from the owners own workshop 
in Lhasa. Antique rugs and textiles. Daily 
10am-8.30pm. Unit L1-110, 1/F, Europlaza 
Mall, Shunyi District (8459 0785) 顺义区天
竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场, L1-110.

Villa Lifestyles Villa Lifestyles has been 
serving Beijing communities for four 
years. Discover a wide selection of BBQs 
and accessories, the Mosquito Magnet, 
trampolines, IQAir Air Purifiers and more. 
F/4, Europlaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu, 
Shunyi District. (8046 1260, 6457 1922, 
info@villalifestyles.cn) www.villalifestyles.cn 
顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场四层  

Zhongguancun Daily 9am-5pm. Near 
Zhongguancun Subway Station, Zhongguan-
cun Dajie, Haidian District.  中关村, 海淀区
中关村大街中关村地铁站旁  

Organic Goods
De Run Wu Translating as “House of Vir-
tue,” this family-run organic farm consists 
of a greenhouse growing over 100 types 
of crops year-round. Visitors can purchase 
produce for RMB 20 per kilo (minimum 4 
kilos) and they deliver for an additional RMB 
20 on two runs a week. They also sell or-
ganic detergents, soap nuts, natural clean-
ers and more. Strawberry Fields, Xinzhuang, 
Xingshou Town,, Changping District. (8459 
0809, jiyunliang@vip.163.com)  德润屋, 昌
平区兴寿镇辛庄草莓园  

Green Cow Organic Farm Donggezhuang 
(10 min north of the International Exhibition 
Center), Houshayu Zhen, Shunyi District. 
(8046 4301, 135 0113 6920, 6433 4435 
(fax), thelovelygreencow@gmail.com)  绿
牛有机农庄, 顺义区北京绿牛有机农场（北
京京承高速与机场北线交汇处的东北方向董
各庄附近）  

Organic Farm Home Delivery Service 
Organic Farm has its own shuttles which 
deliver 100% certified organic groceries 
directly to your doorstep. Besides fresh 
vegetables, fruits, meats, eggs and dairy 
products, there is also a high-quality selec-
tion of organic import foods. Just call 400 
886 9166 ext 8001 (English and Chinese) 
or visit their website to place an order. Free 

in English and other languages, including 
a sizable selection of children’s literature. 
Children can enjoy regular book club 
gatherings and a weekly thematic story 
hour with integrated art activities. A family 
membership (RMB 500) gets you and your 
crew the chance to borrow five books for 
up to two weeks at a time. Wed-Sat 10am-
4pm. 1 Kaifa Jie (between Ms. Shanen’s 
Bagels and Smallville Café), Xibaixinzhuang, 
Houshayu, Shunyi District. (8049 9175, 
shunyilibrary@aol.com) www.bookmarkbei-
jing.com 顺义区后沙峪西白辛庄开发街1号  

The Bookworm English language books to 
borrow or buy. Book larvae can graze in the 
library’s Kiddies’ Corner, which houses child-
size chairs and toys in addition to books. A 
family library membership (RMB 500) allows 
your family to borrow up to six books for 
two weeks at a time. A growing selection of 
for-sale books includes favorites like Wicked 
Chickens and The Gruffalo’s Child. In addi-
tion, The Bookworm’s Kids Club offers both 
young children and teens opportunities to 
share books with their peers. 1) Mon-Sat 
8am-8pm,Sun 8am-5pm. The First Court-
yard, Hegezhuang Village, Shunyi District. 
(6431 2108, books@beijingbookworm.
com, kidsclub@beijingbookworm.
com); 2) Daily 9am-2am. Courtyard 4, 
Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6586 
9507, books@beijingbookworm.com, 
kidsclub@beijingbookworm.com) www.
chinabookworm.com 书虫书吧, 1) 顺义区
崔各庄乡，何各庄村一号院; 2) 朝阳区工
体北路4号院  

Chaterhouse Booktrader The kids’ book 
selection is fabulous and includes a vast 
number of Dr Seuss books as well as Maisie, 
Thomas & Friends, Dora the Explorer, Clif-
ford, the Judy Blume series, the Chronicles 
of Narnia, Tintin, many kids’ encyclopedias, 
Madlibs and even Kaplan review books for 
older kids preparing to take the SATs or 
GREs. 1) Daily 10am-10pm. Shop B107, 
The Place, 9 Guanghua Lu (Dongdaqiao 
Lu), Chaoyang District. (6587 1328, 
customer@chaterhouse.com.cn); 2) Daily 
10.30am-7.30pm. River Garden Clubhouse, 
7 Yuyang Lu, Houshayu, Shunyi District. 
(8046 6211, customer@chaterhouse.com.
cn)  1) 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶中心地库
B107; 2) 顺义区后沙峪乡榆阳路7号  

Page One 10am-9.30pm. B2/F, China 
World Summit Wing, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8535 1055, 
page1_cwtc@pageonegroup.com) www.
pageonegroup.com 朝阳区建国门外大街1号
国贸商城三期地下2层  

Wangfujing Bookstore 10am-9pm. 218 
Wangfujing Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6513 
2842, 6525 2592) www.wfjsd.com 王府井书
店, 东城区王府井大街218号  

Foreign Languages Bookstore The 
mother lode for kids’ books in English, the 
store has classic picture books by Dr. Seuss, 
plus many series like Junie B. Jones, The 
Famous Five, Arthur and more. Older kids 
will find a slew of must-read books as well. 
Also offers books on tape and loads of pho-
to-illustrated, hardbound series on science, 
nature and animals. The selection keeps 
getting better, but prices remain Western. 
Daily 9.30am-9.30pm. 235 Wangfujing 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6512 6903, 
bxwjsjb@public.bta.net.cn) www.bpiec.com.
cn 外文书店, 东城区王府井大街235号  

Clothing
Counting Sheep Children’s Boutique 
1) 10am-6pm. Pinnacle Avenue, Linyin Lu, 
Tianzhu, Shunyi District. (6457 1480, ask@
countingsheepboutique.com); 2) Sun-Thurs 
10am-7pm, Fri-Sat 10am-8pm. 17 Gongti 
Beilu (1/F of Bodhi bldg, directly across from 
north gate of Workers Stadium), Chaoyang 
District. (6417 7622, ask@countingsheepb
outique.com) www.countingsheepboutique.
com 洋洋宝宝店, 1) 顺义区顺义区天竺镇丽
苑街荣和商业中心21号楼; 2) 朝阳区朝阳区

工体北路17号（工体北门对面）  

Lufthansa Center In addition to the 
brands individually listed in this section (like 
Kingkow, Garfield and Chicco), Lufthansa 
carries threads and footwear by Lawlandee, 
Montagut Paris, Nike Kids and Mashi Maro. 
A pricey, but convenient, one-stop shopping 
destination. Daily 10am-10pm. 52 Liangma-
qiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 1188 ext 
675)  燕莎购物中心, 朝阳区亮马桥路52号  

Marco & Mari The sweet and casual outfits 
for kids ages 2-14 from this Hong Kong-
based brand will keep your kids up-to-date 
on the fashion front. Daily 9am-9.30pm. 
4/F, 4066, Golden Resource Shopping Mall, 
Yuanda Donglu (west of Suzhou Qiao), 
Haidian District. (8887 5391)  马可 玛瑞, 
海淀区远大东路金源时代购物中心4层4066号  

Mothercare Mothercare, the acclaimed 
British brand, is a global specialist retailer 
of clothing, home and travel and toys for 
mothers to be, babies and young children. 
Sells hard-to-find clothes for kids age 6 and 
younger, as well as a wide range of nursery 
furniture and nursery equipment. Find ma-
ternity clothes, strollers, bedding, car seats, 
playpens, baby monitors, children’s clothes 
and other elusive products at this chain. 
Daily 11am-10pm. SMM-42, 1/F, Solana, 6 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(5905 6134) 朝阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾
国际商区SMM-42  

Nali Mall Mediterranean-style mall selling 
unique women’s clothing, food and daily use 
products. Sanlitun Lu (entrance is halfway 
up Bar Street), Chaoyang District.  那里市
场, 朝阳区三里屯路酒吧街  

Sanlitun Village An open-air shopping 
complex. Sanlitun Village South includes 
Adidas, Apple, Fossil, Nautica, Quiksilver, 
Steve Madden and Timberland. Sanlitun 
Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 6110) 三里屯Village, 朝阳区三里屯
路19号  

Silk Street Market Rows upon rows of 
toddler and baby-sized clothing stalls can 
be found on the fourth floor. Choose from 
bibs, parkas, warm-ups, T-shirts, hats and 
more. Daily 9am-9pm. 8 Xiushui Dongjie, 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(5169 8800) 秀水街, 朝阳区建国门外大街
秀水东街8号  

Solana Located inside Chaoyang Park, 
Solana Lifestyle Shopping Park has a fine 
collection of shops, restaurants, cafes and 
sporting facilities. Venues include British 
baby shop Mothercare, the perfect place to 
stock up on all things related to kids, preg-
nancy and moms. Other highlights include 
Banana Leaf Thai Restaurant, Romana Ice 
Cream, Cold Stone Creamery, a cinema, an 
ice rink and much more. Daily 10am-10pm. 
6 Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (5905 6565/68) http://www.solana.
com.cn/english/web/index.asp 蓝色港湾, 朝
阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾国际商区  

Tang’ Roulou This tiny shop stocks gor-
geous, tasteful Chinese outfits for kids 
ages 0-8. Created by two French designers, 
they find inspiration in yesterday’s China. 
Handcrafted details characterize Tang’ 
Roulou’s colorful limited edition blankets, 
quilted jackets, qipao dresses and acces-
sories. Here, you’ll be sure to find unique, 
high quality  made-in-Beijing pieces. Daily 
10.30am-8.30pm. 30 Sanlitun Beilu (inside 
Phoenix Design), Chaoyang District. (6416 
9761) www.tangroulou.com 朝阳区三里屯北
街路口30号  “风栖” 店内  

Tot to Teen Moderately priced children’s 
clothing, including a quality selection of 
infant layette, toddler pajamas and preteen 
everyday wear. 1) Daily 9am-7pm. 703 Pin-
nacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Develop-
ment Zone, Shunyi District. (8046 4419, 
tot-to-teen@hotmail.com); 2) Daily 10am-
7pm. Stall 102, 30 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6417 9640, tot-to-teen@hotmail.

com) 红马车儿童用品商店, 1) 顺义区天竺
房地产开发区荣祥广场703号; 2) 朝阳区三
里屯路30号102商店  

Yashow Market The stall owners here 
are spoiled by the gaggles of free-spending 
tourists who come for bargain shopping, 
and so are less amenable to offering deep 
discounts to residents than their counter-
parts in other markets. Nevertheless, teen 
after teen told us they enjoy shopping here 
for copies of recent fashionable clothes: 
low-slung jeans, branded T-shirts, baggy 
pants, oversized athletic kids. Daily 9.30am-
9pm. 58 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(6415 1726) 雅秀市场, 朝阳区工体北路58号  

Home Accessories and 
Gear
BabyGro Beijing BabyGro specializes in  
high quality, safe and creative baby and 
kids products, as well as some pregnancy 
and maternity items, imported from around 
the world. Owned by Beijing mum of 2, 
Johanna Selth, the range is tried and tested 
by herself and other Beijing mums. Stock-
ing brands including Grobag, Ergo, Baby 
Carriers, Earth Mama, Angel Baby, Boon 
and Bezoar Kids Cashmere, and now Cot-
ton Candy Kids clothing. 1) Tue-Sat 10am 
- 5pm. Shop 1, Complex 3, Jingmi Lu, (close 
to WAB School), Chaoyang District. (8470 
1690, johanna@babygro.com.cn); 2) Mon-
Fri 10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. Shop 
105, Tower 9, Central Park, 6 Chaowai Lu, 
Chaoyang District, Chaoyang District. (6597 
0717, johanna@babygro.com.cn) www.
babygro.com.cn/ 慧宝, 1) 朝阳区北京市朝
阳区京密路来广营东路路口东 3号红木大院 
B-01 （京西学校附近）; 2) 朝阳区朝外街
6号新城国际9号楼105  

Baby-international.com Started by par-
ents for parents, baby international has an 
emphasis on quality and design, as well as 
offering professional advice. Whether you’re 
looking for a cool stroller or a safe car seat, 
fashionable baby clothing, organic baby 
food and toiletries, or just the latest must 
have item from the West, baby international 
has it. China-wide shipping with English and 
Chinese customer service. (info@baby-inter-
national.com) www.baby-international.com

Bainaohui Computer Shopping Mall If 
you don’t feel like trekking out to Zhong-
guancun, this mall is a good place to pick up 
computers, printers, hard drives, wi-fi equip-
ment, gaming equipment, software, blank 
CDs and more – both foreign and domestic 
brands. Prices might be a bit higher than 
Zhongguancun, but warranties are more re-
liable. Daily 9am-8pm. 10 Chaoyangmenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6599 5912) 百脑
汇电脑商场, 朝阳区朝阳门外大街10号

Torana Clean Air Center Air purifiers from 
Blueair and Alen Air, pollution masks from 
Totobobo. Free home assessments and de-
livery. 1) 10.30am-6.30pm. Unit 308 (back 
row of stores, next to the Apple Computer 
Store), Shunyi District. (8046 1091); 2) 
10am-8.30pm. Unit L110, ground floor, Eu-
roplaza Mall, Tian Zhu district, Shunyi (be-
tween Cafe de Comptoire and Coldstone Ice 
Cream), Shunyi District. (8459 0785) http://
www.toranacleanair.com/index.html1) 顺义
区天竺镇花梨坎村南“荣祥广场”308室; 2) 
顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场, L110 

Brand Nu A place where you can donate 
your old clothes, books, magazines, trinkets 
and other accessories, and pick up as-good-
as-new goodies of like kind. Tue-Sun, 10am-
10pm, closed Mon. 61 Wudaoying Hutong 
(just west of Vineyard Cafe), Dongcheng 
District. (150 1115 3421) Brand 女, 东城区
东城区五道营胡同61号  

Dazhong With 41 stores across Beijing, it’s 
easy to find a branch of this reliable chain, 
which stocks domestic and foreign brands 
of household appliances, TVs, DVD players, 
PCs and more. Visit www.dzelec.com/bjmap.
asp for a map showing all store locations. 
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delivery from Monday to Saturday. Daily 
9am-9pm. Unit 101, 1/F, Park Avenue, 6 
Gongyuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6530 
6641; 400 886 9166 ext  8001 (delivery), 
vip_bj@organicfarm.com.cn) http://www.
organicfarm.com.cn/ 有机农庄, 朝阳区北京
朝阳公园南路6号公园大道商业大厦1层101号

Tammy’s & Wins Arts Frames With 
refined and subtle craftsmanship, Tammy’s 
offers a wide selection of picture frames 1) 
Daily 9.30am-6.30pm. A6, Beijing Worker 
Stadium Donglu, Chaoyang District. 2) 
Daily 9.30am-6.30pm. 702, Pinnacle Plaza, 
Shunyi District. 3) Daily 9.30am-6.30pm. 5 
Xiangjiang Beilu, Shunyi District. (136 4135 
0949) 1) 工体店:朝阳区工体东路甲6号; 2) 
日祥店:顺义区天竺房地产开发区702号; 3) 
香江店:顺义区香江北路5号   

Photography Studios & 
Services
The Age of Innocence Photo Studio 
Daily 9am-6pm. 21 LiangmaqiaoLu,Fenghua
yuan Drive-in Movie Theater, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6438 7680ï¼Œ130 5108 3601) www.
mycznd.com 纯真年代摄影工作室, 朝阳区亮
马桥路21号枫花园汽车电影院  

Dkids Photography Studio Tue-Sun 
9.30am-6pm. Rm 1102, Bldg 12, Jianwai 
Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (400 8811 096, dkids@dkidsphoto.
com) www.dkidsphoto.com 守望者儿童摄影
空间, 朝阳区东三环中路39号建外Soho12号
楼1102  

GIB Photo Studio Provides high-quality, 
professional photos for portraits of kids, 
families, even fashion. Also offers services 
in graphic design and printing, like photo 
books, catalogs, calendars and albums 
(with photo edition included).The interna-
tional staff can speak English, Chinese and 
Spanish. 241 Xiaopu Beijie, Songzhuang, 

Chaoyang District. (186 0127 5025, 
gibphotostudio@gmail.com) www.gibstudio.
com 朝阳区宋庄镇小堡村北街241号  

Imagine Photography Studio 10am-
6pm. 14 Kaifajie, Xibaixinzhuang, Shunyi 
District. (8472 7478, info@imaginestudio.
cn) www.imaginestudio.cn 顺义区西百辛庄
开发街14号  

Lynn’s Photography Studio Sat-Thu, 
9.30am-5.30pm. 9 Riverville  Square, 1 
District One, Tianzhu, Shunyi District. (6450 
8674) www.lynn-studio.com 北京印象摄影, 
顺义区天竺丽宫别墅一区一号温榆广场9号  

Mishka Family Photography C3, Fuli City, 
Shuangjing Qiao, Chaoyang District. (5876 
4088, 150  1089 9969, maxim@mishka.pro) 
www.mishka.pro 朝阳区双井桥富力城C3 

Services

Baodao Optical Megastore The larg-
est professional optical store in the world, 
selling quality eyewear products.  Offers 
comprehensive services including profes-
sional eye-sight test, consultation, free 
glasses repair, and guaranteed after-service.  
It has a big section specializes in children’s 
eyewear located on its 4th floor, providing 
a collection of well-known brand eyewear 
from Ray-ban, Addidas, Prosun, and Anbay.  
A playground is also available nearby. Daily 
9.30am-9pm. B52 Dongsanhuan Nanlu 
(northeast corner of Jinsong Qiao, near 
Jinsong Subway Station B exit), Chaoyang 
District (5767 0999) www.bdtopmall.com 宝
岛眼镜百货, 朝阳区东三环南路乙52号劲松
桥东北角顺迈金钻大厦 

CoffeeArtCafe This catering service offers 
coffee and tea Classics, fruit milk shakes, 
home-made baked goods, fruit and vegeta-
ble salads, ice-cream, popcorn, hot-dogs 
and soft drinks for birthday parties, shop 
openings, workshops, festivals and more. 

Also has gift and picnic baskets. (Call Bianca 
on 137 0102 4509, www.thecoffeeartcafe.
com) 

AmCham-China Mon-Fri 9am-4.35pm. The 
Office Park, 6/F, Tower AB, 10 Jintongxi Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (8519 0800) www.am-
chamchina.org 中国美国商会, 朝阳区金桐西
路10号 远洋光华国际 AB座6层  

Beijing Administration for Industry and 
Commerce Mon-Fri 9am-noon, 2-5pm. 36 
Suzhou Jie, Haidian District. (8269 1919) 
www.baic.gov.cn 北京市工商局, 海淀区苏
州街36号  

Beijing Goodview Property Agency 
Co., Ltd. Mon-Sat 9am-6pm. Rm 6A3, 6/F, 
East Wing, Hanwei Plaza, 7 Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6561 6166) www.good-
viewpro.com 华嘉汇, 朝阳区光华路7号汉威
大厦东区6层6A3室  

Beijing Municipal Bureau of Human Re-
sources and Social Security Mon-Fri 9am-
noon, 1-4.30pm. Yongdingmenxi Jie, Xuanwu 
District. (12333) www.bjld.gov.cn 北京人力
资源与社会保障局, 宣武区永定门西街5号  

Beijing Tannet Consulting Limited 
Mon-Fri 9am-noon, 1-6pm; Sat 10am-noon, 
1-5pm. Rm 1506, Tower A, Fudun Center, 
58 Dongshanhuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District. 
(5867 4409) www.beijing-company.net 北京
登尼特顾问有限公司, 朝阳区东三环南路58号
富顿中心A座1506室 

Beijing North Car Rental Co., Ltd  Mon-
Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. Rm1031, New Fortune 
International, 71 Chaoyang Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5136 8096)  朝阳区朝阳路71号锐
城国际1031室  

Beijing Telecom Daily 9am-7pm. 1 
Chaoyangmen Beidajie, Dongcheng District. 
(10000, 5950 3000) 中国电信北京公司, 东
城区朝阳门北大街21号  

Bouceabout The perfect place for every-
thing inflatable. Rent bouncy castles, climb-
ing walls and other fun activities perfect for 
parties or community events. 60 Guangqu 
Donglu, Chaoyang District. (8770 4047, 133 
1139 1468) www.bjtrdl.com 天仁达莱, 朝阳
区广渠东路60号  

Chartis Insurance Company China 
Ltd 9A15-16, Hanwei Plaza, Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5969 2888) 朝阳区光华
路华威大厦9A15-16  

China Mobile 1) Daily 9am-7pm. Near 
Guomao Subway Station Exit D, B1/F, 
Guoyi Guangchang, Jianguomenwei Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6566 0399); 2) 29 Finan-
cial Street, Xicheng District. (10086) www.
chinamobile.com, www.chinamobile.com 中
国移动通信, 1) 朝阳区建国门外大街国宜广
场B1国贸地铁口D; 2) 西城区金融街29号  

China Unicom Daily 8.30am-6pm. 1) Daily 
9am-5pm. B1/F, Tower 1, Guomao Dasha, 1 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District.; 2) 
65 Jianguomennei Dajie, Dongcheng District. 
(10010) www.bj.cnc.cn 中国联通北京公司, 
1) 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸大厦1座B1层; 
2) 东城区东城区建国门内大街65号  

CIM Continental International Moving 
CIM can provide a full range of moving, 
storage, record management and expatriate 
documentation services. Professional staff is 
multilingual. 26B, Tower 2, Zijing Haoting, 
30 Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(8762 5110) www.cimmover.com 北京和乔百
丽居货运代理有限公司, 朝阳区东三环北路
30号紫荆豪庭2座26B  

Color Beijing Home Service Company 
Specializes in providing home help to for-
eigners in Beijing. Nanny,maternity nurse, 
housekeeper, maid. English-speaking ayis 
available. Rm 220, Bldg D, Fudun Center, Jin-
song, Chaoyang District. (5867 2341, 5727 
6508, 1314 685 6043, suzeduan@hotmail.
com) www.colorbeijing.com 朝阳区劲松富顿
中心D座220  

Crown Worldwide Group Crown Reloca-
tions services include domestic and inter-

tional Educational Consulting (HGIEC)  assist 
families and their children find the right 
schools, whether they are boarding schools 
or universities, in the US and Canada. HGIEC 
is not an agent but works with families in 
their best interest. Mr. Gregg has a long 
standing background in education with over 
26 years working in schools and is a mem-
ber of IECA (www.IECAonline.com), HECA 
(www.hecaonline.org) in China. 9am-5pm 
(by appointment). Rm. 18C, Bldg 7, Lian Bao 
Apartments, Xinfucun Zhonglu,  Chaoyang 
District. (hamiltongregg@hamiltongregg.
com) www.hamiltongregg.com 朝阳区幸福村
中路联宝公寓7号楼18C  

Huaxiang Used Car Market 111B, Nan-
sihuan Zhonglu, Fengtai District. (135 2050 
6800) 花乡二手车交易市场, 丰台区南四环
中路B区111  

IQ Air While little can be done about out-
door air pollution, we can certainly have 
an impact on the air we breathe inside our 
homes and offices. IQAir has been provid-
ing air-cleaning solutions since 1963. Swiss 
precision and technology go into every unit, 
creating an excellent price-to-performance 
ratio. 1) Rm 2201-02, Air China Plaza, 36 
Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. (8447 5800, 
400 650 1266, info@iqair-china.com); 2) 
2LY1-05, Solana Lifestyle Shopping Center, 6 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(5905 6768, info@iqair-china.com); 3) 4/F, 
417 Seasons Place, 2 Jinchengfang Jie, 
Xicheng District. (6622 0179, info@iqair-
china.com); 4) 4/F, Europlaza, 99 Yuxiang 
Lu, Tianzhu, Shunyi District. (6457 1922, 
info@iqair-china.com) www.iqair-china.com 
1) 朝阳区霄云路36号国航大厦2201-02室; 
2) 朝阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾购物中心
2LY1-05; 3) 西城区金城坊街金融街417号四
层; 4) 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场4层  

Lily Nails 1) Daily 9.30am-9pm. 4/F, Yashow 
Clothing Market, 58 Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6416 8945); 2) Shop 3020, 3/F, 3.3, 
Sanlitun,, Chaoyang District. (5136 5919)  1) 
朝阳区工体北路58号雅秀市场4层4018号; 2) 
朝阳区三里屯3.3大厦3层3020号  

Midland Realty Daily 9.30am-9pm. B1/F, 
Euro Plaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu Town, 
Shunyi District. (8046 3208) www.midland.
com.cn 美联物业, 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号
欧陆时尚购物中心地下一层  

Panoramic Insurance Brokerage 
(Beijing) Co., Ltd Rm 701, 7/F, Lido Office 
Tower,  6 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6437 3510) www.pibb.com.cn 朝阳区将台路
6号丽都办公楼7楼701室  

Relocasia A business to assist in moving 
with personalized service at a competitive 
rate. Helps to make successful and cost-ef-
fective moves across Asia and the rest of 
the world. Consultants are available from 
the start of the move right through the fin-
ish. See website for schedules and prices. 
24 hours available.  (5820 6413) www.
relocasia.com

DB Schenker Logistics A German freight 
forwarding company with more than 2,000 
offices in more than 130 countries world-
wide. Provides a wide scope of services, 
including door to door moves internationally 
and domestically. Multilingual staff on hand. 
5 Tianwei Sijie, Tianzhu Airport Industrial 
Area A, Shunyi District. (8048 0126, 8048 
0099) www.dbschenker.com.cn 顺义区天竺
空港工业区A区天纬四街5号  

Seven Seas Worldwide International 
moving company offers competitive rates: 
Door to Door by Sea from Beijing Big carton 
41x51x61 cm, 30kg Destinations/ 1st carton/ 
2nd--8th: United Kindom RMB 1,580 RMB 
700/ E.U. country RMB 1,880 RMB 800 / 
USA/Canada RMB 1,880 RMB 800/ New 
Zealand RMB 1,580 RMB 700 / Australia 
RMB 1,475 RMB 700 / SGP/MY/THAI RMB 
1,280 RMB 500 / Taiwan RMB 1,280 RMB 
350 / Hong Kong RMB 880 RMB 300. Also 
offers free cartons and packing materials, 
online tracking, easier customs procedures 
and 24/7 hotline access.  (400 881 6698, 

CHNINFO@sevenseasworldwide.com) www.
sevenseasworldwide.com 七海国际  

ST Car Care Beijing Co., Ltd Daily 
9am-6pm. 507 Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu 
Town, Shunyi District. (8046 2075, 
stautoclub@yahoo.com) .cn)  www.stauto-
club.com.cn 顺义区天竺镇荣祥广场507  

World Care Pet Transport (8459 
3008/2858, Kiki.chen@worldcarepet.com.cn) 
www.worldcarepet.com

Services - Home and Office
APBC Offices is a premium boutique 
serviced office offering a unique mix of 
cutting-edge design and state-of-the-art 
technology. Each centre is one of a kind to fit 
the needs of the discerning business execu-
tive who demands the best and is looking to 
impress that prospective client. apbcOffices 
is all about the details and experience. Be it 
meeting space, serviced or virtual office, our 
professional, bilingual and experienced team 
of international service standard service will 
go the extra mile to ensure all your require-
ments are met. APBC Offices is fast expand-
ing with strategically located serviced offices 
in Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Beijing and 
Shanghai. (5920 8333) www.apbcoffices.com

SBC Business Service (Beijing) Co., Ltd. 
SBC w as founded in 1995 as a leading busi-
ness service and company register agency 
in Hong Kong. SBC is your best partner in 
setting up your representative office and 
in looking for instant office or virtual office 
services. In Beijing, SBC provides 52 offices 
to you, with over 2300sqm space. At SBC, 
our mission is to facilitate you to open the 
door to the world of maximum possibilities 
with minimum cost. Top Product: 1. Instant 
Office, 2. Virtual Office , 3. Conference 
Service, 4. Registration Support. 11/F, Tower 
A, Gateway, 18 Xiaguangli Donglu, Dongsan-
huan, Chaoyang District. (5923 1166) www.
sbc.com.hk

Oakwood Apartments Beijing with 236 
residences, offering stylish and contempo-
rary interiors, in studio, One/Two and Three 
Bedroom floor plans between 58-171 m2, 
Located within the Ocean Express com-
mercial and residential complex and nestled 
within landscaped gardens, The floor to ceil-
ing windows afford wide views over the city 
or garden area and gives each apartment 
plenty of natural light and space. Major com-
mercial buildings are just moments away. 
Facilities include coffee corner, 24 hours 
reception and concierge service and fully 
equipped fitness center. (8446 5888)

Servcorp is recognized as the world’s finest 
serviced offices and Virtual Office provider. 
We are located in the prestigious addresses 
of Beijing surrounded by most of the major 
5-star Hotels and shopping malls. Our pro-
fessional team, state of the art technology 
and multi-function meeting rooms provide a 
total business solution and mobility. 1) Orien-
tal Plaza, W2, L6 and E2 L19, Dongchang’an 
Jie, Dongcheng District. (8520 0000); 2) 
China Central Place, Tower 3, L24, 77 Jian-
guo Lu, Chaoyang District (8588 0033)

St. Regis Residences Beijing, 21 Jian Guo 
Men Wai Da Jie, STREGIS.COM /Beijing 
with 70 apartment residences, ranging from 
one to four bedrooms, the ideally situated 
fully serviced St. Regis apartments provide 
residents with unparalleled levels of service 
and beautiful facilities with numerous ben-
efits including complimentary St. Regis Spa 
& Club Membership, breakfast buffet at the 
legendary St. Regis butler service and much 
more. (6460 6688, 135 0135 1113)  

The Westin Beijing, Financial street 
executive residences 9b financial street, Xi 
Cheng District Beijing 100032 PRC China 
Tel: 86 10 6606 8866, Fax: 86 10 6606 
8899 website: www.westin.com/beijingfi-
nancial The executive residences offer a 
combina¬tion of studio, one, two and three 
bedroom apartments. Each apartment is 

contemporary in design and features the 
Westin signature products. The residence 
also provides complimentary high speed 
Internet and con¬tinental breakfast. For 
more information or to make a reservation 
please visit www.Westin.com/beijingfinacial 
or call 6606 8866 

The Executive Center located in the 
heart of Beijing’s new 3rd embassy district, 
im¬mediately adjacent to the new US, 
French and Korean embassies. Facilities 
include 32 full fur¬nished and equipped of-
fices, small meeting room, Boardroom, and 
a 50 person capacity training facility, video 
and teleconferencing facilities, secretarial 
and IT support services on-site. 5-star hotel 
facilities in the vicinity in-clude the Renais-
sance and Hilton and Beijing International 
Airport is only a 15-minute drive away. 1701 
Millennium Tower, 38 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. 

Toys
Alien Street Market The building is oc-
cupied by individual stall owners who sell 
all kinds of toys for indoor and outdoor use, 
including kiddie pools. Quality is uneven, so 
inspect toys carefully before buying and be 
sure to haggle. Laofanjie Shichang, Yabao Lu 
(south of Fulllink Plaza), Chaoyang District. 
老番街市场, 朝阳区雅宝路

Decathlon This popular French company 
now has outlets throughout China.  The 
store supplies equipment for tons of differ-
ent athletic activities – individual and team 
sports, land and water sports – from running 
to sailing, from squash to volleyball. Daily 
10am-9pm. 195 Dongsihuan Zhonglu (near 
Dajiaoting), Chaoyang District. (8777 8788) 
迪卡侬运动超市, 朝阳区东四环中路195号（
靠近大郊亭）  

Giant Bicycles Be sure to buy a sturdy lock 
if you purchase one of the bicycles on offer 
at Giant’s flagship store. Inside the cavern-
ous shop is a wide range of mountain and 
racing bikes, components, accessories and 
frames including the TCR Team Alu series 
(RMB 12,800-21,000). Their Chinese-only 
website lists other branches in Beijing. Note 
that the store does not sell little bikes, so 
you can only shop here for your teenag-
ers. 1) Daily 9am-6.30pm. Rm 101, Bldg E, 
Guoheng Jiye Mansion, 7 Beitucheng Xilu, 
Chaoyang District. (8227 5718); 2) Daily 
9am-7.30pm. Shunyuan Jie, 12 Sanyuanli 
Nanxiaojie (just west of east third ring road, 
on the north side of the road), Chaoyang 
District. (8448 9271) www.giant-bicycle.com 
捷安特自行车专卖店, 1) 朝阳区北土城西路
7号国恒基业大厦E座101室; 2) 朝阳区顺源街

三元里南小街12号,与东三环北路路口西北侧   

Kids Plus Is your child looking for some-
thing to go with her magic wand? Many a 
Beijing parent has made an emergency trip 
to this Shunyi toy store to pick up a fairy or 
Batman costume (RMB 190) to reward junior 
for staying dry all night. Wide selection for 
a small shop but toys can be a bit pricey. 
If you are looking for Little Tikes gear, Kids 
Plus can order from an extensive catalogue 
with a turnaround of a few weeks. Daily 
9am-7pm. 701 Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real 
Estate Development Zone, Shunyi District. 
(8046 4572) 顺义区天竺房地产开发区荣祥
广场701号  

Lego Enthusiasts can buy classic sets of 
30 to 1,000 pieces, while those with less 
imagination can purchase themed Lego sets, 
such as Star Wars, Harry Potter, Alpha Team 
and Jack Stone. 1) B/1 Solana, 6 Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District.; 2) 10am-
10pm. Rm 4100, Jinyuan Shopping Mall, 1 
Yuanda Lu, Haidian District. (8886 4036); 3) 
Daily 9am-10pm. Lufthansa Shopping Center, 
52 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District.; 4) 
Daily 9am-9pm. NB134A, B1/F, China World 
Shopping Mall, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District.; 5) Daily 10am-10pm. 
5/F Pacific Century Place, A2 Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. (6448 2105) 乐高, 1) 朝
阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾国际商区B1层; 
2) 海淀区远大路一号金源购物中心4100; 3) 
朝阳区亮马桥路52号燕莎购物中心; 4) 朝阳
区建国门外大街1号国贸商城NB134A; 5) 朝
阳区工体北路甲2号太平洋百货5楼  

Leyou Sells toys from brands like Chicco, 
Koochie, Play Doh, Playwell and Ravensburg-
er. Prices are competitive and you can order 
online. 1) Daily 9am-8pm. 111 Jiaodaokou 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6405 6406); 
2) Daily 9am-8pm. East gate of Sanyuanli 
Community, opposite Silver Tower (between 
Sanyuan Qiao and Sanyuan Dongqiao), 
Chaoyang District. (6463 8880); 3) Daily 
9.30am-9pm. 203-204 Section A, 9 Wangjing 
Jie, Chaoyang District. (5920 3191); 4) Daily 
9am-8pm. 143, Beituchen Xilu, Haidian Dis-
trict. (6201 7536) www.leyou.com 乐友儿童
用品, 1) 东城区交道口大街111号; 2) 朝阳
区南银大厦对面三源里社区东门(三元桥和三
元东桥之间）; 3) 朝阳区望京街9号A区203-
204; 4) 海淀区北土城西路143号 

Panjiayuan Antique Market The mother 
of all “antique” markets is home to over 
3,000 dealers who scour the countryside 
in search of antiques, family heirlooms and 
curios. Best on weekends, 4.30am-6pm (but 
open on weekdays as well). Mon-Fri 8.30am-
6pm, Sat-Sun 4.30am-6pm. West of Panjiay-
uan Qiao, Chaoyang District. (6775 2405) 潘
家园旧货市场, 朝阳区潘家园桥西边

national transportation of household goods, 
home and school search, storage, expense 
management, policy consulting and program 
administration, online tracking tools, transit 
protection and intercultural services. We 
provide services for corporations, diplomats 
and private customers. Crown Relocations, 
a division of the Crown Worldwide Group, 
serves over 10,000 customers from over 
200 locations in 50 countries.  (5801 8088), 
www.crownworldwide.com  

Culture Yard Daily 9am-late. 10 Shique 
Hutong, Dongcheng District. (8404 4166, 
contact@cultureyard.net) www.cultureyard.
net 东城区石雀胡同10号  

Embassy House Daily 8.30am-5.30am. 18 
Donzhimenwai Xiaojie, Dongcheng District. 
(8449 9000 (leasing hotline),  6415 4724, 
mary.han@embassyhouse.com.cn) http://
www.embassyhouse.com/ 万国公寓, 东城区
东直门外小街18号  

Evershine CPA Firm Daily 9.30am-5.30pm. 
21C, Oriental Kenzo Apartment C, 48 
Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(8454 9221) www.wfoe-accounting.com 永辉
启佳联合会计师事务所, 朝阳区东直门外大街
48号东方银座公寓21C  

Expat Car Daily 24 hours. Beigao Lukou, 
Jichangfu Lu, Chaoyang District. (8152 3060, 
service@expatcar.com) www.expatcar.com 
朝阳区机场附路北皋路口  

FESCO 1) Beijing Employee Service Center 
187 Andingmenwai Dajie, Dongcheng Dis-
trict. (6452 1477/88); 2) 14 Chaoyangmen 
Nandajie, Chaoyang District. (8561 8888 ext 
66143); 3) 6/F, Bldg B, FESCO, 15 Xidawang 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6777 1021) www.
fesco-training.com.cn/english/english_index.
asp, www.fesco.com.cn, www.bjrc.com 北京
外企服务集团有限公司, 1) 东城区北京市人
才服务中心，东城区安定门外大街187号; 2) 
朝阳区朝阳门南大街14号; 3) 朝阳区西大望
路15号外企大厦B座6层 

Asian Tigers K.C. Dat (China) Ltd. An 
international Relocation management spe-
cialist. 19 Shunchi Lu, Beijing Konggang 
Wuliu Jidi, Shunyi District. (6415 1188) 
www.asiantigersgroup.com 顺义区北京空港
物流基地顺驰路19号

Asian Express International Movers 
Rm 1612, Tower D, Soho Xiandaicheng, 88 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (8580 1471) 
www.aemovers.com.hk 朝阳区朝阳区建国路
88号Soho 现代城D座1612室  

Allied Pickfords The largest international 
moving company in the world with corporate 
owned offices in over 40 countries and 800 
offices. Offers online estimates for small 
shipments; otherwise a physical survey can 
be booked online. (021 6332 0088) www.
alliedpickfords.com

Links Moving Beijing Wholly owned mov-
ing company established in Hong Kong in 
1997 with full range of household moving 
services and storage options. Now handles 
over 3,000 international moves worldwide 
each year. Great website, offering informa-
tion including freight container sizes and 
details, online quotes available for smaller 
shipments. Keep an eye out for specials, 
such as free air freight with certain container 
sizes or percentage discounts for early book-
ing during peak seasons. (8447 7496) www.
linksmoving.asia

Foreign Affairs Department of Beijing 
Motor Vehicle Administration (southwest 
of Shibalidian Nanqiao, Nansihuan Waihuan) 
18 Nansihuan Donglu, Chaoyang District. 
(8762 5150) 朝阳区南四环东路18号（南四环
外环十八里店南桥西南侧）  

Globy Pet Relocation Rm 26D, Block 
2, Bauhinia Court, 30 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (8762 5020, 
mary@globypetrelo.com) www.globypetrelo.
com 朝阳区东三环北路30号紫荆豪庭2座26B  

Hamilton Gregg International Educa-
tional Consulting Hamilton Gregg Interna-

http://www.crownworldwide.com
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Imogen Kandel, 
Managing Editor
Imogen and her husband moved from 
Melbourne to Beijing in 2007. When 
she’s not eating her way through the 
capital or draining its coffee supplies, 
she can be found in Shandong stuffing 
herself with her aunt’s amazing fried 
mushrooms and watching talent 
shows on the telly. A stereotypical 
editor, Imogen is an avid reader and 
spends far, far to much time on her 
laptop.

Kara Chin, 
Deputy Managing Editor
Born and raised in New York, Kara 
Chin moved to Shandong in 2005 and 
then to Beijing, where she has lived 
for the past four years. As someone 
who likes to cook, she was first drawn 
to beijingkids for its recipes. Outside of 
the office and her kitchen, she can be 
found on the streets of Beijing taking 
photographs, walking her adopted 
dog Rivers, and chatting with her 
Chinese neighbors.

Diana Dai, 
Editorial Assistant 
Originally from Anhui province, Diana 
has lived in Beijing for over two years. A 
journalism graduate, she put down her 
microphone and picked up a pen as the 
latest member of the beijingkids team. 
When Diana isn’t fact-checking and 
correcting our Chinese, she can be found 
bargaining hard at the Zoo Market.   

Charlotte Moreau, 
Shunyi Correspondent
An always-on-the-go mom of 
two active girls, Charlotte is 
excited to get back to her writing 
roots by joining beijingkids as 
the Shunyi correspondent. 
Hailing from the US, Charlotte 
and her family have been in 
Beijing for three years and are 
planning to stick around for 
several more.

Jerry Chan, 
Editorial Director
Houston, Texas native Jerry Chan 
first came to Beijing to study in 
1993 and settled here in 1999. 
A True Run Media (TRM) staff 
member since the company’s 
founding in 2001, he spends his 
days overseeing the production and 
development of all TRM editorial 
products and his nights changing 
diapers, singing songs, telling 
stories and playing on his iPad with 
his 3-year-old daughter Marianne.

The beijingkids Editorial TeamThe beijingkids Editorial Team




